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Versions of the Epic Ramayana You Didn't Know

There are over 300 versions of the epic story of Prince Ram
Some of them are:-
+»» The Ramavataram: Written by the legendary Tamil poet Kambar
+»* The Ranganatha Ramayana: It is the most famous Telugu adaptation of
the epic penned by the famous poet Ranganatha between 1300 and 1310
AD;
+ Saptakanda Ramayana in Assam
+»* Ramacharitam in Kerala
+* The Reamker: A version of the Ramayana that originated in Cambodia
¢ Kakawin Ramayana: The Jawanese rendition
+¢ Ramakien in Thailand
+¢* Phra Lak Phra Ram in Laos
+¢* Yama Zatdaw in Burma
+»» Dasaratha Jakarta: The Buddhist version. Dasaratha is the king of Benaras
and not Ayodhya, in this version.
¢ Paumachariya: The Jaina version.
*¢ Gond Ramayani: The Gond version.
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+» Aanandha RaamaayaNa
+»» Adbutha RaamaayaNa,

+» Adhyaathma RaamaayaNa
+»» AgnivEshaya Ramayanam
+»+ Anargha Raghava

+ BhaTTi Kaavya

+* Champu RaamaayaNa

+* Hanumath — NaaTaka

++ Jaina RaamaayaNam

CR)

+* Manthra RaamaayaNam
+* Prasanna Raaghava

** Raaghava Nishadeeya
** Raghu Vamsam

L)

*0

0

0

L)

*0

>

*%* RaamaayaNa Manijari

+* Sangraha RaamaayaNam
» Utthara Raama Charitha
+ Yoga VaasishTa

LCR)

*

L)

L)

+* Kamba RaamaayaNam [in Tamil]

by Parasuraama
by Vaalmiki himself
by Sage Viswamitra
by AgnivESya
by Muraari,
by BhaTTi Kavi
by King BhOja
by Hanuman
by Hemachandra
by Poet Kamban
by LakshmaNa Aarya
by JayadEva
by Haradatta Suri
by KaaLidhaasa,

*» Raamacharitha Maanas [in Hindi] by TulLasidas

by KshemEndra
by Narayana PaNDita
by Bhavabhooti
by Vaalmiki himself
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Excerpts from ARANYA KANDAM

oNgh 0NgR.

avana listened to Surpanaka who admonished him with sharp words. He paused for a
while deeply analysing the information given to him within himself. He then asked
Surpanaka Who is this Rama? How is he to look at? What type of person is he? What are
his strengths? Why did he enter Dandakaranya? What constitute his arms?"

: g el S

¢ Surpanaka described Rama with these words, "Rama is the son of Dasaratha. He has long
; hands and his eyes are broad. He wears the robes of a sage. He is like Cupid in beauty.

; With his bow made of gold, he discharges arrows which come out emitting fire and poison
¢ like serpents. | see Rama fighting. But | see neither his bow, nor the arrows, | do not see

; him taking out the arrows from his quiver nor discharging them. Such is his speed. | only

; see all Rakshasas falling down dead like crops uprooted by incessant rains. Standing on

¢ ground, and remaining single, within minutes he had killed fourteen thousand Rakshasas
; including Kara and Dhushana. Rama has guaranteed protection to all sages in

! Dandakaranya. | escaped death because of his merciful attitude to a woman and | was

¢ only disfigured. He has a brother called Lakshmana who is also beautiful and powerful. He
; is Rama's right hand and like another body of Rama. He is loyal to Rama. He is capable of
; achieving anything. He is unbeatable. Rama's wife Sita, daughter of king of Videha is

¢ chaste and faithful to him. She has very elegant and attractive features. Her face is like

; moon. Her eyes are broad and beautiful. She always acts in accordance with her

; husband's wishes and seeks his welfare always. She is like Goddess Lakshmi | have not

! seen a woman comparable to her either in earth or elsewhere. She is fit to be only your

; wife, you alone are fit to be her husband. When I tried to bring her here to make her your
; wife, Lakshmana disfigured me. If you happen to see her, you will be carried away by her
¢ graceful personality. Put your right foot forward now and go to Janasthana. You kill Rama
¢+ and Lakshmana and make Sita your wife. Use your strength and render Sita helpless and
in that condition carry her away forcibly."

XD 0D OXdD 0D 0D 0D ONED O ONE 0D O 0D OXED D 0N O ONED OXD ONE XD ONE XD OHED ONED O 0N N
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§
¢ After listening to Surpanaka, Ravana thought over and came to a conclusion. He got into

; his chariot to meet Maricha again. Maricha received him respectfully and mentioned that
f he was not expecting Ravana to make a second visit so soon .
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Raghuvira Gadyam

By Sri D. Ramaswamy Ayyangar

Though the author has named this work as Mahaa-veera-vaibhavam and begins it
with the address “Mahaavira!”, it is popularly known only as Raghuveera Gadyam.
A gadyam is a prose composition which though not metrical, is yet framed with
 special regard for rhythm and harmony — a sort of poetic prose.

¢ Leaving out the single sloka at the beginning and the two slokas at the end, this

¢ work consists of 94 addresses to Lord Sri Ramabhadra and one prostration to Him
— prostration again and again (96). The entire epic of Valmiki has been epitomised
? in these 94 sentences (they are called choornikas). The outstanding traits of Sri

¢+ Rama are all touched upon. In fact, every address makes mention of at least one

; characteristic trait of that Repository of all auspicious qualities. Even as the story of
; the Ramayana is being unfolded the glory of Rama-gunas is pointedly referred to.

? Very fine sentiments such as Rama’s absolute independence (svAtantryam) being

; made subservient to the saranagati (surrender) of Sugreeva (44) — an apparent

; paradox — must be specially enjoyed. Choornikas 30 to 35 all deal with the

! destruction of the Rakshasas. But what refreshingly different metaphors! Viradha

% was slain like “deer by a tiger”. The Rakshasas that worried the Rishis were hunted
g down like birds and beasts. The heads of Trisiras were annihilated as darkness by

; the sun. The huge reservoir of water that was Dhooshana was made dry to the great
; delectation of the hosts of Rishis. Khara, the chief of the horde became like a tree

% uprooted by a terrific hurricane. Thc huge forest of weeds in the shape of 14,000

; Rakshasas was destroyed by that majestic Elephant (Rama) trampling on it. And

; later, Kumbhakarna’s destruction is referred to as the rending in twain of a huge

! mountain by a thunderbolt in the shape of Rama’s astra (arrow) (61). Choornika 299
 is made up of ten words all beginning with the letter “V”.

