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QUITHEMET @&SME UUIMEHUIMETD QFUIS FTTWTE6T H6oTE 6lemd: & W] 6TeTeory.

21,600T LIT6IT B (BLILIMem6UUN60 QLEMTW erubUBSLID 2 WD eUl 6T6TLIENS &6)60T155
MEUSBIETATITET. @& &H([HSS "allevedl Ligieme all_(h F&HHT SHHIG6T CSHEUMT 6U6V6D
Lfla au@allILUGT6L 3|8l &meoor(hGLD" 2y,600TL_Merfledr @ L1 LIMSTID ell6ems@LD.
'DTI&H&EFTaq D" 6T6TM QFTeLem6v @ TevorLMaLl LNifles Fragld - Ambs; IDTHEHE LN
QUL QLEMT W erVDLIBHGLD 6T60TLIGT 2_600T 5.

S (BHLLITemeUWLD CLIF(HETITETILD

Q& Tl QUTHEMETGW (LNE&EHUILDTEE G185 TeuoT(h6TeTS! B ([HLILITEN6U 6T60TLIEN S
21,600TL_T60T H([(HeUTeHC8 2_600TTHSIH M 6T60TM 2 _600T FLILILL Sl

"HFHM NG5S SUIT QLTS 56 616 600T
MEUSSH I 0G5S 60f LT
058 &l LG s FelleneT QHTHSMme
MI5&Lneoof]l W&HS G iflGw”
(SIB & TIENVMHISTaMLD)

WCEFMeMS SUIenTEH HevL S 6m6eUs 5 G 616voTen 6v0Tem W 6UTfU|6vor(h & 60T
eTerflemnem WIS SITLLQWIHerflul & evorevor LI T medT GLIThHeITTemeoT Ul [BleoTml & 6vor(h)
FHerfleg Gervemel erVITSH &G MITEOT. | 6U6dT IS WeUTeLD Q& UWLD

55Nl wersnn Heuw CHFECL LUIMUGHMGL GLIMES 6U6V6VS 6T6ormI 6rueu Ll
CHF 60T VTS &5 55 M6L GLITHEITTETET 85600T600T Q60T 6T6OTMILD 36U EI6M MU LD
G5PR eTedoTm HUUWCHFLD QL UIFTLITLY 6TedTmID CHMIMMI, 6T6oTG6U 3, 600T L T6IT
Smeflw B LiLmemey GUFBeTmeTer LmMIwEs. @semer allifleyssehd e (h
2 HTyeuTh &HS elems@&CauTLD.

(DNS6V LIMEHTSH6V BITTITUI600r 60T, HLN&GS 6T60TM CHMBMSET JHhSHS! HITLD

N (HLOLLD QILITIHEMEIT [HITIJITUIE00T60T IT6V &S TEOT &H& [HET (LOLGU|LD, LDMMEUTE6ITITEV
SHD L @UICVMTSI 6TETLIGILD, 3|6U6M60TE FT600T6t) LD [HLOE& G & (H6U T6oT
FI600T6en L WLIMH6UTEHEGE STLDMLLITET. &H60Tedi LD FFeoormd:S Q&FUIS LITLIbHHT86rfleor
LUS&HE5H MBS SITEFRTTH IDTFHHLOMES ANPSESHF QFaTm 6lCeT | aUT86T
N GLLIW CLOMEng.&60& U6 &8 (HEH6UTE0T 6T60TMI 24,6007 LTI o M) ULI(TH6rfl 60T TEIT.
36 BTTITUIEO0TE0T LIFQMLOMe06U 6UUITRLOMES G185 M600T(h LD 600TEI0) UL
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LD 600TET0) 6V G 6V LN 60T & (H UL GLIF(H 6T ITET6T60T & 26U S8 85 Me0TT&HeVMev @)L LIMSJLD
l6uedT eflequiLDITLD.

eTLLMeugl LM&GISSHev CUESLILIL L GHeumH CgHeuedt CLITIHETITETC6T 2|6U60T6V6VAMT.

SIHGSHIT! LDE0OTET0TEU [ OGO WIS LOTE00TL| &60TM] 6LV MIHMTTEHGET, @) 6UT&H 6T
EULDENVMTISHV 3G FGL LML SN ERMTTHEET 6T60TM S ([H6T BB L6 & T6T6rT
216US 5 S Meor. 6TeoTGoU (6l elaQUILDTETE @)L LIM&FLD

LITUBS &60T8n L6V IT60T LLO6UMIHLD (NS LITUBRSHHMSH @ 6eMNGUIITIT &H6Mm6UaUT
6TeOTMID FLD LTUBSHMS WL TeUMIDLNTTE6T 3G LG 6TedTmild Q&ML BIG)
GHUTH T TRM60T, QUL QLIBLOTEN6T GLITIHETTTen 60Tl GLIGI6OTITIT 6T60TMI600T 5.

SHOLFL UMTEHTSEH ) ahHE HL6V HeL 6 L0THeUG60T (LOfLO[B [HIT T ITUI6vor Geor)
HVMBIGTL QUBHHNT eSS Bl H6VEHHE5MBL] CLIMTEHSR 2168 Mevor L
GUII(HEITITETEOTITEOTS TV 3{6U60T (H6T QUMM BITLD e GHULLIWen &L QUMM

@) 60T MIGAUITLD 6TE0TMI T MIGMITET. @& SH(HSH S @ L1 LIMTFTHEH 6V "H ([HeU[H6T" 6Tedrm
QE&FMLEVITEL 2 60T TS S LILMHR M. @ euemend ST LDMME 6 & U6 mIG6rleor | [HerT
@6l eevasLI LiemeT Gl IjefliEaieveugl. Qg UlalL QLUGLOMLmertledr <(Hei
GLOMEng.eH LI LILIEO6T 36flEa aleLevEl. 3,&56VM6V @) SIC6 H([HeUHeT. CLITIHET L& LD.
@ FmeT e CHeUTH CgeuetT GUITIHETTeTGeT.

uof GUITIHETITETENE GLD 34,6007 LTEHE LD 2_6T6m @)H& Hedll 6ruDLIHSELD @) 60T MerTe LD
FBLh&8e00TL (e mUilev BBV HHESL LGS mS:-

wf GUITHeTmenedT HHLemevuileSlpibg LmLUILMLTE H(IHIemneavdHE S ([HLOL| STV
&600TL_(HEHLD CLITGG&HEV6VITLD 34,6007 LIT6IT FHIBIH) (LN6T Wof LITSHE &ITHIG) 86T
BB IMEH & H 6ol LLIMem 60T 6088616V 6TIRIHS(HEIT LI6o0T600T 186\ &5 MeiTerT, Lof
QU(BLDITEBHE G LD, 24600T LITEH S LD LDMTem6V LDMMHMI 6MeULIQULD BLBG, HHLLT TS5
60T LIMEC& 6T(WRIHSHEBHRMTY. @HS melLIaUD TLIQUTRSILD ImMmLOl6V6VTLO6)
BeOLQLMIGM &Il eTeTLg GO G5H5H55.

....... 6rvg eV LIgsTW LFSuLd , uwf amuwssifeu ellgulm LD
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LTS IDMEHS S 6T FlmLIL| &6

LT DTS HVIFT LOMTSHLD 3G LD. &L 6UoTITUIET &IT6VLD
LTTSLHIWL6T (PLgeueL Bm . G lsenll QFHMES GWESLD
(DI eUEMLLD &MeVLD. B\HS CHTH T L G FlwenenLw & Fafsa Liev
L T&EF eneTSHem6eNsS HI& S lq S

SO MemIsGETleL MIsLl 6feTLS @emmelss@ 2 flul ImSLInmSs
eThIGHMS. MM WISHISGETL @ BTGTT, @ HPenEWIT
LGHIGL @emmealssiE 2 HhHHEHMH @QUHHGD. 3LerTmel mFsLOluiley
LW b WIS (PWeISIID @emelsisHE 2 &hHHTHE6
LUTOHOUUGSmS.

65 b

LrisYl MS&HmE CHalF WIS earm GSMILUNG6IT. ASTaUS
SLejemeT PG  WISWIGWL. @emmelsmer  aUNLIGeUSMSETSH
QUMD @FH&GHLILLMHETETSHTV, @UIMESSEH6 eaauaills oMy
Bl&HLFFSHEBLD HL&ELILG U L6m6V.

MF 6 3L6VUMIGETIeIN, MeU6tITel eV mIS6TIaD Gl 2 SWSH MG
(LD 6OT6OTSH TS G 6l L6082, 9L T TS 60)60T BLSSLILIGILD.
GLDEITS TEIT 6UITE G UL TBIS 61T (WLPMBISLILGILD. &) 61 M6V LI M1 55 61T

6V
(BReuLTemel, SH@UueTefQuEWEFFWLD, afleqem I euuwlmigserfley
GUUTemeUWWD UMLLUGLW. eflaqem gLeuulmigsefley IMysswl msLw0n
(WLeuSID HpLILmemed Lmhe.

