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Meaning "the Dust at the feet of Bhagavatals"

Born to a vedic brahmin by name, vedavisarathar in Thirumandangudi

in the month of Margazhi and in "kEttai" nakshathram,

in the family of sOzhiya vaishnava (who had their "kudumi" (tuft) on the top front
portion and not behind);

An incarnation of vanamAIA (Divine Garland of Lord Maha vishnu) and he was named
"Vipranarayana".

Learnt Tamil, Sanskrit, vedas, upanishds, etc., at an early age

He mastered them with no effort and shone like a bright tEjasvi.

He was also well versed in writing and singing Tamil poetry

He was fully well versed in Shastras.
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He had no pride (vidhya garvam) and was humble and modest to the core and hence,
he was respected by everyone in the locality.

Highly devoted to Sriman Narayana

A bachelor throughout his life.

Like periyAzhwAr, Vipranarayana too was interested only in poomalai kainkaryam.

He migrated to Srirangam (which he was longing to visit) after his father's death) and
he made a beautiful nandhavanam

our Vipranarayanan sang pAsurams in praise of Arangan

He addresses the Lord:"O Achutha! There is no enjoyment which is equal to admiring
your such beauty. Even you give me a post of Indra to rule the Indra lokam and enjoy
that position, I still DO NOT NEED them; I just want to serveat your feet!". Such a
great AzhwAr he was.

The Lord wanted some fun (Leela krishnan); One day, two sisters were coming back
after performing a dance performance in front of Chozha king and were attracted by
the beauty of our AzhwAr's nandhavanam. When they saw him closing his eyes and
meditating on the Lord, they were captivated by his tEjas and charm. He ignored their
beauty.

Especially the more beautiful younger sister, by name devadevi got more offended and
in fact, challenged the other sister that she would make our AzhwAr her slave with her
beauty. In spite of her sister's warning and caution not to enter into such an
apacharam and endanger herself, deva devi was adamant and decided to embark on it.
Disguised and dressed as a sannyasini, she requested him to accept her service to him
at his place. Unaware of the plot, he agreed; However he did not let her stay inside his
hermitage. He maintained the distance and was as usual performing his kainkaryams
unaffected by her presence. She was desperate and felt sad that she was getting
nowhere near her vow. One day, when it rained heavily she got drenched and was
shivering. Vipranarayana could not say no for her coming into his hermitage (which he
avoided till then) and devadevi slowly aroused his sensual desires and our poor
Vipranarayanar was hooked!. She virtually made him a slave for her beauty and he
forgot all sorts of kainkaryam and singing. His thoughts were only about devadevi and
he became so engrossed in his desire for her that he could not bear even a moment
separation from her.

When she achieved what she wished, she went back to her place in uttamarkoil (near
SriRangam). Her mother did not allow Vipranarayana to see her unless he brought
some money, true to their profession (which he did not have naturally).

Vipranarayana felt isolated and was heavily lamenting the separation from devadevi
and did not know what to do. In the meanwhile, our Lord Tiruvarangan felt it was
enough for Him to play with His bhakta and hence, appeared as a servant of
Vipranarayana calling Himself "Azhagiya manavala dasan" and went to deva devi's
house. He handed over the Big Golden vessel (Thanga vattil) saying that Vipranarayana
asked him to give this to her. devadevi's mother went in search of our Vipranarayanar
and let him meet her daughter(without telling him why she allowed now; AzhwAr, too
did not ask). Next morning, the archakas found one of the "vattils" missing in the
Lord's Sannidhi and immediately informed the king. The servant maid of deva devi
informed in the meanwhile other homes where she used to work for about this Golden
vattil in deva devi's house and the news reached the king. The king after knowing the
story arrested our Vipranarayanar without listening to his pleas that he was not at all




aware of any Golden vattil; nor did he have any servant working for him, since he
himself was so poor. No amount of request or plea helped and he landed up in a dark
celll There he realised everything; his mistakes, his follies, his apacharams of not
performing kainkaryams to the Lord etc..

» The Lord appeared in the king'd dream and narrated the whole incident and said that
Vipranarayana, His dearest Bhakta, was innocent and he was at no fault at all.

» Immediately, the king released Vipranarayana and prostrated at his feet and begged
for his pardon. Vipranarayana felt greatly moved by the Lord's mercy and daya and
sang pAsurams full of bhakti .

» Having gone through a traumatic experience with devadevi, he never looked back and
since then, he became a staunch bhakta and called himself the dust at the feet of
bhakas (ThoNdaradippodi AzhwAr).

» His works comprised of Thirumalai (a garland for the Lord) and ThiruppalLLiyezhucchi
(waking up the Lord).

» His pAsurams are really excellent marvellous compositions and one is certain to get
moved by the bhakti and longing for the Lord Ranganatha.

» He sang only in praise of SriRangan.

» One of his best pasurams:

2a1fl Goveir srenfludedenev , 2. may BEnIHafaee *

urfe@ler ursapevtd , LPHGever LgepFgH! **

1@ grefausstestGar! |, serentGar! s5m1HaTCner *

aTisemarsesst? eoom |, ogmisrnSmeTTGeNT ! 29
<20 ’ b5

"OorilEn kANiyillai; uRavu maRRu oruvar illai;/
pAril nin pAtha moolam paRRilEn parama moorthee;/
kAroLi vaNNanE (en) kaNNanE! kadharuginREn;/
AruLar kaLaikaN ammA! arngamA nagaruLAnE!/"
Meaning:

I have no place; no properties; no relatives; none other than you; I know only your Lotus
feet; O Lord of Blue hued sky colour! You only are my refuge. Can you not hear my cries? Is
there anyone else to save me except you?"

ThoNdaradippodiAzhwAr thiruvadigale saraNam

Thirupalliyezhuchi
For Daily Recitation
Total No. of pasurams :: 10

Please see annexure 1 for the pasurams

Thirumaalai
Total No.of Pasurams 45

Please see annexure 2 for the pasurams
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