0% 0D oXdd oNED 0@ 0D ONE ONE NG NG NG 004h 004h O04h 0GR NG

XD oX

Upto 21 Bala Kanda; 22 to 26 Ayodhya Kanda; 27 and 28 refer to the Vayasa (crow)
 episode that occurred while in Chitrakuta but is narrated by Valmiki in the Sundara
, Kanda. 29 to 42 Aranya Kanda; 43 to 47 Kishkindha Kanda; 48 alone Sundara Kanda.
- 49 to 80 Yuddha Kanda. The rest is Uttara Kanda.

lee Garuda Panchasat this stotra also must be read or recited aloud to obtain the
- full benefit of its rich cadence and rhythm.

ok Sk ke sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk ok
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Seethakalyanam

by Prof. Saroja Ramanujam

. Dasarata was elated to know about the exploits of Rama and about the
marriage proposal. He started for Mithila with all his retinue and reached
Mithila after travelling for four days. Valmiki says that he ordered his
 treasures of pearls corals, precious gems and heaps of gold a to be carried in
 front This deserves to be noted by the parents of the bridegrooms today!
Janaka welcomed them with due honour and informed Dasaratha that the

: wedding will take place the day after their arrival when the yaga will be

; completed. He said, 'yajnasyAnthE naraSrEshta vivAham rshisammatham,

; indicating that the wedding is of the kind called brAhma, which is done

; according to the principles laid down by the vedas.

1
; The marriages are of eight kinds according to Manusmrthi. they are,

; brAhama, daiva, Arsha, prAjApathya, gAndharva, Asura, rAkshasa and
; paiSAcha.

s
§ brAhama - This is done when the boy completes his brahmacharya, that is,

§ gurukula vasa and the parents of the boy approaches the parents of the girl

§ who consent to give their daughter satisfying themselves about the

; background and education in vedic lore of the boy . No dowry is given and no
f money transaction involved and the bride is given as kanyadhana to the

;ﬁ bridegroom.This is the highest and noblest kind of marriage.

1
; daiva- In this kind of marriage when the girl cannot get a suitable bridegroom

; the parents, after waiting for a reasonable period, go to yajnasalas to find a
; priest to marry their daughter,who is decked with ornaments This is

¢ considered to be inferior because the girl's parents go on, looking for a

§ suitable match instead of viceversa.

O%D 0D 0D ONED OXAD ONE 0D ONED 0D OXdD NP XD O (S WS WY WS RET RET WET o¥dp

X oXdh

t Arsha - A girl is married to a sage after exchanging two cows for the girl.This
 is because neither the parents of the girl nor the sage could afford a better
kind of marriage. This is even inferior to the previous one because of the
exchange of cows as the sasthra does not consider any marriage involving
oney or material transactions as noble.
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prAjapathya- similar to brAhma but the parents of the girl go in search of
bridegroom unlike the latter.

gAndharva- Similar to the love marriages of today where the girl and boy get
arried secretly without the consent of the parents. Typical example of this
kmd is that of Sakuntala and Dushyanyha.

. 3

- Asura - When the groom is not at all suitable for the bride but gives a lot of
' wealth and to the bride's parents and get married . it is more or less like
buying the girl.

, rAkshasa-where the bridegroom fights and carries away the bride and
. persuads her to marry him, often with the concent of the bride as in the case
' of Rukmini and Krishna or that of Prthvirakj and Samyuktha of recent times.

, pAisacha-The bride is taken against her will and is forced to marry. This was
,not sanctioned as per the sastras.

OXD 0¥ oD 0@ 0N ONE 0D O 0D OXED ONMD OXED ONMD A XD O 0D ONED 0D ONED ONAD 0D OND A XD O N 0N XM XD XD O O NP NP

The reply of Dasaratha to Janaka was classic. Valmiki calls him vAkyaviDHAmM
; : SrEshtah, the best of the speakers. Dasaratha said "prathigrahO dhAthrvasah
* Srutham Ethath mayA purA;yaTHA vakshyasi Dharmajna thathkarishyAmahe
! vayam,' The meaning of the sloka is this: The gift depends on the giver, which
is a well known fact and hence Dasaratha agrees to do as Janaka says because
he is the dhAthA, the giver of kanyAdhAna while Dasaratha is the one who
receives, and therfore has to go according to the wishes of the giver. This idea
 should also be noted by the parents of the bridegroom nowadays.

' Then Vasishta related the glory of ikshvakuvasmsa and Janaka stated the
' greatness of his vamsa and they agreed on the marriage which is like
mschayathartha of modern times.

o%dp XD 0D 0XdD ONED 0XdD 0D 0D ONED ONAD XD OXdD 0N OXD N XD ONE XD XD

! The day of the marriage dawned. Janaka offered to give his daughter UrmilLa

; to Lakshmana and Visvamithra suggested that the daughters of his brother

¢ Kusadvaja, Mandavi and Sruthakirthi may be given in marriage to bharatha

§ and sathrugna to which Janaka agreed with delight. Vasishta was requested

% by Janaka to conduct the marriage and he did so with Sathanandha and

: ! Visvamithra. Valmiki describes in such detail, all the rituals done before and

§ during marriage, that we can learn about them from Ramayana. The

§ muhurtha was set on the day of the star utthara in phalguna, that is, panguni
g utthiram, which day has become important for so many other reasons since

% then.
%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%
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Sita, beautifully adorned, was brought to the marriage hall, and here is one of
the places where Valmiki the poet has overtaken Valmiki the sage.
thathasseethAm samAneeya sarvAbharaNa bhooshithAm
padhmAm padhmaviyukthAm vai kESavAnkachyuthAm iva
vidhyuthprabhAm viSAlIAksheem snigdhakunchithamoo rDhajAm
hamsAnkithEna kshoumENa kimchith peethEna samvrthAm
vAsithEnOtthareeyEN a surakthEna susamvrthAm ( VR.BK.73.30)

 Sita was adorned with all ornaments, wearing red uppercloth which fully
¢ covered her and also covered with a veil of silk slightly yellow decorated with
; swans. She looked like Lakshmi who has left her lotus and slipped from the

% lap of Vishnu.She shines like lightning and has large eyesbeautiful curly hair.
% Kamban describes the arrival of Sita in his own inimitable style.
ponnin oLi poovin veRi sAndhu podhi seetham,
minninezil , annaval tham mEni oLi mAna
annamum arambaiyarum Ar amizdhum nANa
sittridai nudanga olir seeradi peyarndhAL