E9Y

60fl & T & 6rfleor 62(H QUHLLD 6T60T LIS CHeUTSHEHEH G 62(H BITET L&D MG
&6V 31,601 6UEMITLIETET STEVLD LIG6V 6T60T6Y LD QbLq (D& 6V

MTISLE eUEm T 6T &TeVLD @)T6) 6T60TELD Q@& LD: @)H60TLIL
SHUTSHEHEHGSG @ T6d &MeVld (PLLHIM emeugGemn ML QLTS LOMJEs Ll
MTHLMEHeTM6oT LIDMISHLY DTSN CHEUTHEHEH G B & Temn6v 4 Ln6vor
&6V 6 Lneoofl euem T eiTerm @) gevor(h Lnevoll GBHT&HMSHE GMI& G- & lw
SWSHHIEEG (LPETLITET @\ HSHe &meuld KT (NFaJSHEHLI0 eT6oTm)
LSS LILIHILD-
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Margazhi, queen among months

%g%=m==m=»=mp=m==mp=m==mp=m==mp=m=%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%qm=%o%»%%%%%%#%#%#%#%#%#%#%%%%%#%#%#%%%%%%%

No other month has a full bouquet of events — spiritual and cultural — as the Tamil
month of Margazhi. Although weddings and housewarming ceremonies are traditionally
not conducted, Margazhi is in fact the queen among the months. It is the month in which
bhakti resonates in the air, with devotees coming out on to the streets, singing bhajans,
homemakers welcoming ascetics, and devotion snowballs among the ordinary people.

Margazhi, also known as dhanur, in view of the fact that Sun moves into dhanur rasi, is
the month that 1s dear to Lord Krishna Himself. “I am Margazhi among months,” he says
and all those who think of Him and pray to Him, will be assured of Krishna’s grace, said

hamal Ramakrishnan in a discourse. The Bhagavatam says the highest duty of a man
consists in doing that which generates devotion to the Supreme Being, devotion which
fills the heart of man with peace. One may wonder at the need to wake up early in the
orning, when it is still cold and set forth singing bhajans or songs.

3

.,,The Hindu

Thiruppavai of Andal needs no introduction. Though they are only
thirty in number, they are acclaimed to be the seed to the entire
imperial collect of the Vedas. A minute seed that sprouts into a huge
tree, gives refuge to the likes of kings and emperors. Similarly,
Thiruppavai enshrines in itself the finest truths of Vedantha.
Thiruppavai has been embellished with many authentic
commentaries by the Poorvacharyas. Out of Swamy’s infinite mercy,
His Holiness had assented to give a series of concise and succinct
lectures on the topic of the most delectable Thiruppavai of Andal
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When Margazhi dawns, the air is filled with the devotional, poetic
music of Narayana. The season is celebrated with the compositions of
Andal - the Thiruppavai - which are songs recognised for their
mellifluous ragas and enchanting lines of bhakti. Andal one of the
twelve Alvars, who were Tamil poet-saints and devotees of Sri Maha

ishnu in the Vaishnavite tradition. She was the only female saint in
the group. To this day, she is widely regarded and well known for her
compositions of devotional poetry, which are recited and sung in
many Hindu temples and households not only during Margazhi, but
all year round.

Andal’s life and works have had a profound impact on Tamil
literature, art, and culture, and she is revered as a symbol of
devotion, piety, and spiritual enlightenment. Her legacy continues to
inspire millions of people around the world.
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KOODARAI VELLUM CHAKRAM

TIRUPPAVAI 27 IN MANDALA ART
Smt. Malathi Balaji

KOODARAI VELLUM CHAKRAM

k== K= k= = k- K 0k = k= =t 0k k- = k- Dk 0k = 0 k- = 0 - 0k =k 0k K= K 0k = 0 k- = 0k = Sk - 0k 0 K Kk =0 K 0k Sk =k Kk Sk R

This is a pictorial representation of tiruppAvai pAsuram 27 in a combination art of
: ManDala, Zen and WArli Art. The chakra portrays an insight into the tattva, hita and
i purushArtha of life.

0 Kk

i KooDArai vellum seer Govinda

i GovindA, Shreeman nArAyaNa is in the centre of the chakra, He is the goal to be
+ achieved by jeevAtmas. He is the Ishwara tattva, the universal entity, the director of
i the whole universe, and the one inside our heart as the "antaryAmi" bhagavAn.

i pADi parai konDu yAm perum sammAnam: - The hita, the means to attain him -

i the path of prapatti (surrender) to achieve him is portrayed in the following circles.

: The 8 drums (parai) represent the ashTAkshara mahAmantra which is made up of 8
i aksharas. The jeevAtma resorts to surrender and further meditate upon and sing His
# divine names which is the means for a jeevAtma to become eligible for His grace

%ﬂ#qmvcwqmvcwqmvcnbqmvcwqmww%Wmn%Wmn%cmn%cmn%Wmn%Wmn%#%#%#%##%%%#%#%%%#%%%%%%%%%%%#%#%#%#%#%#%###########ﬁ%ﬂ
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i nADu pugazhum parisinAl nandrAga, sooDagamE, tOlvalayE, tODE,

i sevippooVvE, pADagame

i The path of prapatti is time-tested and praised by the great seers of the world. The
i reward for this is the purushArtham or the goal be attained by jeevAtmas. It is subtly
:+ explained by the various jewelry that BhagavAn adorns. The bracelets, necklaces,
i earrings, ear cuffs represented in the third circle portray the protection which the
# jeevAtma gets when he experiences bhagavat anubhavam in HIs vicinity, namely
# feellng near Him (sAmeepyam), wearing His clothes and jewelry (sAroopyam),
: residing near Bhagavan with other muktas (sAlOkayam).

enDraNaiya palgalanum yAm aNivOm

The fourth circle contains BhagavAn's Chakra and Shankh which act both as his

ornament, and his weapon to protect us in times of dire need. Symbolically, it also

represents the shankh and chakra mudras which a prapanna receives from His

AchArya when he gets initiated as a prapanna (samAshrayanam). This is indeed a

moment of joy and feeling of being in eternal subservience and servitude of
hreeman Narayanan alone and none other.

S
ADai uDuppOm adan pinnE pAl SOru, mooDaneypeydu muzhangai vazhi vAra,
ooDi irundu kuLirndElor empAvai.

[timate bliss through elements like wearing new dress, consuming sweet pongal

ishes with a lot of ghee (krishnAmRutam prasAdam) and most importantly being in
unity with each other, taking other devotees also along with us to enjoy the ultimate
bliss of the Lord (sAyujyam).

k
The last circle houses the objects of eternal bliss. ANDAL explains the experience of
u
d
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ANDRIVULAGAM ALANDAY ADI PORRI
TIRUPPAVAI 24 IN MANDALA ART

Smt. Malathi Balaji

Tiruppavai 24 - ANDRIVULAGAM ALANDAY ADI PORRI

ANDAL follows her father and AchArya, PeriyAzhvAr, in singing pallANDu for the
sarvEshvara, Shreeman NArAyaNa. “pORRi” can be understood as pallANDu. Let's
sing 24" tiruppAvai along with the maNDala art and enjoy every line of the pAsuram
that celebrates kRishNa’'s guNa chEShTitas. There are eight circles in the mandala
above. Let’s match the motifs in each circle with each line of the pAsuram.

1- (start from centre) — anRu iv ulagam aLandAy aDi pORRI !

PallANDu to Trivikrama'’s feet that once measured the entire universe!
hat a spectacular sight MahAbali and all the celestials witnessed!

W
What a fortune that the whole universe was blessed with the touch of His divine feet!
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# Didn’t Akroora roll on the dust embedded with KrishNa'’s footprlnts which were
i distinguished by symboils like lotus, barely corn and elephant goad! Oh, What an
i ecstasy?

i 2 - senRanqu tennilangai seRRAY! tiRal pORRI !

¥
: PallANDu to Raama’s prowess that destroyed LankA, for the sake of dear SeetA

+ Devi!
¥
i The expeditions from AyOdhyA to LankA!! Wasn't it an epic journey in which RAma

# and LakshmaNa faced many ordeals walking on foot across AyodhyA, PrayAg,
# ChitrakooTa, DaNDakAraNya, PanchavaTi, kishkintA, RAmasEtu, SuvEIA and
i LankA? This journey is unimaginable for many of us who are enjoying today’s
‘luxury yAtrA package’.

ponRach chagaDam udaittAy! pugazh pORRI !

3 -
PallANDu to little krishNa’s fame which was attained by kicking cart demon
ShakaTAsura and bringing it down into pieces! (KrishnAvatAram).

Of all the fame, why this fame is so special? This amazing event happened when
KrishNa was just around three months old and was trying to turn around for the first
time. Marking this important milestone of the divine child’s growth, YashOdA

arranged the “utthAna ceremony’- the ceremony of the child getting up for the first
time. While she was busy with the arrangements, our little krishNa kicked the cart
and became a child hero! Bravo!

4 - kanRu kuNilA eRindAy! kazhal pORRI !

PallANDu to KrishNa’s little feet that gripped the earth tight for Him to swirl the huge
calf demon vatsAsura, and throw it on the tree demon kapitAsura, knocking them
both at the same time! Marvelous!

kunRu kuDaiyAy eDuttAy! guNam pORRI !

5 -
PallANDu to KrishNa’s compassionate guNa!
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< With his little fingers, He lifted the gOvardhanagiri like an umbrella and held it high to
1 give shelter to the cowherds against incessant hailstorms caused by Indra. He

: showed His sausheelya guNa (graciousness) by holding the hill high not for just one
+ day but for seven days, allowing normal life to go on. Incredible again!!

