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IEI After composing the magnum opus Sri bAshyam, Sarasvati devi conferred the title Sri

bAshyakArar and told that this vyAkkyAnam will please the sutrakArar itself (veda
vyAsa), the accolade which no other bAshyakArAs got except Sri rAmAnuja and gave
IEI the Hayagreeva murthy, which was given by BrahmA to Sarasvati devi.

]

E' That Hayagreeva divyamangala vigraham post Ramanuja’s period came to Swami

Desikan. In fact Hayagreevan chose to get the ArAdhanam from Swami Desikan. Thus
Lakshmi Hayagreevan, to whom BhasyakArar did ArAdhanam chose Desikan and not
any other AchAryAs post rAmAnujA’s period.
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ANUSHTAANA GRANTHAS by Swamy

1. Bhagavad Aaraadhana Vidhi
2. Yagnopaveetha Prathishta
3. Hari Dina Tilakam
4. Vaishnava Dinasari
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VYAAKHYAANA GRANTHAS ( Commentaries) -10

1. Sarvaartha Siddhi

2. Tattva Teekha

3. Chatus Slokee Bhashya
4. Stotra Ratna Bashya

5. Gitaartha Sangraha
Raksha

6. Taatparya Chandrika

7. Isaavaasyopanishad

8. Vedaartha Sangraha (Luptam-
Lost)

9. Rahasya Raksha (aka) Gadhya
Thraya Bashya)

10. Adhikarana Darpanam
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Appaya Dikshitar, the great medieval-era scholar of Advaita
Vedanta appreciated Swami Desika by composing a verse in
Sanskrit:

evam vichintyas sarvatra bhavaah santi pade padhe kavi tarkika
@ simhasya kavyeshu laliteshvapi

o e e o e xR e xR e e

“Even in the simple and soft compositions of this lion of poetry
IEI and lion of logic, there is poetic excellence evident at every step
IEI he took, and indeed in every word he wrote.”
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Contributors to this special Issue =

=

R

U.Ve.Anantha Padmanabha swy

U.Ve.G.Krishnakumar Poona  Kothailakshmi Hosur

(Others photos not published as they were NA)
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oX A true Vaishnava

X Sri T. Ramaswami, M.A., L.T. Principal, Sri Ahobila Mutt Sanskrit College,
o N Madurantakam.

o "I have no paternal property; nor have | earned anything. But
Q on the summit of Hastigiri is My ancestral Property.” "l have

39 decided to sing His Glory alone. | shall not engage myself in

o8 the childish pranks of singing about seemingly great-men...."
R2  These are the words of our lllustrious Acharya - Sri

O Nigamanta Mahadesika.

33 Quite appropriately his son called him the Sacred jewel
eagerly desired by every True Sri Vaishnava. Incidentally we
come to know of a true Sri Vaishnava and his qualities.

"Cast aside your desires, cares, and anxieties, Surrender unto
0 me; and | shall look after your welfare", are the words gleaned
oX out from the teachings of the Supreme Lord. These
commandments were truly carried out throughout his life by
our Acharya, the greatest of all times. Hence he became
Sarvatantra Swatantra for all times. Hence he was loved by
many Non srivaishnavas too in his own time.

He proved to be a person of attraction not only for his
followers but also for the Lord Sri Ranganatha and His
Concert Sri Ranganachiar, the Divine Couple, as the Acharya
addressed them.

teacher and the taught. A true follower of his Sampradaya
should at all times strive to follow up his teachings
throughout his life. Though it is not possible to raise
ourselves to his stature, every one amongst us can try to
raise ourselves in our own miniature world, to attain a part
atleast of his perfect life.

35
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% Our Acharya combines in himself the great qualities of the
R0
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o9 Comparing his life,what a great Fall we now see in our midst !