She was shining like gold,with sweet smell of flowers, and cool with the
sandal paste, her lutre that of lightening and she put to shame the apsara
damsels and the swans with her gait.
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¢+ The beauty of this verse consists in the rhythm of the words which is in kanta
§ nadai which when recited even without music sounds like the beautiful walk
§ of Sita. As compared with this the verse in same rhythm is used to describe
§ the gait of surpanakha but the alliteration was such that it portrays the

; deceitful behaviour of the rakshashi in disguise.We shall see this when we

; come to that part of the story.(Madurai TNSes hagopalan explained this in his
; harikatha on Kambaramayana and also sang the two verses in kanta nadai to
; the delight of the rasikas which sounded different as suited to the different

¢ contexts.)
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Janaka placed Sita in front of Rama before fire and said the famous lines
which are repeated till today in marriages.

iyam seetha mamasuthA sahaDHarmacharee thava.
pratheeccha chainAm bhadhram thE pANim grhNeeshva pANinA

This sloka is explained by commentators elaborately.

AR EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEIEIEI I

Page3 7



trrrrrrrrIRIRERERRI RIS SRR RIRIR SR RR RSB REYRSR R RIS 2R RR 2R 22

$
iyam - this Seetha.

1. who is well known not only for her beauty but also because of her mode of
manifestation. Seetha means the edge of the plough and she was called Seetha
because she appeared from the earth when the tip of the plough touched the
ground where she was.Being ayonija , not born from the womb she shines
with her special atteributes natural to her.
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¢

; 2. She is like lightning and could not be seen with normal eyes and hence see
; her well.
$

; 3. Rama as Narayana has been separated from Seetha, Lakshmi, for long and
; therefore he would have been seeing her everywhere even when she is not
; there. Hence he was told that Seetha is here.

%
§ 4. She also, like Rama, acts like a human being but has taken the incarnation

! for the sake of Rama only.

 5.She has come to Janaka because of much penance in order to be given to
, Rama in kanyadhana.

ama suthA - my daughter.Janaka is a rajarshi. and being his daughter is a
testimonial for Seetha . This adjective is the predecessor of the next.

sahadharamacharee thava- She will be a fit companion for you in all your
pursuits, both yoga and bhoga.For instance Seetha proved to be a
sahdharmacharee in showing mercy like Rama , if not more than Rama, who
accepted VibheeshaNa who was faultless, while she showed mercy even to
those who wronged against her in Asokavana, by saying 'na kaschith

, nAparAdhyathi, who has not done something wrong ever.' Rama narrated the
story of the doves to illustrate his saranagathi dharma and likewise Seetha
told Hanuman the story of the bear and the tiger.(VR-YK)
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pratheeccha chainAm- Take her . She actually belonged to Rama and hence
Janaka says "take her " and not "I give her to you."

bhadhram thE- May you be auspicious by marrying her. It is a
mangalASAsanam to ward off evil eyes as the couple are extraordinarily
suited to each other.These words occur very often in Valmikiramayana. Being
. a sage he bestows benediction to the characters and through them to the

. readers.
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% PANim grhneeshva pANina- take her by hand. By this Janaka denotes his

% approval as her father.This also denotes that the marriage is a brAhma one

2 with the consent of the parents.

§ Janaka gave away Seetha by pouring water purified by manthra in the hand

; of Rama by way of kanyadhana, saying 'pathivrathA mahAbhAgA chAyA iva

¢ anugthA thava.' These words, meaning that she is chaste and fortunate and

; will follow you like shadow, are indicative of her following Rama to the forest
§ later. She reminds this to Rama and says that she has to go with him as per the
! orders of the elders. (VR-AK)
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Srl Kothandaramaswamy Vaduvur
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DEVAS’ SHARANAGATI

- raison d’etre for Lord Rama Avatar

e )

Dr. Murali Santhanam, Bengaluru

Introduction: Sharanagati is the act of Jeevatma surrendering to Lord Sriman Narayana (Vishnu) as a last

%@ 04D oD OHED 04D 044D 0P 004D ONMR 0D CN4R OHMR ONAD

t refuge. This surrender is made by the Jeevatma seeking the ultimate — Moksham at the end of this life.

o%dh

; Sharanagati principle has a great significance in Visishtadvaitha philosophy. Various other names used for
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§
; Sharanagati are — Bharanyasam, Bharasamarpanam, Adaikkalam, Atma Nikshepam, etc. Bharanyasam §
g

# means offering the load of samsara at the sacred feet of Bhagavan. Ramayan is considered equal to 4 Vedas.

o4h

; It is called ‘Sharanagati Shastra’. Sriman Narayana incarnated as Sri Rama to show all of us the dharmic way §
; of life leading as an example. The ultimate aim of any soul on this earth is to reach its permanent abode — Sri §
; Vaikuntam at the end of this life and be rid of the re birth cycle (punarapi jananam punarapi maranam). We §
; need a guide or handbook to know the dos and don’ts during this life so that we reach the ultimate goal. That §
; handbook is nothing but the Vedas. Sri Rama took avatar to show us the way prescribed in Vedas. Our §
; Acharyas say that the purpose of the two Itihasas (Sri Valmiki Ramayana and Sri Mahabharata) is to enable g
; every one on this earth to lead the vedic way by following the principles prescribed — without distinction about £

! the caste, creed or the sex (male or female) that one belongs to.

X

RA
(Rigveda)

MA
(Samaveda)

(Yajurveda)

\\JAN
(Atharvanaveda)

Though there are various ways (marga) to attain ‘moksha’ — Karma, Jnana, Bhakti, Sharanagati — Sharanagati

o
<
(Prapatti) is considered to be the easiest of all. The result of the surrender to the Lord — attaining moksha — :Iué;)
[a W
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o oNd

is assured at the end of this life. Bhakti way is quite time consuming, requires lot of efforts, patience, need to
have the knowledge of our vedas . Beyond these tough requirements in the Bhakti way, the time when that
person will attain moksha is not known — it may take many births.

The person who does Sharanagati (prapanna) should have two important things — One ‘Akinchanyam’ (I
don’t have any other way to attain moksha) and Two ‘Ananyagatitvam’ ( | have no one else to go to). The
Lord to whom Sharanagati is being made should have ‘Paratvam’ (Ultimate Supremacy — Omnipotent) and
‘Soulabhyam’ (Easily Accessible).