7 6 - venRu pagai keDukkum nin kaivyil vEI pORRI !

PallANDu to the spear that annihilates enemies and brings victory!

k- 0k =0k 0 0= k= K 0 K 0k

¢ Did KrishNa use a spear/vEI? Ever since NandagOpa saw kriShNa being attacked
: by demons, he always held a sharp spear to guard his dear son kriShNa from the
i smallest of troubles. So, it is believed that KrishNa and the gOpas also carried

i spears, readily equipped to fight enemies. ( ANDAL says this in the first tiruppAvai
i itself - “koorvEl koDuntozhilan nandagOpan kumaran” ).

A

B

%ﬂ#qmocmnqm»cmnqm»qmn%qmnqm»cmn%cmn%cmn%cmn%cmn%cmn%cmn%#%#%#%#%%%%%%%%%#%#%#%%%%%%%%#%#%%%%%#%#%###########%

w



W
¥
¥

%g%=m==w==;ot==w=»=m==w=»=m==w=»=m==w=%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%=;<>%»%%%%#=;<>%»#=;<>%»=xx==;<>%»=xx=%=xx=%#%#%#%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%

o <t X X < o A X K S o N X K o N X K S o e K K K o K K o K K K K o K K K K e K K e K i e K K e K

7. enRenRu un sevagamE Ettip paRai koLvAnN !

ANDAL reminds krishNa that He should favour her and her friends who have come
praising Him and wanting to serve Him eternally with their folded hands. (The motifs
shAsTAnga namaskArams are used)

8. inRu yYAm vandOm irangE|IOr empAVAY !

ANDAL truly stands as our representative leader requesting KrishNa to shower his
benign kaTAksham on us.

This reminds us of charama shloka from Bhagavat GeetA which says that the one
and only way to get KrishNa'’s blessing hands of protection (abhaya hastam) is to
surrender to His divine feet. (tiruvaDi)

JOYATTIRcIST ATHSG ROT O |
T Tl HAATASAT FISTRASATTA AT = || 66|

rvadharmAn parityajya mAm Ekam sharaNam vraja
am tvAm sarvapApEbhyO mOkshayiShyAmi mA shuchah (66)

5

0
59

PallANDu to our dear ANDAL!
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Andal Thoughts

Koyil T. S. Sundara Rajan - August 1, 1997

The asterism tiru-adi-puram (which falls in July-August) marks a fragrant day in our
calendar, as the tiru-nakshatram of Andal. This blessed day is highlighted by Sri
Manavala Mamunigal in the Upadesa Ratnamalai stanza
Quflwmpeumy QuevorLeTemerwimul oevorLmeT LNTHS
S®auTLU-LTSS 6 FFenin, @b BTeD6Ts S
9 600TQLIT? LD6OTGLD 2 600TJHG! LITIT, 24,6007 TEHSH S

On this day, the rathotsavam/tirutter (car) festival is celebrated in Srivilliputtur,
when Andal in her bridal finery and her winsome consort Sri Rangamannar mount
the imposing ratham (the loftiest in the country), to course through their domain.
This is verily a heavenly celebration of the profoundest of mystical and literary
traditions of the country.

>

ndal is venerated as divinity per se. The great hagiographer Pinbalagiya Perumal
iyar affirms this by citing the sloka

<a Aigdi faeam el M SURHg |
g+ Hiferanferet v Wit w@d uy: i

It is said that for the mental peace of a disciple who confessed to restlessness, Sri
Parasara Bhattar composed two slokas: the first one, “bhutar sarashcha
mahadahvaya...” naming the ten divya suri (Alvars) and Sri Udaiyavar [Ramanuja],
and the second one, “nila-tunga- stana-giri-tati-suptam...” exclusively devoted to the
‘daivatam’ (Andal). These two slokas constitute important ‘taniyan’ to ‘arulLic-cheyal
anusandhAnam’ (recitation of ‘divya-prabandham’).

—
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% kodai and goda

i ‘kOdai’ was the first name Periyalvar gave to Andal. This Tamil word stands for ‘a

i string of flowers’. In the golden quadrangle of Tirukkurungudi, Vanamamalai, Alvar
# Tirunagari and Srivilliputtur, girl-children were commonly named ‘mAlA-nAcciyAr’.
: When the Tamil name was Sanskritised as ‘gOdA’, it yielded a rainbow of meanings.
i In Sanskrit, the root ‘gAuh’ means, inter alia, the ‘vEdam’; hence, ‘gOdA’ signifies
i one who gives of the ‘vEdam’.

Andal Book is scripture

“vedam anaittukkum vittakurnh kodai tamil” is how Sri Vedappiran Bhattar affirmed
iruppavai’s scriptural status. As Sri Parasara Bhattar perceives it, Andal in her

ook seems to instruct Isvara Himself on his majesty, on the several proofs of the
ruti, in his being One without a second: “krshnam pararthyar svam Sruti-Sata-
iras-siddham adhyapayanti”. This was no parochial or denominational boast.

o

%2

s

wn

It was given to Sri Kanchi (prativAdi-bhayankaram aNNA) Svami of blessed
memory, to identify the several Vedic sources of not only Tiruppavai but of Nacciyar
Tirumozhi as well. In the best of poets’ traditions in all climes and languages, the
Andal Book registers many an echo of revelations in the smRti as well. The well-
known line “acalam Sriyam apnoti” (in the ‘sahasranAma phalaSruti’) reads as
“ningada celvarn niraindu” (in the ‘ongi ulakalanda...” Tiruppavai).

TQfd gedr g9y 9g-39H ...

(from Srimad Bhagavad Gita 11:41-42) reads as
AMIWTs LeTemensGemmid, 2|60TL 60T ML 2_[H S 60T60)60T
F -G SempSHeTalld &Ml SBTTES,
@ enmeu!

in the karavaikal Tiruppavai.

The dear and auspicious ‘rukmiNI-pariNayam’ chapter of Srimad Bhagavatam
contains Rukmini Devi’s heart-rending appeal to Sri Krishna to rescue her from
being forced in marriage to Sisupala. She urges that a lowly character like Sisupala
be not allowed to appropriate the offering (that is, herself) already dedicated to Sri
Krishna.

A1 SRUTT SfwRlg B¢ 3R
TMARES-JTU: Sfery gl

These charged lines, we know, translate into Nacciyar Tirumozhi (1:5) as
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i vAniDai vAzhum avvAnavarkku maRaiyavar vELviyil vakutta avi kAnidait-

% tirivadOr nari pukundu kaDappadum mOppadum Seivadoppa...

i One could stray outside of Sri Vaishnavam and discover in the Bible books of

i Solomon’s Song and the Psalms several parallelisms (of lyrical expression,

f sentiment, episodic situation and even doctrine) with texts from Nacciyar Book, and
¢ from the entire run of aruLiccheyal. Thus, the following texts read like translations
i of each other:

o “the smell of thy garments...” (SSong 4:11)

o “peNNin varuttam aRiyAda perumAn araiyil pItaka- vaNNa-vADai...”
(Nacciyar 13:1);

« “his lips like lilies, dropping sweet-smelling myrrh” (SSong 5:13)

o “karuppUram nARumO, kamalap-pU nARumO? tirup-pavaLac-chevvAi tAn..”
(Nacciyar 7:1)

The ‘aruLiccheyal’ occasionally brings up to an episode or two which are not
traceable in the popular Sanskrit canon. I for one could not guess the source of
“Amai-yAi gangai-yAi” of Periyalvar (4:9:5) till I came across a ‘rasOkti’ essay of Sri
Kanchi Svami tracing it to Harivamsam. Likewise Andal speaks of a fine point of
ritual procedure in,

“muLLum illAc-chuLLi eri maDuttu muyanRu unnai nORkinREn kKAmadEvA!”
(Nacciyar 1:2).

I discovered (and I regarded the discovery as a blessing of Andal) from the relatively
less-known ‘vishNu-dharmOttara- purANam’ that the pippala (ficus indicus?) samit
(twigs offered in hOmam/oblation) with spiky notches were prescribed for ‘black’
rites (abhisArika yajna) provided for in the (AitarEya?) brAhmaNa; accordingly, in
organising the rite for winning over tiruvEnkatam-uDaiyAn, this young prodigy
takes care to select for her sAttvika-hOmam the notch-free twigs. These are only a
few illustrations of Andal Book as scripture.