3 We do very many things now merely because they are

oxX remunerative to us or to some around us. We engage

82 ourselves in activities get us to the limelight of the very many
X activities simply because those innocent public, who think us
Q2 to be great, perhaps. Our desire very often is to be published,
8o photographed, and praised very much, as Karna and so on.

X "Even a fool does not act without expecting some return” is

Q2 the motto of this day. We see this contrast between the life of
83  the great Acharya, and our lives of the day. Are we real Sri
Vaishnavas ?

We are ignorant about the real purpose of the teachings of
our great Acharya, lazy to follow up his teachings, and even
reluc tant to give a helping hand to those trying to practice

o the teachings of the Acharya.

o8 We do not teach our youngsters the greatness of our
Acharya, and his real teachings. We make our children believe
that we are the real representative of the Acharya. Are we
really so?

We fail in our duty of educating the youngsters on the right
Sastric lines. Our real service to our Society is in the uplift of
the mentally downtrodden youngsters of our community.

We must set an example to our children by our simple lives
and devotional be baviour. Only then we can be considered to

35
35
35
35
35
35
R0
R0
R0
R0
R0
% have done some service to our community.
R0
RS
39
39
39
39
39
39

Our real service starts with the education of the children in
schools, in homes, and everywhere.

May the Acharya give the courage and the necessary help to
do our duty on those right lines !

(Sri vedanta desikar 7th century malar 2.10.1968)
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Experiencing Swamy Desika -- #45
Praveena nAmni Ramanuja dasi

Srl:
Shrimate Shri Lakshmi Nrusimha Parabrahmane Namaha:
Shrimate Shri Seetha Ramachandra Parabrahmane Namaha:
Shrimate Shri Ramanujaya Namaha:
Shrimate Nigamantha Maha Desikaya Namaha:
Shrimate Shrivan Satagopa Shri Narayana Yateendra Mahadesikaya
Namaha:

"SrimAn VenaktanAthArya: kavithArkika kEsarl!
VedAnthAchArya varyO mE sannidhatthAM sadhA hrudhi"!!

The next kalyAna gunA of our Lord, according to Shri Alavandar, is
gunavAn. Shri rAmA is described as being GunavAn in Ramayanam.

In fact for the question, "KOnvasmin sAmpradam |Oke gunavAn .. "
it required 24,000 Slokas for Sage vAlmlkl to give a detailed
explanation of the kalyAna GunAs of Lord Rama.

Swami DesikA's kalyAna gunAs are also plenty and would require
equal amount of explanation.

Lord Rama wanted to manifest his kalyAna gunAs into the world
and thus be a role model to mankind.

Swami Desika was also a glowing example of kalyAna gunAs.

Shri rAmA's Sowseelya, that is mixing with the lowly, without any
tinge of lineage, wealth or position is highly praiseworthy;

Swami Desika did not distinguish vidvAns and AvidvAns, he was the
same to all SrivaishnavAs.

What are we to speak of Swami Desika's gunAs!!!
All of us are aware that we should not commit Bhagavat and
bAgavata apachAram. This itself is a mega task for us. But Swami




ax Desika has advised us that there should be no apachAram even in
oX one's mind.

2 Even by our thoughts we should not commit Bhagavat and

X bAgavata apachAram. Which means that we should have complete
‘E% control over our mind.

o Swami Desika lived by it and is an example for us to follow.

L) There are eight Atma Gunas. All these gunAs can be seen in Unison

2 only in our Swami and not anywhere else.

;:I Swami's divine qualities bring in prosperity, to one and all!

%% It is a known fact that all the general kalyaana gunAs are in born in
oX Swami Desika.

([22~) . oo

e Let us discuss about specific gunAs and not the common ones.
S Swami stood thus:

%% in his speech "mAnam" - pramAnam,

oX in the heart (towards dEvapperumAl) - abhimAnam,

Z towards Acharyas -sammAnam,

e towards SrivaishnavAs - bhahumAnam,

towards prAmAnikas - pramAnam.
towards mahAns - UpamAnam.