FIVE ANGAS OF PRAPATTI:

1. Anukoolya sankalpam — The prapanna promises to do deeds that are prescribed as per shastras and pleases

the Lord (Dos)
PrAthikoolya varjanam — He shall refrain from acts that are forbidden in shastras (Don’ts)

KaarpaNyam - Feeling of humility arising from helplessness in resorting to other means of salvation

2.
3.
4. MahAviswAsam - considered the most important of these five angas - unshakeable faith in Lord as the
only one who can help him in reaching the ultimate goal of this life

5.

Goptrtva varaNam- positively pray to the Lord to save him and grant him salvation.

BENEFITS FROM CHOOSING PRAPATTI WAY:
1. When one performs Prapatti, Lord assures him of all benefits — including Himself — Lord expects

nothing but a simple ‘Anjali’ (two folding hands)
2. ltis very easy to perform
3. It grants immediate benefits — moksha assured at the end of this life itself
4. 1t needs to be performed only once — Sakrut Eva
5. Universal — Prapatti can be performed by any one — irrespective of sex, caste, creed or nationality
Is success assured for all when sharanagati is performed ?
The answer is ‘normally yes’. Sometimes the fruits are received immediately (Vibhishana’s instance), some
times delayed (Bharata’s case) and very few instances not successful (Dasaratha’s and Rama’s sharanagati to
Samudraraja). The instances where it is not successful may be due to the deficiencies in the person to whom

the act was done.
Where did the Devas perform Sharanagati?

First Version: Devas went to Brahma’s place. From there Devas along with Brahma go to Ksheerabdi (abode

of Lord Sriman Narayana) and all of them did sharanagati to Sriman Narayana.

Second Version: When King Dasaratha was performing Putrakameshti Yaga, all the Devas personally attend

the Yaga to receive the offerings (havis). Lord Brahma also graced the occasion. Lord Vishnu came to that
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Yaga to take part in the ritual. At that juncture, the Devas performed sharanagati. This version is found in the
Srimad Valmiki Ramayana.

Devas’ Sharanagati Details:

$

2

2

2

g
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2
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; HITdecacTa TG AU +ATH 8T |

g ..

: Hellodl ST TSI o o AF]e: ||
g Devas tell Brahma that a demon (Rakshasa) Ravana by name , who had obtained boon through his grace, is
; oppressing them. They are unable to punish him from their powers. He is frightening all the three lokas. He
g
g
g
g
g
g
g
g
g

is trying to defeat even Devendra. He is troubling every one — saints, yakshas, gandharvas, brahmins and all
others.

ool FA: Tl ared arfd o Ao |
! A HAT o Toedl TS o Hrad ||
§ e Hgwall T TEATGIRTHICH RGN |
% quTe TG $Tae I A ||
; Normally all the Devas perform their daily duties perfectly — without any blemish - out of deference to Lord $
# Mahavishnu. Now these Devas are afraid of Ravana and are under his command. There has been a slip up in

their performance. On seeing Ravana, Sun reduces the intensity of heat, the winds slow down their speed, the

waves in the ocean suddenly stop etc .

Devas tell Lord Brahma that they are all afraid of this rakshasa and He has to think of a plan for killing this

demon.

3
:

C

(&
(&)

o

gedT [Afearaes a"éfrqm’rwc 11
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; Lord Brahma thought for a while. He tells Devas that he got an idea and asks them to listen. While seeking ¢

; boon Ravana had sought that he shall not be killed by gandharvas, yakshas, devas, demons. He had not asked ¢

; that he shall not be killed by human beings and monkeys (Nara and Vanara). Ravana thought these two §

o4p

; are so powerless beings and that he doesn’t foresee any danger arising to him from these (human beings and §
§ monkeys). Therefore, Lord Brahma says only a human being can kill Ravana. No one else can kill him. All §

the Devas become very happy after listening to this but got a new worry —who will incarnate in human form?? §
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; At that juncture Lord Vishnu arrives on his carrier Garuda to the venue of Dasaratha’s Yagna sporting all his ¢
§weapons (Conch, Discus and Mace) wearing yellow apparel (peetambar). At that place, all the Devas ;

; prostrated to Lord Vishnu and sang hymns in His praise. The Devas reported to Lord Vishnu about the §

o¥dp

¢ atrocities being committed by Ravana and their helplessness in controlling him. They request Lord Vishnu to §
 incarnate as a Human being and slain Ravana. They say they have none else to approach and protect them §
' from Ravana’s wrath. When all of them did Sharanagati and sought his help, Lord Vishnu said “Don’t be ;
 afraid of Ravana. I shall definitely incarnate as a Human Being”. Lord Vishnu assures that for the good of ;
 all he shall kill not only Ravana but his children, grand children, ministers and whoever comes in the way of %
' Devas and saints performing their dharmic duties. Lord Vishnu says he will live in this Earth for 11,000 years 7
+ — first to kill Ravana who is giving trouble for all and then show all of us how to lead a dharmic way of life.

Lord Vishnu chose king Dasaratha to be his father.

In the meanwhile, Lord Brahma asks all Devas to help Lord Vishnu in this humongous task. VVarious Devas
incarnated themselves thus — Indira as Vali, Surya as Sugreeva, Lord Brahma as Jambavan, Vishwakarma as
Nala, Agni as Neela, Aswini Kumaras as Mainda and Dvivida, and Hanuman as Vayu’s son. Apart from this,

thousands of monkeys were also born. All of them had lot of strength and powers.

While King Dasaratha was performing Putrakameshti Yaga, a mighty person (Yagna Purusha ) emerged from
the sacrificial fire. His body was shining like gold, looked very powerful and having great strength. He had a
red face. He was wearing splendid divine ornaments. His radiance was similar to the Sun. This divine being
was holding a vessel made of gold but the lid was made of silver. The vessel was filled with payasam ( milk,
jaggery and rice preparation). He tells Dasaratha that he has been sent to that place by Lord Brahma.

~
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Yagna Purusha tells King Dasaratha that this payasam has been prepared by Gods. This will help beget

children. Please take this. It also gives wealth and good health. Please offer this to your wives. If you do this,

XD 0D OXdD AP 0N ONED 0D ONED 0D OXED OND OXED ONAD N OXAD O 0D ONE 0D OXED NP XD ONAD 0N OXD OHE 0D O 0D OXD D XD ONMD 0N XD OHE 0D O 0D OXAD D ONED ONAD 0N OND ONE XD ONE XD OHD

your wives will beget sons. He also asks Lord Dasaratha “were you not performing yaga for this purpose
0

nly”? Dasaratha became very happy. Took that Vessel, placed it on his head and circumambulated that

o¥dp

; Yagna Purusha. He went to his palace to serve this payasam to the three queens.