Andal in Srirangam

It is important to note that as many as three shrines are dedicated to Andal

in Srirangam. It is well-known that to-day’s chitra (originally, mADa) vIthi
constitutes the seventh and last of the dedicated enclosures (tiru-vIdi / prAkAram) of
periya- perumAL. There is an eighth enclosure, known as ‘aDAiya- vaLAindAn’
(meaning, ‘all-embracing’). [Even though this eighth enclosure is the ‘outer’ one, its
name served as a metaphor for a gloss ~ aDAiya-vaLAindAn arum-pada-urai ~ on
Tiruvaymozhi, written after the IDu.] At the time when Periyalvar escorted Andal

on pilgrimage to Srirangam, the present-day uttara (trivikraman) and chitra (mADa)
+ vIdi were tenanted by only the temple functionaries; accordingly, the Alvar (and, of
i course, Andal) put up in the south-western part of ‘aDaiya-vaLaindAn’, so as to be
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i within easy reach of the streamlet ‘tirumanjana- KAvEri’. On this site came up the

i first Andal sannidhi in Srirangam. Here Andal is represented in the ‘seated’ posture
 and is worshipped only in the ‘mUla’ form; since the sannidhi is on the ‘veLit-

¢ tirumuRRam’ [outer yard] of the periya-kOyil, it is referred to as the ‘veLi ANDal

i sannidhi’, and it could be almost as ancient as the Srivilliputtur ANDAL sannidhi.

i This sannidhi is administered by SrI kOyil kandADai aNNan tirumALigai.

The second Andal shrine (commonly referred to as the ‘ul. ANDAL’) is approached
from the ‘ranga-vilAsam’; the ‘utsava mUrti’, also in the seated posture, was moved
here from the veLi ANDAL sannidhi. Sri Rama is also worshipped in this sannidhi,
and one can notice a replica of Udaiyavar’s ‘tAn-Ana tirumEni’ in a sub-shrine here.
It is on this spot that the enchanting episode of “vAraNam Ayiram” is recalled, after
namperumAL dismisses the Anai-vAhanam (elephant mount) and pauses to
exchange garlands with Andal.

>

few steps to the east of chandra-pushkariNI, and across SrI-kOdanDa-rAman
annidhi, is the parama-pada-nAthan sannidhi where all the Alvars are in
‘sAlOkyam’ with perumAL. In this sannidhi, Andal (in standing posture as in
rivilliputtur) is worshipped in a sub-shrine. In simhAchalam (near
iSAkhapatnam), uDaiyavar had raised a shrine for Andal (in the same stance) near
the SrI varAha-nRsimha sannidhi, to recall the “mAri-malai muzhanchil mannik-
itandu uRangum SIriya Singam...” Tiruppavai.

2]

<

'UW‘

eriyalvar’s darling child

‘arcA’ or vigraham or pratimA, for the Sri Vaishnava, is the sentimentally satisfying
and self-sufficient proof, and manifestation of the Deity; this is the case in every one
of our 108 ‘divya-dESam’. The Lord beckons to each of us and admits us to His
epiphany in a ‘divya-dESam’ of his choice; the entireity of ‘aruLic-cheyal’/divya-
prabandham’ is but a luminiscent record and testament of each Alvar’s experiences
during such ecstatic visitations. Just to gaze (‘sadA paSyanti) at Andal at
Srivilliputtur is indeed such transport; one verily is reminded of Periyalvar’s
remembrance (8:1) of Andal:

oru-makaL tannai-yuDaiyEn, ulakam niRAinda pukazhAl tirumakaL pOl vaLarttEn,
SenkaN-mAl tAn konDu pOnAn!

Periyalvar is consistent in the memory of his precious child Andal. His initial book
Tiruppallandu declares that he had ‘no want’, being in the service of the Lord:

ennAL, emperumAn! un-tanakku aDiyom enRu ezhuttuppaTT annALE aDiyOngalL
aDik-kudil vIDu-petru uindadu kAN!
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i Andal having attained mystic union with ‘periya-perumAL’ in Srlrangam, Periyalvar

i returned all by himself; nevertheless, he exclaims (in his final decad) in fulfilment,
# “Who in this world but me can be so blessed as my being yours?”:

“ninnuLEnAip-peRRa nanmai ivvulakinil Ar peRuvAr?”

Andal’s shrine in Srivilliputtur
w

e cannot but marvel at the manner in which Andal shrine dominates that of SrI-
vaDa-perum-kOyil-uDaiyAn (‘vaTa-patra- SAyl) in Srivilliputtur; just the same with
Nammalvar shrine and that of Adip-pirAn in Alvar Tirunagari, of Udaiyavar and of
Sri Adi Kesava Perumal in Sriperumbudur.The vaTa-patra-SAyl ‘gOpuram’ at
Srivilliputtur acquired a distinction of recent history when it was adopted as the
emblem of the government of Tamil Nadu; the sacred temple’s lofty gOpuram is
presently in near-ruin condition nevertheless. Not much is being spoken of the huge
and surpassingly beautiful terra-cotta images of lakshmI-nArAyaNa and Srl-
nRsimha cresting this gOpuram. The fine-carved wooden images in the courtyard
(tirumuRRam) of vaTa-patra-SAylI, like the breathtaking stone friezes on the interior
of Tirukkurungudi gOpuram, deserve notice. We should learn to contemplate a
divya-dESam in its entirety. When great souls like Udaiyavar visited any of these,
they absorbed everything that was to a place: the streams, the mountain-stretch, the
orchards and arbours, the approaches and streets around the temple, et al. In
Srivilliputtur, there is a whole street (to the north of the temple) named after the
‘kandADaiyAr’ clan which yielded jewels of AchArya like SrI mudali-ANDAnN
(uDaiyavar’s nephew), Srl kOyil aNNan, tirumaNi appan svAmi, sholingur (SOzha-
singha-puram) doDDAchar who wrote the well-known ‘chanDa-mArutam’

ommentary on svAmi dESikan’s ‘SatadUshaNT’.

Srivilliputtur happens to be among the places where Sri Nathamuni’s institution of
aRAiyar / viNNappam-seyVAr (reciters of ‘aruLiccheyal’) has survived. Other places
are Srirangam, Alvar Tirunagari, Tirukkurungudi and Melkote/Tirunarayanapuram.
It is blessed soil, this place named after the wild bowmen tribe of ‘villi’; mutter to
yourself the verse of Vedappiran Bhattar if you sought to know how rich it is in
vibrations:

Odai piranda Ur, gOvindan vAzhum Ur, SOdi maNi-mADam tOnRum Ur — nltiyAl
alla pattar vAzhum Ur, nAn-maRaigal. Odum Ur, villiputtUr vEdak-kOn Ur !

858 =

=

hile in Srivilliputtur, wait for the bewitching moment when aRAiyar recites Svami
esikan’s hymn-consummate ‘gOdA-stuti’:
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A W,

AN DAL =

The remarkable girl who would marry none but the Lord

https://ramanuja.org/sv/alvars/andal/

Andal is one of the most extraordinary personalities in religious history. She is known in her
native tongue of Tamil as an Alvar, one who is "immersed" in the depths of
enjoyment of God, the omnipresent mysterious One. Tradition reckons 12 Alvars,
of which Andal is the only female. Between the fifth and ninth centuries, in the
Tamil-speaking region of South India, these saints revitalized the Indian religious
milieu, sparking a renewal of devotional worship throughout the subcontinent.
Traveling from place to place, from temple to temple, from holy site to holy site,
they composed exceedingly beautiful poetry to their Divine Beloved, Vishnu, as an
expression of their love for Him. Anyone can see why their poetry was so
attractive; at once both impassioned and philosophical, their words cut across all
barriers of caste and class, attracting all to their faith. In doing so, they sculpted a
new religious heritage of intensely emotional bhakti, or love of the Divine, whose impact is still
felt today in the Indian religious life. Andal, whose life and poetry are celebrated every
December-January, is the most visible contributor to this heritage.

Life of Andal

The life of Andal is remarkable in its romantic simplicity. A devout brahmin
named Vishnucitta lived in Villiputtur, a town near Madurai. His daily duties included
procuring

flowers for the worship of the Lord at the local temple.
One morning, as he went about his business, he
discovered a baby girl lying under a tulasi plant in his
flower garden. Having no family of his own,
Vishnucitta felt it was God's grace that gave him this
child and named her Godai, or "gift of Mother
Earth." Filled with joy, he took her home and raised iy o
ishnucitta discovering Andal.

her as his own. Scultpure above the tulasi garden in Srivilliputtur

Godai grew up in an atmosphere of love and devotion. Vishnucitta doted on her in every respect,
singing songs to her about his Beloved Krishna, teaching her all the stories and philosophy he

new, and sharing with her his love of Tamil poetry. The love Vishnucitta had for his Beloved
Lord intensified further in his daughter, and before long she was passionately in love with Lord
Krishna. Even as a child, Godai made up her mind to marry none but the Lord of Brindavana,
and refused to think of any human being in similar terms.

She imagined what it would be like to be His bride, playing the role of His beloved, enjoying
His presence. Unknown to her father, she adorned herself daily with the flower garland he
prepared for the Lord at the temple. After admiring her reflection and thinking of herself as His
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ideal bride, she would put the garland back for her father to take to the temple and offer to the

#,
—
o
=
=t

One day, Vishnucitta noticed a strand of Godai's hair on one of the
garlands. Shocked and saddened by this desecration of what was meant
only for the Lord, he scolded Godai for her misuse of the garland and
discarded it. He carefully prepared a new one and offered it to the Lord,
begging His pardon all the while.

That night, the Lord appeared to Vishnucitta in his dream and asked
him why he discarded Godai's garland instead of offering it to Him. He
told Vishnucitta that He missed the scent of Godai's body in the

S5 T Semyew flowers, and that He preferred them that way. Would he please continue
Traditional Painting of Andal 10 give the garlands once worn by Godai? Overcome with emotion,
Vishnucitta awoke and cried tears of both joy and remorse. It dawned
on him that his daughter was someone whose love of God was so intense and pure that even he
had not comprehended its extent. Her spiritual greatness was such that the Lord Himself wished
to share her presence. From this day on, she became known as ""Andal**, the girl who "ruled"
over the Lord.