Swami Desika's life is a lesson for us to learn from.

We can learn from Swami's authority in his speech,

his reverence/respect to the lord in his heart,

his humility to Acharyas, his over whelming love towards
Srivaishnavas, his authority for seekers of authority.......

"Kavi Taarkika Simhaaya Kalyaana gunA SaalinE!
SrimatE VenkateshAya VedAnta Gurave nama !!"
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R Swami Desikan and Bhagavat Ramanujar
35 Aasuri Lakshmi Narasimhan

o Sri KumAra varada MahA Desikan, thirukkumaarar of Swami Desikan in “Sri Desikan
S MangalAsAsanam” firmly concluded that Swami Desikan is the amsam/avatAram of
SN YathirAjar (yatheendrAm SothavetyEvam vidhArkyAyAstu mangalam). Let us see in
SN detail the thiruvullam of KumAravarada Desikan on how He firmly concluded this.
2. Adiyen pray bAghavadhAs to correct adiyen for any apachArams. For anything good,
=N the credit goes to adiyen’s AchAryan.

2N 1. Same ArAdhya daivam and AbimAna Divyakshetram

273 First and foremost thing that come to anyone’s mind is Thirukkachi (“athigiri

NS arulAlan”). Both Bhagavat Ramanuja and Swami Desikan’s aaradhya daivam is

NE Varadan and had a special attachment to Kanchi varadan than any other divyadesa
Ne emperumAn.

NS 2. Similar type of Kataksham from prAchAryan

N Bhagavat Ramanujar got the Kataksham of AlavandhAr (rAmAnujA’s prAchArya) in
N Hasthigiri ArulAlan Kshetram, who declared Bhagavat Ramanujar as “Aa Mudhalvan”.
N Nadadur AmmAl (prAchAryan of Swami Desikan), in the same kshetram praised

Q= Swami Desikan as avatAra purusha and told that VenkatanAtha will establish

rAmAnuja Darsanam in firm footing (“pradhistApitha vedAnta....”). In sankalpa
suryodhayam swami desikan recollects this and says it is Bhagavad Ramanuja who
came as Nadadoor Ammal and blessed Him to achieve this task. Both Sri Ramanujar
and Sri Desikan are in recipient of prAchAryA'’s Nirhetuka divya kataksham in the
same kshetram. We all should note that there is a similarity in the kataksham both
received, which no other AchAryAs got in the same way. So if we take Nadadur
Ammal as AlavandhAr, then young Venkatanathan is Lakshmana Muni.

(P SIS
| L] L&)

3. Both fulfilled prAchArya’s wishes

Bhagavat Ramanuja fulfilled the 3 wishes of Alavandhar. Swami Desikan fulfilled the
wishes of Nadadur Ammal and confirms the same in tattva mukta kalApam mangala
slokam. Both AchAryAs established vedA margam and Azhwar’s teaching in firm
footing as per the command of their prAchAryAs.

4. Titles from All

Only Bhagavat Ramanuja and Swami Desikan received special titles (thirunaamams)
from both bAghavadhAs and EmperumAns and no other AchAryAs got variety of
titles like these AchAryAs. Sri RamanujA got the thirunAmam “Yathiraajar” from
pErarulAlan, “Udaiyavar” from Arangan, “Thiruppaavai Jeeyar” from Periya Nambigal,
“Koil Annan” from AndAl, “Sri bAshyakArar” by Saraswati Devi etc. Similarly Swami
Desikan got “Vedanta Desikan” from Arangan, “Sarva Tantra Swatantrar” from
RanganAchiyAr, “KaviThArkika Simham” from SrivaishnavAs.