; Distribution of Payasam and the birth of Sri Rama and his brothers:

; King Dasaratha gave first 50% of the Payasam to Kousalya, 25% to Sumitra and 12.5% to Kaikeyi. He was

; left with the reminder 12.5% . After thinking for a while, he gave once more the last 12.5% to Sumitra.

; After the lapse of 12 months, in the Chaitra month, Shukla Paksha Navami thithi under Punarvasu Star

g (Karkataka lagna— zodiac sign Cancer) Lord Rama was born to Queen Kousalya. Next Queen Kaikeyi gave

; birth to Bharata and Queen Sumitra delivered Twins — Lakshmana and Shatrugna.

%

¢
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; CONCLUSION: Devas sharanagati was successful because it was performed to the all supreme Lord Maha §

; Vishnu, through an Acharya (Lord Brahma) and the purpose was for well being of the world. Thus, we can §

; conclude that only because of Devas Sharanagati, Lord Vishnu incarnated as Lord Rama and killed Ravana §

o%ep

; and also showed us the dharmic way of life .

Jai Sri Ram Jai Sri Ram Jai Sri Ram Jai Sri Ram
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Choodamani Pradanam
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o¥dh

¢ Janaki is in an extremely dlstressed state and she suspects Hanuman to be Ravanan himself.

! She thinks that Ravanan has taken another form just to cheat her and torment her. But,

¢ Hanuman speaks to her sweetly to gain her trust and when he realised that he has her

; attention, and that she has started to believe him, he gives her Shri Rama's ring.

% He also tells her that this was given to him by Shri Rama himself. Here the poet Shri VValmiki
trles to capture the state of mind of Piratti. She takes the ring from him and she is

% overwhelmed with joy, and memories of intimate moments with Shri Rama and the relief

g that this is the unshakable proof that this is indeed his messenger, and this had come none

! too soon either! - and she is overcome by myriad emotions, all at the same time. She feels as

¢ happy as if she was reunited with Rama himself!

0N o¥h oXd) oG

¢ And Shri Periyavachan Pillai says:

! It was as if Perumal had come in person and she could see him as if he was right there. It was

t as if a dear relative who had left for a different country had come back; she just could not

take her eyes off the ring. She was afraid that this was Ravanan, but no! Hanuman was from

! her Lord himself! Realising this, she is ecstatic. And she remembers:

¢ At the time of her wedding, as her father, Janakarajan, gave her hand to Shri Rama and as He

§ took her hand, she could feel this ring on His finger as he grasped her hand. It felt hard

# against the lotus soft hand of her Lord. But then, it was the beautiful hand that was

§ ornamental to the ring? was'nt it? And not the other way round? Later, when both of them

¢ led a happy life in Ayodhya, at times of "pranayarosham™(PVP"s word) , at a tiem when

¢ there is noon to act as a go-between, Rama and Sita, both of them would want to end the

! lovers' tiff, since even this kind of separation was unbearable - but, who was to speak or act

¢ first? And was'nt this the ring that came to the rescue! Perumal would slip the ring out and

; let it fall and she would take it, hand it to Him and say "Look, here is the ring!" and both of

¢ them would be secretley relieved and only too happy that they had ended their silly lovers'

§ quarrel! As she gazed at the ring, she could see in her mind's picture, the hand that wore it

! and the strong and handsome shoulder that held the bow; and it was as if the miles and the

¢ ocean that lay in between suddenly melted away ? and she was back with Him in their palace

; at Ayodhya, seated on the beautiful bed in their exquisite bedchamber!

% And she embraced the ring like she would have her Lord, if the Lord himself had been there.
And for all the hardship she was undergoing- wasn't she the daughter of the great king

% Janaka? This was not a dynasty that was familiar with sadness! But, still, here she was!

g And while she held the ring, it was like she was reunited with her Lord himself once again!

; R. Raghunathan
$

t
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Ramayana
Indian epic

Ramayana, shorter of the two great epic poems of India, the other being
t the Mahabharata (“Great Epic of the Bharata Dynasty”). The Ramayana was

; composed in Sanskrit, probably not before 300 Bck, by the poet Valmiki and in its
% present form consists of some 24,000 couplets divided into seven books.

X 0%4h 04R 04D 04D ON4R 0GR =Y

% The poem describes the royal birth of the god Rama in the kingdom

% of Ayodhya (Oudh), his tutelage under the sage Vishvamitra, and his success in

; bending Shiva’s mighty bow at the bridegroom tournament of Sita, the daughter of

¢+ King Janaka, thus winning her for his wife. After Rama is banished from his position
! as heir to the kingdom through a palace intrigue, he retreats to the forest with his

% wife and his favourite half brother, Lakshmana, to spend 14 years in exile.

: ! There Ravana, the demon-king of Lanka, carries off Sita to his capital while her two
¢ protectors are busy pursuing a golden deer sent to the forest to mislead them. Sita

; resolutely rejects Ravana’s attentions, and Rama and his brother set out to rescue

! her. After numerous adventures, they enter into alliance with Sugriva, king of the

¢+ monkeys, and, with the assistance of the monkey-general Hanuman and Ravana’s

! own brother, Vibhishana, they attack Lanka. Rama slays Ravana and rescues Sita,

¢+ who undergoes an ordeal by fire in order to clear herself of suspicions of infidelity.

% When they return to Ayodhya, however, Rama learns that the people still question

% the queen’s chastity, and he banishes her to the forest. There she meets the sage

: ! Valmiki (the reputed author of the Ramayana) and at his hermitage gives birth to

f Rama’s two sons. The family is reunited when the sons come of age, but Sita, after

§ again protesting her innocence, plunges into the earth, her mother, who receives her
¢ and swallows her up.