Andal blossomed into a beautiful young woman as she came of marriageable age. When asked
to marry, however, she stubbornly refused, saying that she would only agree to marry Sri
Ranganatha, the Lord at the great temple town of Srirangam. Vishnucitta despaired, wondering
what was to become of his daughter. One night, Lord Ranganatha appeared in his dream and
asked that Andal be sent to Him in all her wedding finery. Simultaneously, the Lord appeared
before the priests at Srirangam and asked them to prepare for the coming of Andal. Vishnucitta
once again was filled with both joy and sadness; joy that his beloved daughter would attain her
goal, but sadness

at losing her at the same time. He made all the wedding
preparations and arranged for Andal's journey in a palanquin to
Srirangam.

Andal waited with excited anticipation as the wedding party
approached Lord Ranganatha's shrine. As they entered the
temple, she jumped out of the palanquin, unable to restrain
herself any longer. Running into the temple sanctum, she
embraced Lord Ranganatha and disappeared in a blaze of
glory, having joined her Lord. She was only fifteen at the time. FSEN 3 B S L
The Divine Couple: Andal and Rangan
Andal is now one of the best loved poet-saints of the Tamils. in Srivilliputtur

Pious tradition reckons her to be the veritable descent of Bhumi

Devi (Mother Earth) in bodily form to show humanity the way to His lotus feet. She is present in
all Sri Vaishnava temples, in India and elsewhere, next to her Lord, as she always desired.

Historicity

The hagiography of Andal as presented above is undoubtedly historically true in most important
7 respects. Today, the tulasi garden in which she was found is preserved in Srivilliputtur.
i Vishnucitta's house, adjacent to Lord Vishnu's temple, has been converted into a temple in honor {
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i of Andal and contains the well in which she admired her reflection while wearing the Lord's
i garlands.

¥

# Most of all, however, Andal is remembered for her poetry, in which she often strikes

4 . . . . .

: autobiographical notes about her love for her Lord. She describes herself as a young girl, still

7 not fully mature, pining away for Him. She beseeches her friends, the god of love, and even
animals for help in her quest to attain Him. Finally, she describes her good fortune of being the
¢ daughter of Vishnucitta, the best of the devout, who lives in Srivilliputtur and adores the Lord.

+ Andal’s Poetry

Andal composed two works in her short life. Both are in Tamil and are unique in
'Y their literary, philosophical, religious, and artistic content. Her contribution is even
{ '] more remarkable considering that she was a teenage girl when she composed these
| ) & 1 poems, at a time when there is no other record of Tamil women composing
; ‘ | poetry [2]. Far from being the prattlings of a youngster, Andal's verses display a
g9 literary and religious maturity far beyond her years.

Srivilliputtur . . . . . . ) . .
Andal  Her first work is the Tiruppavali, a poem of thirty verses in which Andal imagines

herself to be a cowherd girl during the incarnation of Lord Krishna. She yearns to
serve Him and achieve happiness not just in this birth, but for all eternity, and describes the
religious vow (pavai) that she and her fellow cowgirls will take for this purpose.

he second is the Nacciyar Tirumoli, a poem of 143 verses. Tirumoli, literally meaning

sacred sayings", is a Tamil poetic style in which the work is composed. “Nacciyar" means
goddess, so the title means "sacred sayings of our Goddess." This poem fully reveals Andal's
intense longing for Vishnu, the Divine Beloved. Utilizing classical Tamil poetic conventions
and intermixing stories from the Sanskrit VVedas and Puranas, Andal creates imagery that is quite
possibly unparalleled in the whole gamut of Indian religious literature.

The impact of these works on the daily religious life of the South Indian has been tremendous.
Just like the Ramayana, people are never tired of listening to the Tiruppavai. The poem itself is
recited with great religious fervor by women, men, and children of all ages, particularly in Tamil
Nadu. The daily services in most Vaishnava temples and households include its recitation.

Both of these works, particularly the Tiruppavai, have been commented on extensively by
innumerable scholars in a number of languages over the centuries. Today, we are fortunate to
have many translations of the Tiruppavai in Western languages which make these poems
available to an even wider audience.

During the month of Margali (December-January), discourses on the Tiruppavai in Tamil,
Telugu, Kannada, Hindi and English take place all over India.
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- Sri Andal Rangamannar

Andal (Tamil: &4,600TL_IT6T, Andal ) or Godadevi is the only female Alvar among the 12
Alvar saints of South India. The Alvar saints are known for their affihation to

the Srivaishnava tradition of Hinduism. Active in the 8th-century,”” with some suggesting
7th-century,” " Andal 1s credited with the great Tamil works, Thiruppavai and Nachiar
Tirumozhi, which are still recited by devotees during the winter festival season of Margazhi.
Andal 1s an important female figure for women i South India and has inspired women’s
groups such as Goda Mandali.

Periazhwar (originally called Vishnuchittar) was an ardent devotee of Perumal and he used
to string garland to Perumal every day. He was childless and he prayed to Perumal to save
him from the longing. One day, he found a girl child under a Tulasi plant 1n a garden
inside the temple. The child was goddess Sr1 Mahalakshmi herself incarnated to test the
devotion of alvars. He and his wife named the child as Kothai, who grew up as a devotee
of Kannan, an avatar of Perumal. She 1s believed to have worn the garland before
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i dedicating it to the presiding deity of the temple. Periazhwar, who later found 1t, was highly
f upset and remonstrated her. Sri Vishnudeva appeared in his dream and asked him to
¢ dedicate only the garland worn by Andal to him. The girl Kothar was thus named Andal

i and was referred as GLQQABHTHIS S FLFHQ&HTI or Chudikodutha Sudarkodi (lady
i who wore and gave her garland) to Lord Vishnu. The practise 1s followed during modern

7 times when the garland of Andal from Srivilliputhur Andal Temple 1s sent to Tirumala

+ Venkateswara Temple on Garudotsavam during the Tamil month of Purattaasi (September
October) and Azhagar Koyil during Chitra Pournamu.

Dedication to Perumal

Kodhai was brought up by Vishnuchitta (Periyalvar) in an atmosphere of love and devotion.
As Kodhai grew mto a beautiful maiden, her fervor for the Lord Perumal grew to the extent
that she decided to marry only the Lord himself. As ime passed, her resolve strengthened
and she thought constantly about marrying Ranganathar of Thiruvarangam (the reclining
form of Perumal).

Andal’s Bhakt

In North India, Radha Rani 1s celebrated as the “Queen of Bhakti (devotion).” Among the
female devotees, Mirabai‘s name 1s also taken as an example of complete devotion

or Bhakti to Lord Krishna. Stmilarly, in Tamil Nadu Andal 1s remembered for her pure
love and devotion. In the Thiruppavai, Andal, as a Gop1 in Ayarpadi

(Brindavan), emphasizes that the ultimate goal of life 1s to seek surrender and refuge at the
Lord’s feet.

Andal’s Garlands

It 1s also believed that Ranganatha of Ranganathaswamy temple married Andal, who later
merged with the 1dol. Since Andal married Ranganatha, who came as
king Raja Sriman Andhra Vishnu, the presiding deity 1s called Rangamannar."

Andal garland and Tirupati Venkateswara

For Tirupati Brahmotsavam, garlands worn to Andal in Srivilliputhur temple are sent

to Venkateswara Temple at Tirupati in Andhra Pradesh. These traditional garlands are
made of tulasi, sevanthi and sampangi flowers. These garlands are worn by

Lord Venkateswara during the Garuda seva procession.Every year Tirupati Venkateswara’s
garland 1s sent to Srivilliputtur Andal for marriage festival of Andal.
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Andal garland 1s also sent to Madurai Kallazhagar temple for the Chithirai Festival.

Andal’s Parrot

Srivilliputhur Andal’s hand-crafted parrot 1s made with fresh green leaves each and every
day. This parrot 1s kept in the left hand of Andal. It takes approximately four and half
hours to make this parrot. A pomegranate flower for beak and mouth, Bamboo sticks for
legs, banana plant, petals of pink oleander and nandiyavattai are used to prepare this parrot

Literary works

Andal composed two literary works, both of which are in Tamil verse form and express
literary, philosophical, religious, and aesthetic content.

Thiruppavai

Her first work 1s the Thiruppavai, a collection of 30 verses in which Andal imagines herself

to be a Gopi, one of the cowherd girls known for their unconditional devotion to Lord

Krishna. In these verses, she describes her yearning to serve Lord Vishnu and achieve

happiness not just in this lifetime, but for all eternity. She also describes the religious vows

(pavai) that she and her fellow cowherd girls will observe for this purpose. It 1s said

that Thiruppavai 1s the nectar of Vedas and teaches philosophical values, moral values,
ethical values, pure love, devotion, dedication, single-minded aim, virtues, and the ulimate

goal of life."

Nachiar Tirumozhi

The second work by Andal 1s the Nachiar Tirumozhi, a poem of 143 verses. “Thirumozhi”
literally means “Sacred Sayigs” m a Tamil poetic style and “Nachiar” means Goddess.
Therefore, the title means “Sacred Sayings of the Goddess.” This poem fully reveals
Andal’s intense longing for Vishnu, the Divine Beloved. Utilizing classical Tamil poetic
conventions and interspersing stories from the Vedas and Puranas, Andal creates imagery
that 1s possibly unparalleled in the whole gamut of Indian religious literature. However,
conservative vainava institutions do not encourage the propagation of Nachiar Tirumozhi as
much as they encourage Thiruppavai because Nachiar Tirumozhi belongs to an erotic
genre of spirituality that 1s similar to Jayadeva‘s Gita Govinda.

Importance in southern part of India

Andal 1s one of the best-loved poet-saints of the Tamuils. Pious tradition holds her to be the
mcarnation of Bhumi Devi (Sr1 Lakshmi as Mother Earth) to show humanity the way to
Lord Vishnu’s lotus feet. Representations of her next to Vishnu are present in all vaishnava
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temples. During the month of Margazhi, discourses on the Thiruppavar in Tamuil, Telugu,
Kannada, and Hindi take place all over India.” The Srivilliputhur Divya Desam at
Srivilliputhur consists of twin temples, one of which 1s dedicated to Andal. Most South
Indian Vishnu temples have a separate shrine for Andal. There are a number of festivals
dedicated to Andal, among the most notable being the Pavai Nonbu in the Tamil

month of Margazhi (December - January), Andal Thirukalyanam in Panguni, Pagalpathu,
Rapathu, Adi Thiruvizha, when Andal 1s depicted seated 1n the lap of Ranganathar. Andal
1s known for her unwavering devotion to Lord Vishnu, the God of the Gods. Adopted by
her father, Pertyalvar, Andal avoided earthly marriage, the normal and expected path for
women of her culture, to marry Vishnu, both spiritually and physically. In many places in
India, particularly in Tamil Nadu, Andal 1s treated more than a saint and as a form of god
herself and a shrine for Andal 1s dedicated in most Vishnu temples.

:
g

~

housands of people from the state Tamil Nadu participate in the “Aadi Pooram” festival
celebrated 1n the Andal Temple. After early morning special pujaas, the presiding deities,
Shr1 Rengamannar and Goddess Andal are taken in decorated palanquins to the car. The
festival marks the adoption of presiding deity, Andal, by Periyazhwar after he found her
near a Tulsi plant in the garden of Vadabadrasai Temple at Thiruvilliputhur on the eighth
day of the Tamil month of Aadl.

‘Women groups inspired by Andal

In poetry, 9th-century Andal became a well known Bhakti movement poetess, states
Pintchman, and historical records suggest that by 12th-century she was a major mspiration
to Hindu women 1n south India and elsewhere.Andal continues to inspire hundreds of
classical dancers in modern times choreographing and dancing Andal’s songs.Andal 1s also
called Goda, and her contributions to the arts have created Goda Mandali (circle of Andal)
i the Vaishnava tradition.

~

hrough poetry of saints (such as Andal) women are thought to be able to connect with the
ord directly and those words are thought to encapsulate their personal emotions.

r‘

Goda Mandali

Goda Mandali (circle) which was named after Andal was formed in 1970 and reorganized
in 1982 spreads Andal songs widely through TV and radio programs.The group would
gather weekly to learn songs and would sing at events such as festivals where they would
raise money for shrines.

Marriage to Vishnu
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i Contemporary interpretations view her act of marrying Vishnu as feminist. Divine

i marriages and virginity allowed women’s subjectivity, as she 1s able to choose her husband,

¢ and given an “aristocratic freedom”.It 1s said that by devoting herself to God and rejecting

i marrying a human, she avoided the regular duties involved with being a wife that would

# mhibit her freedom. Feminist interpretations see Andal’s pursuit of marrying Vishnu as

+ rejecting the patriarchal mstitution of marriage. Virgins with divine marriages were often

i able to practice educational freedom through reading and/or writing such as Andal did.

Andal fulfilled the expectation of becoming a wife by marrying God, but since her husband
was divine, she gained her autonomy. Andal has sung in praise of eleven holy sites.
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Karpuram Narumo Kamalapoo Narumo

Dr. Murali Santhanam, Bengaluru

Introduction: Andal is avatar of Bhoomadevi — the ultimate example for patience and also compassion.
Andal has composed two main granthams — ‘Thiruppavai’ ( 30 pasurams ) considered as the essence of
Vedas and Upanishads. Thiruppavai is also known as ‘Godopanishad’. The other grantham is ‘Nachiyar
Thirumozhi’ ( 143 pasurams ) which is considered as the (elixir) boat for we people who are stuck in the

ocean of Samsaram to wade through and reach Paramatma.

NT can be broadly classified into three parts — First Part - first five decads dealing with things before
Andal’s marriage with Lord Ranganatha, Second Part — Andal’s marriage with Lord Ranganatha in her

dream and the last part Eighth to 14" decad — Andal’s experiences after she had dream of marrying Perumal.

How thiruthulai (Tulasi) is meant exclusively for Perumal’s pooja, Andal who was born under the shade of
the Thulasi Plant in the Nandavanam of Periyaazhwar, declares that she is meant only for Lord’s

kainkaryam “ pazhudu inri paar kadal vannanukke pani sheydu .

Nachiyar Thirumozhi explains how to worship Perumal — ‘kaya vacha manasa’ ( acts done through body,
speech, mind ). ¢ Thayyoru Thingal > and ¢ Masi Munnal * - in these two decads Andal worships
Kamadeva. “Maanidavarku Enru Pechhu padi Vazhagillen ” — Andal says that she has absolutely no
interest in the local mundane matters. “ Keshava Nambiyai Kaal Pidippaal yennum ” - prays Kamadeva to
help her in reaching the lotus feet of Keshava Nambi. Then Andal prays to Perumal ¢ Sitril Sidhayel ’. Sitril
refer to this body which has Atma inside. If we offer our body (shareeram) to Perumal, at the end of this life,
when our atma leaves this body, it will reach Sri Vaikuntam. Therefore, Andal prays to Perumal that her
body and soul both should be for the sake of Perumal. Andal brings out the inner meaning of the stealing of
clothes of the Gopikas by Sri Krishna. Sri Krishna asks them to do ‘Anjali’ with both hands before returning
the clothes as a small punishment for their mistake. ‘Koodal Vattal’ is a game of drawing dots and lines —a
superstitious belief that if they form a certain design whatever the player had in mind will be successful

otherwise not. In the next decad, Goda devi sends Kukoo as a messenger to convey her feelings.

Sixth decad is the most famous ‘Varanam Ayiram’ in which Andal is very happy as she had experienced her

arriage with Lord Ranganatha. Later, when she awoke, she realized it was only her dream. She explains
this to her close friend. In Ramayana, Trijada had a dream of Sri Rama coming and rescuing Seetha from
demon Ravana which she tells Seetha but here Andal herself had the dream and felt happy.

3

‘ Vaaranam Ayiram Shoozha Valam Sheydu Naranan Nambi ” came and “ Kai Thalam Patra ™ (held his
hand) dream - told her close friend. She wishes that her dream be realised and her close association with

Perumal be established.
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i Now, she is interested in knowing how does the Paramatma’s adharaamruta (nectar from his lips) tastes.

i She feels if she asks persons/things very close to Paramatma she could get the answer. Both Shankazhwan
i (Conch) and Chakrattazhwan (Disc) are in very close proximity with Parmatma but she decides to ask

i Conch — called ‘Panchajanyam’. Peria Vachan Pillai gives 8 reasons for choosing Shankazhwan in his

i explanation to this decad. Some of the important reasons - It is with Paramatma always — doesn’t move out

i of its place even for one second. (Chakrattazhwan will be away from Perumal — may be for a very short

=

4+ period - whenever he uses it for destroying the enemies ). The Panchajanyam gets perumal’s mouth nectar
whenever Perumal blows the conch using his lips. Panchajanyam’s sound will be like Perumal’s word which

will always be very sweet (pranava nadam).
Karpuram Narumo Kamala Poo Narumo

In the Seventh Decad, Andal asks the Conch - which decorates the left hand of Perumal - to tell her the plan
that will ensure Perumal selecting us for doing kainkaryam to him. The Conch in the role of an Acharya has
purity — whiteness — both from inside and outside. Internally it gives the sound of Pranavam (Om). That is
why Andal in her Thiruppavai states © Vellai Vizhi Sangin peraravam kettilayyo ‘. When we pray to our
Acharya we must seek true knowledge (yathartha jnana) . Andal asks question just like Arjuna asks Sri
K

rishna in the 7" Shloka of Seconda Chapter in Bhagavad Gita:

karpanya doshoapahatasvabhaavaha | pruchhami tvaam dharma sammooda chetaaha |

vacchreyah syaannishchitam broohi tanme | shishyaste ham shaadhi maam tvaam prapannam)| |

Arjuna does sharanagati (surrender) and pleads with Sri Krishna to tell him what is good at this juncture.
Arjuna says there are various paths to reach you — Karma Yoga, Jnana Yoga, Bhakti Yoga and pleads with

Sri Krishna to suggest him the way that will be the best for him. In a similar way, Andal asks Conch:
Marupositha Madhavan thun vai suvaiyum nattramum,
Viruputru ketkinren sol aazhi venn sange.