' The poem enjoys immense popularity in India, where its recitation is considered an
 act of great merit. Little is known of Valmiki as a historical figure, though he is
escribed as having been a thief named Ratnakara prior to becoming a sage. Many
ranslations of the Ramayana into the vernacular languages are themselves works of
reat literary artistry, including the Tamil version of Kampan, the Bengali version of
rittibas, and the Hindi version, Ramcharitmanas, of Tulsidas. Throughout North
ndia the events of the poem are enacted in an annual pageant, the Ram Lila, and in
outh India the two epics, the Ramayana and the Mahabharata, make up the

, story repertoire of the kathakali dance-drama of Malabar. The Ramayana was

' popular during the Mughal period (16th century), and it was a favourite subject of

¢+ Rajasthani and Pahari painters of the 17th and 18th centuries.
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: ¢ The story also spread in various forms throughout Southeast

? Asia (especially Cambodia, Indonesia, and Thailand), and its heroes, together with
¢+ the Pandava brothers of the Mahabharata, were also the heroes of traditional

! Javanese-Balinese theatre, dance, and shadow plays. Incidents from

¢ the Ramayana are carved in bas-relief on many Indonesian monuments—for

; example, at Panataran in eastern Java.
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Picture Courtesy: Chitra Ramayanam by V.Vijayaraghavachariar

Vibheeshana carrying the Sriranga Perumal vigraham,
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% Ramayana

The Ramayana belongs to a class of literature known in Sanskrit as kavya (poetry), though in the

¢ West it is considered to belong to the category of literature familiar to readers of Homer, namely

f the epic. It is one of two epics, the other being the Mahabharata, which have had a decisive
influence in shaping the nature of Indian civilization. The Ramayana existed in the oral tradition

¢ perhaps as far back as 1,500 BCE, but the fourth century BCE is generally accepted as the date of

¢ its composition in Sanskrit by Valmiki. Though some right-wing ideologues in recent years, eager

; that the Ramayana should have the same kind of historicity attached to it as do the scriptures of

¢ Christianity and the Koran, have sought to date the Ramayana back to at least 6,000 years and

¥ even furnish an exact date for its composition, it by no means diminishes the importance of the

¢ text to suggest that the historicity of the Ramayana is the least interesting of the questions that can

# be raised about it and its characters. Whether in fact its hero Rama, who in Hindu mythology is

! an avatar of Vishnu but a principal deity in his own right, and who is also worshipped in parts of

¢ north India as a king, existed or not is scarcely of any importance. The other kind of excess is to

# view him merely as a trope — as a sign of patriarchy, for example, or as an insignia of valiant and

! militant kshatriyahood, which is what the present generation of Hindutvavadis have turned him

¢ into.

# The main frame of the story of the Ramayana is exceedingly well-known in India, imbibed by every

! Indian with, so to speak, mother’s milk. The Koysala country, with Ayodhya as its capital, is

¢ presided over by Dasaratha. Though his eldest son Rama, son of his queen Kausalya, is entitled

f to the throne, and Dasaratha is himself keen that Rama should ascend to the kingship,

s Dasaratha’s other queen Kaikeyi contrives to have Rama sent into exile for fourteen years, as well

¢ as have her own son, Bharatha, installed as king. Though Bharatha is not a party to the plot, and

¢ is devoted to his elder brother, Rama nonetheless proceeds to the forest, accompanied by his

; brother Lakshmana, who is one of two sons of Dasaratha’s third queen, Sumithra, as well as by

£ his wife, Sita, renowned for her beauty and matchless virtue. In the forest, Rama and his party

! have numerous adventures, but it is the abduction of Sita by Ravana, the demon-king of Lanka,

¢ Which sets the stage for the epic battle between Rama and Ravana. In his efforts to find Sita,

# whose whereabouts are unknown, Rama is aided by Hanuman, the monkey god or god of wind. In

! Indian literature and mythology, there is no greater exemplar of the perfect devotee than

¢ Hanuman. Eventually, Ravana, his kin, and his entire force is defeated by Rama and his military

? allies, and in triumph Rama returns to Ayodhya with Lakshmana and Sita and is crowned king.

Pitis important to recognize that there is not one Ramayana in India. Indeed, the original

¢ composition in Sanskrit by Valmiki is seldom read these days, and the most common Ramayanas

f are in the ‘vernacular’ Indian languages. In south India, for instance, the Ramayana of Kamban,
written in Tamil in the eleventh century, prevails; in north India, the Ramayana of Tulsidas, called

¢ the Ramacaritmanas, has become legendary. Even among the Hindus living in far-flung places of

! the Indian diaspora, such as Fiji and Trinidad, the Ramacaritmanas is the devotional text of

; Hinduism par excellence. There are Ramayanas in virtually all the major Indian languages, and a

t few dozen translations, mainly abridged, and “transcreations” in English. In the Bengali version of

; the story, Ravana is turned into the hero; and this narrative was again taken up by the nineteenth

¢ century Bengali writer, Michael Madhusudan Dutt (1824-73), whose own epic retelling of the

f Ramayana portrays Rama as a weak and effeminate figure representing an earlier stage of

! political naivete and parochialism. It is no surprise that one American scholar, Paula Richman, has

¢ written of the “many Ramayanas” in a book by the same title.
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% Though the main story of the Ramayana may appear to be without much complexity, the epic
t presents numerous problems of interpretation, as has already been suggested.
True, Rama appears in popular Indian representations (especially in the north) as the very model
¢ of the monogamous husband and just and good king; similarly, Sita has been seen as the
# supreme model of the virtuous, self-sacrificing, and obedient wife, the supreme embodiment of
$ femininity as much as womanhood. But even a superficial reading of the Ramayana puts this
f interpretation at some risk. One problem is that the Ramayana appears in many versions, and the
¥ variant endings illustrate the nature of the diverse readings. In the commonly accepted version of
; the story, after Rama had rescued Sita and brought her back to Ayodhya, numerous rumors arose
¢ about the questionable fidelity of Sita that had the effect of unsettling Rama. Though Rama
; realized that his wife was the very paragon of virtue untainted, and that she would not have
¢ submitted to the sexual advances of Ravana, in whose captivity she had remained for many years,
# some doubts began to creep into his own mind; besides, as a king, it was his duty to put to rest the
! anxieties expressed by his subjects. Consequently, he subjected Sita to a public test: if she could
¢ emerge from the flames of the fire unscathed, that would be the touchstone of her unimpeachable
# moral character. Sita passes the test (agnipariksha) with flying colors, and henceforth takes her
! place besides Rama, and together they preside over Ayodhya. In a variant ending, Sita is sent to
¢ pass the rest of her life at the hermitage of Valmiki, where she gives birth to the twins Lava and
? Kusa; and eventually, pleading with the earth, from which she is descended, to be her witness,
' Sita [the word means “furrow”] returns to the earth from where she had come forth. This can be
¢ seen as a reprimand to Rama, as a reaffirmation of the feminine principle against the masculinity
£ of realpolitik. One recent and moving reinterpretation of the Ramayana by Ramachandra Gandhi
¢ suggests that the portion about the agnipariksha is not part of the story as it appeared in the oral
$ tradition, being added at the instance of patriarchal men who came to exercise increasing
; influence in Indian society.
¢ Even the character of Rama is not without its blemishes [see Rama]. Contrariwise, even
f Tulsidas’s Ramacaritmanas, which is the most patriarchal of the widely read versions, recognizes
! that Ravana was not without certain admirable gualities. Indeed, the tales about the Ramayana
¢ suggest a wonderful self-reflexivity. When Rama agrees to go into exile, he attempts to dissuade
¢ Sita from following him; she is advised that as a princess, accustomed to all the luxuries that life
! has to offer, the hardships of a meager and hard existence in the forest are not for her. But, as a
¢ Hindu wife, Sita suggests that she will willingly share her husband’s life, and that at this critical
f moment she cannot abandon him. The Indian writer Ananthamurthy has written about one version
! of the Ramayana, where Rama pleads with Sita to remain behind in Ayodhya; finally, exasperated
¢ by his presumption that women must not undergo the hardships of life, Sita says to Rama: “If in all
f other Ramayanas | accompany you, how can | not do so in this Ramayana.”
¢ THE TEXT: The Valmiki or Sanskrit Ramayana contains nearly 50,000 lines of verse, and is much