Vai Suvaiyum Nattramum: What type of fragrance, smell comes from Perumal’s mouth she asks the Conch.
The inner meaning of this statement is — the good words, good sentences that we use in our actions is the nice
smell that emanates from our mouth. The act of self-boasting, using bad words or speaking ill of others is the
foul smell emanating from our mouth. Swamy Vedanta Desikan in his ‘Vairagya Panchagam’ requests
Perumal that fragrance of jasmine flower should come from his mouth. That nice fragrance will come only

when we pray god with devotion and sincerety.

Marupositha Madhavan thun vai suvaiyum nattramum: Andal conveys that when Perumal speaks, he speaks

for the upliftment of all. He took various Avatars and outpoured the things good for all of us. That is nice
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i speech, that is a nice fragrance speech. He has shown 18 steps through his Charama Shlokas to reach Him.
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i In the Varaha Charama Shloka — “ Stite manasi susvaste ... paramaam gatim ~ - He has given assurance to

i all of us to take us to Sri Vaikuntam at the end of this life if one surrenders to Lord when he is in good health

i and senses.

In the Sri Rama Charama Shloka — “ Sakrudeva prapannaya ... vratam mama ” —Perumal has, in the standing

posture on the shores of ocean, vows to fully protect every living being if it surrenders to him only once .

<

In the Sri Krishna Charama Shloka — *“ Sarva Dharmaan ... sharanam vraja ~ — standing on the chariot
Having abandoned all duties (Dharmas) take refuge in Me alone. | will liberate you from all sins. Do not

grieve ° — Sri Krishna gives assurance to all that we can reach His Abode if we do sharanagati to Him.

Meinmei Perum Vartai , Kadal Karai Vartai ,Theru Tattil Vartai, — Through the Charama Shlokas, what
Perumal has spoken is the real ¢ Vaay Suveyum Natramum °. That Andal says ‘ Viruputru ketkinren *. Arjuna
pleads with Krishna ,

yach-chhreyaha syaannischitam boohi tanme |

shishyaste aham shadhi maam tavaam prapannam ||

- in the same way Andal pleads with the Conch.
Karpuram Narumo: Karpuram is camphor. Camphor emits beautiful light — a flame is created. That is
symbolic of Jnana Yoga. Sri Krishna has told about Jnana Yoga — “ Hey Conch please tell me that ” asks
Andal.

~

amala Poo Narumo: Kamala Poo is not the normal Lotus flower. There are eight petals inside our Atma.

—

hey are the Apahatapapma, Vicharaha, Vimrutyuhu, Vishokaha, Vijigatsaha , Apipasaha, Satyakamaha and

w

atyasankalpa.. These petals will bloom only when we do Bhakti to Perumal. That is the real Bhakti Yoga.

~

amala Poo is ‘Bhakti Yoga’.

—

hiru pavala sevvai thaan: Similar to the good words that comes from Perumal’s mouth, from our mouth
also good and useful words should come. In Karma Yoga, all the three — Kaya, Vacha and Manasa — should
be focused on one thing. Swami Vedanta Desika says ¢ Karana Traya Saaroopyam iti Soukhya Rasayanam

> - Karana traya saroopyam — Here he talks about Karma Yoga . Sri Krishna has told about Karma Yoga,

<

nana Yoga and Bhakti Yoga. Andal asks Conch - treating it as an Acharya (preceptor) - to tell in-depth
bout the 3 Yogas.

b

Second Pasuram: Andal is describing the status of Jeevatma.

Kadalil pirandhu karudhadhu .....Nadalai pada muzhangum thotrathai nar sange!
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i Hey Conch!! Our life is similar to yours — the way you were born in the sea and grew up in the body of the
i Panchajana (rakshasa) and reached the hand of Perumal. Our life is struggling in this world full of Rajas and

i Tamas qualities (gunas). Please suggest me a plan of reaching Perumal.

This jeevatma has born in the ocean of samsara and resides inside this body just like panchjana
growing in the body of asura. Ocean represents rajas quality and water in the ocean tamas guna. If we want
to reach Perumal and engage in his kainkaryam, we should strive to reduce the tamas and rajas elements and

o

evelop rajasic gunas. We should be just like an instrument (nimitta) in the hands of Bhagavan like Conch is.
“ Na ham karta na idam mama karma
Phalam api namama bhagavaneva swameeyamya ”

If we leave the attachment and ego, reduce rajas and tamas qualities and lead a sattvic life then it will
be like “ It is Gotten done. I am Not Doing it. It is gotten done by him . Phalam api namama - the fruits does
not belong to me. Perumal has to use our body and atma just like he uses the conch. We are not the owners
for both - the body and the soul (atma). Body is controlled by Karma and Soul belongs to Perumal. If we do
kainkaryam to god with the feeling that we are not doing it, then like the Panchajanya conch when blown by
Perumal creates a fear in the minds of the atheists — our speech that is pure creates fear in the minds of the

atheists who come near us and they will stay away from us.

oozhiyan kaithalath Thidaril kudiyeri theeya asurar,

The words that come out of our tongue being sattvic, takes us nearer to Perumal as told in Taittiriyopanishad,
“Yada hyaevaisha yetasmin adhrushtye anatmye anirukte anilayane abhayam pratishtam vindate”

One who is focused on Perumal, his speech will be very pure. The words that come out of such person creates

fear among the atheists like panchajanya ‘ abhayam prathishtam vindate’

Nadalai pada muzhangum thotrathai nar sange! Hey Panchajanya!! The way your Omkara gave inspiration
to the Pandavas and fear to the Kouravas, all those who are good to me let my words be like honey and
those who are evil to me, let the words create ruckus and see that they don’t come near me and disturb my

peace.

Third Pasuram:

6

Thadavaraiyin meedhe sararkala chandiran ... kudiyeri veetrirundhai kola perunsange! ”

Andal, when seeking Bhakti jnana, asks the Conch, the way the Autumn Season Full Moon gives inspiration

to Perumal, please get me such type of knowledge. Such type of knowledge will not come overnight. It has
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i to come gradually. The full moon doesn’t appear in full shape immediately on rise — the moon will be first i
i seen behind the mountains, then slowly slowly as it raises, we see the full moon. In a year we may have 12 to
¥

< 13 Full Moons but the one which we see in the autumn season is very special — that moon is filled with 16

i good qualities (shodasha kalas) like how Sri Ramachandra’s face was:
Chandra kantaa naananam Ramam ateeva Priya darshanam|
Roopa audaarya gunai pumsaam Drishti chittaapa haarinam||

The same Autum full moon inspired Sri Krishna to play his flute (Venugana). When Sri Krishna played his
flute on the autumn season full moon day, all the gopikas ran towards Sri Krishna. Andal asks the conc

h
please create good sense and let nice words emit from my mouth that would enlighten my mind so that I reach

nearer to Perumal like you’.

The way Autumn season full moon appears bigger than all other full moon day moons, similar to that ¢ You

Conch not only look big in size because you are very near to Perumal — your fame also has grown ’ — that is

(o
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why Andal calls the conch ‘Kola Perum Shange’ (Big conch). Every jeevatma as it keeps going nearer an

nearer to Perumal , its fame increases, its status grows - this is the essence of this pasuram.
Fourth Pasuram:
Chandira mandalam pol Damodharan kaiyil , ... ..... Indiranum unnodu selvathikku yelane.

Hey Valampuri Conch ( Conch with circle that goes clockwise — Panchajanya Conch is this type ) - which
itself is very special - like a galaxy of moons you are permanently seated in the divine hands of Dhamodhara
— it looks as if you are telling some secret into Perumal’s ears. It is your good luck that your wealth is much

uch greater than Lord Indira himself. Earlier Perumal gave you the nectar experience of his lips but now he
has also given you the exposure to His ears. In the Dhamodharopakyana, Lord Krishna got tied around his
waist from mother Yashoda — the rope mark on his waist denotes that you got yourself tied without giving any
difficulty ( very obedient kid ). Andal tells Panchajanya conch ‘You too should be respectful and very
obedient while performing Kainkaryam to Perumal and help me in reaching Him’ . The secret that you are
sharing with Perumal in his ears looks like you telling Him that ¢ there are lot of devotees who cannot be

separated from him ’ Please tell about me also to Him.
Fifth Pasuram:
Unnodu udane oru kadalil vaazhvarai ...... Pal nalum unnkinrai paancha sanniyame !

Oh pAnchajanyAzhwAn! Many conches live with you in the same ocean but no one respects them. You are

very fortunate because you have been enjoying the sweet nectar from Perumal Madhusudhanan’s mouth from
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¥

i very long. Kodai tells Panchajanyazhwan “ You are fortunate to be in the left hand of Perumal permanently

¥

: and it is because of you that Perumal has got the title ““ Idam Kai sangh udayaan” ( One who is adorning

i Conch in his left hand ). Andal says though | am born as the daughter of Periyazhwar, |1 am not fortunate to

i have tasted the Perumal’s mouth nectar but you have been enjoying that frequently.
Sixth Pasuram:
Poi theertham adathe nindra punar marudham ...Vai theertham paindhu ada vallai Valamburiye!

ormally, devotees go on pilgrimage to various places, to bathe in sacred rivers like Ganga, Cauvery,

< Z

amuna, etc. Oh conch, which is curled on the right side! There is no need for you to move out of your
place in search of sacred rivers. Instead, you climbed on to the divine hand of kaNNan who uprooted two
trees (which were two demons — Nalakubera and Manigriva that had stood as trees due to sage Naradha’s
curse). You have got the fortune of settling well in the water inside the mouth of Perumal, who has reddish
eyes and you take your bath there forever. In this world there is no one so fortunate as you (conch). Reddish
Eyes depict the love and affection Perumal has towards his devotees. When Emperuman blows you (conch),
is mouth nectar reaches inside you through the air it creates. Hence, you (conch) not only enjoy the nectar

from his lips but also the nectar from His entire mouth.

Seventh Pasuram:

Sengkamala naann malar mel then nugurum annam pol ....Sangu araiya un selvam saala azhagiyadhe!

Oh King of all Conches!! Are you taking small nap in the hands of Kannabhiran who has Red coloured Lotus

o
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like eyes and black hued body. This is similar to a white swan that is drinking honey from a just bloomed re

lotus flower. Hi Panchajanya — the leader of all conches - Your wealth of servitude is absolutely great.

econd Shlokam, First Skanda, Chapter 11 of Srimad Bhagavatam expresses similar sentiments as this

o O

asuram:

Sa uchcha kasha Dhavalodaro daroapyurukramsyaaDhar shoNa shoNimaa |

Dhadhmaayamaanaha karakanjasampute yaThaabjaKhande kalahamsa utsvanaha ||

The white and the fatty intestine possessing Conch, held in the hands of Sri Krishna and blown by Him, due
to the association with the nectarine lips, looked red. It looked like a white swan playing in the branches of

red lotus flowers .

Eighth Pasuram:
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i Unnbadu solil Ulagalandhan vaiamudham ..... Pannpala seigindrai Pancha sanniyame!
¥

i Oh PAnchajanya! What you eat is the nectar from the divine mouth of emperumAn who measured all the
worlds! ( Here Andal is referring to the Trivikrama Avatara of Lord Vishnu where Perumal measured the
entire world with a single step) . You sleep on the divine hand of that emperumAn who has the complexion
of ocean! All the girls and ladies in the Ayarpadi - who are waiting to have samslesha with his body and have
the taste of the nectar from his mouth - are complaining about you. Hey Panchajanya - leaving us all, you are
indulging in this unjust act. Is this correct? Whatever you are doing is completely opposite to what normally
the Bhagavatas, who are in a ghoshti thinking always about Bhagavad vishayam (matters about Perumal) do.
Normally, Bhagavatas will never wish to enjoy Perumal for themselves. They will always try to take all similar
bhagavatas with them as a team and whatever pleasure they get from Perumal they share with all the
bhagavatas.

Andal goes to such an extent to blame Panchajanya for this selfish attitude that she is not surprised about this
attitude - it is because of its past history and birth related — The Conch grew in the stomach of the demon —
Panchajan (reason for not sharing the Perumal’s nectar with all other bhagavatas). This is not the attitude of

a good bhagavata. Just like Periazhwar had shown, Andal also encouraged ghoshti culture and was callin

(o]
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very one, in her journey to see Lord Krishna ( In Tiruppavai Pasuram 1 ‘ Poduveer Podumino ’ , Pasuram

— (D

5 ¢ Yellarum pondaro’). In Thirupallandu, Periazhwar has echoed similar sentiments - © Vazhaal pattu ninreer
Ullirael °. Panchajanya doesn’t have this type of broad mindedness — not seeing even an iota of this attitude

she laments.

Ninth Pasuram:

Padhinaram ayiravar devimar parthiruppa .... Sidhaiyaro unnodu Selva perunsange!

<

ust as in the previous pAsuram, in this too she speaks about how the girls are getting angry with Srl

Anchajanyam.

©

Oh pAnchajanyam ! When all the Bhagavatas are together, if you are enjoying all alone, the Perumal mouth

>

ectar, just like drinking Honey and claiming it to be your sole property, will not the Sixteen thousand consorts

[of emperumAn] awaiting to imbibe the divine nectar of kaNNan go against you?

On one side, girls of Ayarpadi and Mathura are attached to you very much but on the other, sixteen thousand
devis of Dwaraka are growing enemity against you — Are you aware of this? They are disappointed that you

are establishing monopoly on the mouth nectar of Perumal.

Andal states if the Sixteen thousand devis boycott you, saying that you are not a member of their ¢ ghoshti ’

o .

you will lose all the respect you have been possessing only because you are held by Emperuman in his han

and you will stoop down to the level of having to eat only mud and slush. If these devis follow the advice of

e e
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my father Periazhwar ¢ Kool Aal pattu ninreergalai engal kuzhuvinil pugudalottom * and banish you from their
ghoshti, what will you (panchajanya) do?. Without knowing all these bad effects of being removed from the
ghoshti, you are behaving with big ego and please note that Perumal’s fame is dependent on His devotees’
fame — not knowing this you think you are simply great. By addressing ‘Selva Perunsange’ Andal asks Conch

to behave responsibly if it wants to retain this title.

Tenth Pasuram:

Pancha sanniyathai Parbanabhanodum .... Aayenthetha vallar avarum annukare!

>

NdAL, through these ten pAsurams, created a strong relationship between emperumAn and Srl

Anchajanyam. She had incarnated in SrlvillipuththUr. She has absolute greatness of fame and is the daughter

o T

f periyAzhwAr. Those who learn and chant these ten pAsurams (and pray Perumal) that have been mercifull

<
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omposed by ANdAL, will also get closely related to emperumAn just like Panchajanya Conch. Thes

o O
D

hagavatas will be fortunate to do eternal kainkaryam to Emperuman.

“ Andal Thiruvadigale Sharanam

P.S.: 1. Received inputs from my Guruji U.Ve. Dr. Srinidhi K Parthasarathi 2. Pasurams not cited in full to ensure brevity
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] THIRU PPAVAI

! INTRODUCTION

iAndaI, like Sita Piratti was born at Rangamannar’s nandavanam, just like th
i ethereal fragrance of the tulasi growing nearby. After she attained

i marriageable age, when Periyazhwar was searching for a groom, Andal said, “I
i you get me married to mere mortals, | shall not wish to live, | shall not allo
i you to do so, | shall get wed to Paraman alone”. Whenever Azhwar used to sing
ithe glories of the Perumals of the hundred and eight divya deshams, and
i whenever he mentioned about Arangan, His divine form and the beauty of His
i thirumeni, she used to feel mesmerized and shed tears of joy and at the same
: time feel thrilled. She, like the gopikas of Nandagokulam, decided to get
: married to Kannan alone and adorned Herself with attire similar to that of the
iGopls and would talk hours together like them and observed the “Paavai”
i nombu or festival. These actions were sung by her as Thiruppavai. This is als
! referred to as Godai Tamizh that is “€ (5 @< LIcwoTeoo60T &LALD” a girl
i tamizh. The Tamizh sung by those born as a female. Other divyaprabandhams
i are tamizh, which have been basically sung by Azhwars who were male with
: naayaka naayaki bhavam or bridal mysticism. Thiruppavai can give one a divine

. experience of unity with Bhagavan. "LDQ.IGO)-""‘IJ'US]GU FMHIGLILIEM6VS
JMMI&E:&HMTEOUTL. LIT&HM&E6MSE Gl :&HMe00TLS1” — It is based on
those pasurams which were accepted by the changa palakai at Madhurai, that
is Thiruvaimozhi. Kodai says “Fmi& SOl LODMeM:6V (PLILISID
§5|LI LIMG::10”, one who sings this garland of pasurams in changattamizh, shall
definitely get the divine blessings of Thirumal. There are certain periods for
Vedam, when it should not be recited, but for a few days, Thiruppavai can be
recited at all other times. The shastras taught to us by our parents are two in
number. The first one being Geethai taught by our father Kannan. The other
one being taught to us is by our mother, which is Thiruppavai. Its glory is said
thus “G6UGLD MBS SIS G &S MGSLD”, that is Vedam is the
i basis for everything. And so it is said that one who does not know these (5 x 5
i + 5 = 30) thirty pasurams of Thiruppavai is a burden to the earth. There are six
imain topics in Thiruppavai — 1. Paavai nombu — The observance of paavai
* festival 2. Going together for observing the paavai nombu 3. Awakening Kannan
: 4 Singing the glories of Kannan 5. Preaching 6. Sharanagathi or Self surrender
i Andal talks about the above in the same order mentioned. Andal becomes an
iacharya to Bhagavan for having taught him of his own duties. The shastras
i proclaim that a pupil can eat the left overs of his acharya. It is for the same
¥
¥
7
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reason as to why Rangamannar wishes to adorn the flower garland of Andal
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after her having worn it. This is conveyed by her name “@& 1950 & TH S SH
BTEFNWIMT”. Just like Gopis, Andal takes all her friends and others to
observe the festival of paavai and having preached them the ultimate truths,
helps everyone to perform sharanagathi at the lotus feet of the Lord to attain
the eternal bliss of moksham. ....Www.sadagopan.org
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