¢ longer than both the lliad and the Odyssey. The narrative is broken up into seven books, as

; 1. Bala-kanda: the boyhood and adolescence of Rama;

$ 2. Ayodhya-kanda: the court of Dasaratha, and the scenes that set the stage for the

; unfolding of the story, including the exchange between Dasaratha and Kaikeyi, and the
$ exile of Rama;

$ 3. Aranya-kanda: life in the forest and the abduction of Sita by Ravana;

; 4. Kishkindhya-kanda: Rama’s residence in Kishkindhya, the quest for Sita, and the

g slaying of Bali;

? 5. Sundara-kanda: description of the landscapes over which Rama roams, and the

g arrival of Rama and his allies in Lanka; sundara means beautiful, and this portion of the
L book has passages of lyrical beauty;

g 6. Yuddha-kanda, also known as the Lanka-kanda: the book of war: the defeat of

; Ravana, the recovery of Sita, the return to Ayodhya, and the coronation of Rama; and
L 7. Uttara-kanda: the “later section”, detailing Rama’s life in Ayodhya, the banishment of
! Sita, the birth of Lava and Kusa, the reconciliation of Rama and Sita, her death or

; return to the earth, and Rama’s ascent into heaven.

?

!
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; There are numerous translations of the Ramayana available in English. One popular, but

t extremely condensed, version — based on the Tamil of Kamban — is by R. K. Narayan (Penguin
! Books); in India, just as popular is the version, also in prose but longer, by C. Rajagopalachari

¢+ (Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan). Another easily available abridged version in verse is by William Buck.
# The most scholarly, and complete, English translation of the Ramayana, is the multi-volume

$ version by Robert Goldman, Sheldon Pollock, and others, published by Princeton University

¢ Press.
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Ramayana -1: The issue of mismatch of tithi and
birth star of Rama
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t
; A major difference between dating the Ramayana and the Mahabharata is that
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; the year of the Mahabharata war is very much etched in our system of Time §
% whereas Ramayana is not. The year of Krishna leaving his mortal coils forms
g the cut-off year as that year forms the beginning of Kali Yuga - the Time scale ;
; we continue to follow. 5124 years having gone by the month of Mesha (Aries) ;
; in the Gregorian year 2024 CE, the year of Krishna leaving the world is easily ;
; calculated to be 3101 BCE. The Mahabharata war occurred 35 years before ;
¢ that, as is known from Gandhari’s curse of destruction of the Vrishni-s on the ¢
§ 36th year after the war. In four contexts, this duration has been mentioned in §
§ the Mahabharata thereby making it very clear that the war took place in 3136 §
§ BCE, thirty-five years before Krishna left. §
; The year name of the war is deduced as Krodhi - being the 36th year before the §
¢ first year of Kali Yuga (Pramathi). The Janamejaya grant found in the $
! possession of the Bhimanakatte Mutt further reiterates the first year of Kali !
! Yuga as Pramathi. !
; This advantage of cross referential inputs either by the year name or the year §
% number is not available in the case of Ramayana. However, Valmiki gives $
g valuable information on the location of six planets besides the name of the §
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§ month, tithi and the star of the day and even the lagna of birth.

?
% Of these, the month and tithi will join every year. The star also will join once in
% a few years and not every year because the time taken by the moon to cross a

% ! tithi differs from the time taken to cross a star. A tithi is slightly longer than a

: ! star. By the time the moon completes a round of the zodiac, the sun also has

; moved at the rate of one degree a day. It crosses a star in 13 days and 8 hours
! (approximately). By the time the moon completes one round around 27 stars,
¢ the sun would have crossed two stars. When the moon comes around to catch
; up with the sun, two stars are thus crossed additionally.
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; As a result, the star - tithi match of a particular combine will be different

¢ month after month. For example, Rama was born in Shukla Navami with the
! moon in the star Punarvasu. This combination will change in the next month

; with the same tithi advanced by two stars. Therefore, the month is important
! for a combination of tithi-star to be the same. The month is determined by the
?

% position of the Sun. The Sun was exalted at the time of Rama’s birth as per

g Valmiki, which means it was in Mesha (Aries).

oXdh oNep

! The foremost crucial input from Ramayana is the combination of Shukla
! Navami tithi in Punarvasu with the Sun in Aries. In reality, it is impossible to
¢ see this combination.

oXdh oD oXdd

oNdh oh o

¢ The problem in tithi-star combination with the Sun in Aries

§ To understand the problem, let us know the terminologies used. The birth time
; tithi was Shukla Navami which means the Moon was in the 9th tithi after

¢ Amavasya in that month. The moon joined Punarvasu on the day of Rama’s

§ birth. Counting backwards to know when the Amavasya occurred in that

§ scenario, we can know the position of the sun. Amavasya means conjunction of
! the sun and the moon. Once the moon leaves the sun (the disc of the sun is the

; limit), the 1st tithi called Pratipat starts. Each tithi will cover each star though it
% need not be from the beginning of the star. A star means a span of 13 degrees

g and 20 minutes. A tithi crosses a little more of this span in a day.

; When we count back the Navami tithi (9th tithi) from Punarvasu star, the

! Amavasya must have occurred in Purva Bhadrapada. That means only if the

¢ Sun and the moon meet at Purva Bhadrapada, can the Navami tithi in Shukla

§ paksha (waxing phase) coincide with Punarvasu star. This is shown in the

§ following illustration.

Zodlacal signs [Pisces Pisces Plsca]l:les Aclesl Taurus
Stars PuBh UBh Re As Bh Kr Ro Mr Au Pv'PuAs MalPp UpHaCi Sv Vi Anly MuPs Us St DhSa

Tithi-s #OM 1 2 3 45 6 7 8{ 910 11 12|13 14FM 1 2 3 & 5 6 7 8 910 11
No Moon / |
12 13 4NM 1 2 3 4 56 7 e\,q 10111213 14FM 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14FM 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 510 11 12 13 14FM

S = Sun, M= Moon, N-M= No Moon (Amavasya), FM= Full Moon Amavasyia in PER, 0 deg Pisces, Sun in Pisces on P-Vaso

In the above illustration, the topmost row represents the zodiacal signs. [ have
named only three signs which are relevant to our discussion. The second row
shows the 27 stars. | started with Purva Bhadrapada because that is where the
Amavasya occurred so that Shukla Navami can join Punarvasu (Pv). These two
(tithi and star) are circled and highlighted. The Sun in Purva Bhadrapada or its
further movement to Uttara Bhadrapada by the day of Shukla Navami - makes
it to be in Meena rasi (Pisces) only and not in Mesha rasi as told by Valmiki.
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; Assuming that the Sun was in the last degree of Purva Bhadrapada at the time
; of Amavasya, it would move 9 degrees in 9 days, i.e., at the time of Shukla

§ Navami. That brings the Sun to the 9th degree of Uttara Bhadrapada only. Four
; more degrees are there in Uttara Bhadrapada and 13.20 degrees are there in

; Revati, (the next star) which makes the Sun take 17 days to enter Mesha.

¢ When we move the moon across the tithi-s, the next conjunction (Amavasya)

§ occurs in Ashwini star, when the Sun will be very much in Mesha as stipulated
! by Valmiki, but the 9¢h tithi doesn’t coincide with Punarvasu. Shashti will be

! running on Punarvasu and the star Magha (Ma) will coincide with Navami.

? (This combination appears in 2024 when the Sun will be in Mesha but

¢ Punarvasu will start in the afternoon of Shashti and end in Saptami.)

; This is the issue.
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;

; To have the Sun Mesha at the time of Rama’s birth, we can’t have the tithi-star ;
! alignment. The alignment happens in Meena even now which has made people !
¢ celebrate Sri Rama Navami in Meena month (Panguni) and not in Mesha $
§ (Chittirai). Seeing the impossibility to get the alignment, Sri Rangam §
g temple observes the birth star of Rama in the month of Mesha. In many other §
! places the Navami- Punarvasu combination in Meena maasa is treated as §
; Rama’s birth date. §
¢ The issue is why this discrepancy is taking place. How did the alignment $
; happen in Rama’s time and not now? If the alignment cannot be reproduced, §
! how can we reproduce the exact date of Rama’s birth? ;
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Readers would have seen many writers suggesting a date of Rama’s birth,
claiming that they got it from the simulators. Ask them to show the tithi -star
alignment with the Sun in Aries; they can’t show it because all of them use the
western astronomy simulator which does not consider the tithi-star alignment.
Almost all of them looked at the simulators to see the placement of the planets
¢ and suggested a date. But those in the know of astrology will understand that

¢ even a small change of a planetary position will give wrong time. This is the

; converse of the theory that if the birth time differs a little from the original, the
g resultant planetary position will not be correct. The Panchanga features such

? as tithi, star, weekday and lagna further tighten the time that one cannot

¢ suggest some date.
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The question, however, remains why the tithi-star alignment does not happen.
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10 Compelling Reasons to Visit the Ram
Temple in Ayodhya
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! The Ram Temple in Ayodhya |s not just a place of worshlp, it's a symbol
; of India’s rich spiritual heritage and architectural grandeur. Nestled in the
g heart of Ayodhya, a city steeped in history and legend, the temple is a

! testament to the enduring legacy of one of India’s most revered deities,

; Lord Ram. Whether you’re a spiritual seeker, a lover of history, or an

; admirer of architectural wonders, this temple offers a multitude of reasons
% to visit. Here, we unveil the top 10 reasons that make the Ram Temple in
g Ayodhya a must-visit destination, each highlighting a different facet of this

! magnificent structure and its surrounding culture.
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§ Now, let’s explore these compelling reasons that make the Ram Temple
§ in Ayodhya an unmissable experience.

X

§ 1. Historical Significance: The Ram Temple stands at the believed birthplace of
§ Lord Ram, a pivotal figure in Indian history and culture. Visiting the temple

$ offers a connection to India’s ancient past and its epic narratives.

g 2. Architectural Marvel: The temple is an exquisite example of traditional Indian
$ architecture, showcasing intricate designs and craftsmanship. Its grandeur and
; aesthetic appeal are a visual treat for architecture enthusiasts.
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% 3. Cultural Experience: The temple offers an immersive experience into Hindu
§ culture and practices. It's a unique opportunity to witness and participate in

g traditional rituals and ceremonies.

% 4. Spiritual Significance: For those seeking spiritual growth, the temple, being a
; major religious site, provides a serene and contemplative environment

$ conducive to introspection and meditation.

; 5. Artistic Displays: The temple complex is adorned with sculptures and artwork
4 depicting scenes from the Ramayana, offering a visual storytelling experience
§ of this epic.

; 6. Economic Impact: Visiting the temple contributes to the local economy of

$ Ayodhya, supporting small businesses and the community that thrives around
; the temple.

¢+ 7. Educational Opportunity: For students and enthusiasts of Indian history and
§ religion, the temple serves as a live classroom, offering insights into the

? Ramayana and Lord Ram’s life.

§ 8. Community Interaction: The temple attracts visitors from diverse

; backgrounds, offering a chance to interact with different people, share

$ experiences, and understand various perspectives.

; 9. Photography: The temple’s majestic structure against the backdrop of

$ Ayodhya provides a picturesque setting for photography enthusiasts.

; 10. Peaceful Retreat: Amidst the hustle and bustle of daily life, the temple

g offers a peaceful retreat, a place to relax, and rejuvenate in a spiritual

§ environment.

;A visit to the Ram Temple is more than just a religious pilgrimage; it's an
; exploration of history, culture, art, and spirituality, making it a must-visit
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destination for a wide range of interests.
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