5. Attachment to Godha Piratti
Again Both had a special attachment to Godha Piratti, which no other AchAryAs had.
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Ne This we have covered in Azhwar’s sangamam. The unique thing is, though our

Ne sampradhAyam had many AchAryans, it is only Sri Ramanujar and Swami Desikan

e who had special attachment to Godha Piratti as the former fulfilled the wishes of

N AndAl, enjoyed Thiruppaavai and got the thirunAmam’ ThiruppAvai Jeeyar’ (the

R= anubhavam which no one had), while the latter composed a stuti on AndAl and

Q= composed magnum opus srimad saaram that is the vyaakkyaanam of thiruppaavai

oN (poorvaas thiruvullam). If Bhagavat Ramanujar is Anna, then Swami Desikan is

@ Thamayan for AndAl.

> 6. Vallal

SN Only Ramanujar and Desikan had the title/padham “Vallal”. Though we had many

SN AchAryAs, the vallal padham is used only for them. Bhagavat rAmAnujar is called

2 “Perumpudhur Vandha Vallal” as Ramanujar only gave back all the Kalyana Gunas,

% which were taken away by mAyavAdhis. While Desikan is termed as “Thoopul Vallal”

2 as Swami only firmly established the Paratvam of Pirattiyaar along with Narayanan

N\ (Mithunam - Sriman nArAyana), which others took away as well as

E N SaranAgathi/Prapatti mArgam in firm footing

E \ 7. Prophesied by Azhwars

2 Only Bhagavat Ramanuja and Desikan are prophesied by Azhwars. Nammazhwar not

N only gave Bavishya rAmAnujachAriyar vigraham to madurakavi Azhwar but also

NS mentioned that this AchAryavallal will kill kali’s kolam in His prabandham “Poliga
Poliga”.

(P SIS
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Same way Thirumangai Azhwar prophesied Swami Desikan by referring
Thiruvenkatam and Madakkili in His pAsurams. Kaliyan referred Swami Desikan as Kili
because Swami Desikan will tell what AchAryAs thought and not anything on His own
(meaning: Swami Desikan will not tell anything against pramAnAs). Kaliyan in fact
firmly concludes that He is benefitted by grooming this kili in this pAsuram. This
strongly reveals that Swami Desikan is trained by none other than Thirumangai
Azhwar. That's why Swami Desikan’s vaazhi thirunAmam is “Kaliyan Urai Kudi konda
KaruthudaiyOn VaazhiyE!” (When Swami is termed as a Kili and He is telling the same
as Kaliyan, then it is Kaliyan who trained the Kili, which is confirmed by both Kaliyan
in his pAsurams and Swami Desikan in his works).

Even Azhwars had only these two AchAryAs in their thiruvullam, who can save
EmperumAn’s (EmperumAnAr’s) darsanam from Kali.

8. Prophesied in PurAnAs

Sri bAshyakArar’s avatAram is told in the purAnAs. Esp. in BrahmAnda purAnA, it is
firmly told that Bhagavat rAmAnujar will return the Sankha and Chakra to
ThiruvenkatamudaiyAn and solve the issue raised by some, who claim
Thiruvenkatamudaiyan as devadAntram.

So is the avatAram of Swami Desikan. VenkatAchala mahAtmiyam says that
ThiruvenkatamudaiyAn confirms ThondaimAn Chakravarthy that He himself will take

g
o
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Ne avatAram of Swami Desikan and show the prapatti mArgam/Dayai of EmperumAn,
Ne which is the only resort for Jiva kotis in Kali Yuga. Similarly Thiruvahindrapuram

e mAhAtmiyam says that Swami Shri Desikan will do penance in Oushadhagiri, which is
N= also prophesied in purnas and get Mantra siddhi. Thus these two vallal’s are not only
R= portrayed by Azhwars, but by purAnAs long back

N= 9. Thiruvenkatam and ThondaimAn Connection

N ThondaimAn Chakravarthy is a great ThiruvenkatamudaiyAn bhakta. For

Q= ThondaimAn’s bhakthi lord did whatever he prayed for. One is giving life to an

o andhanA'’s wife & child and other being giving His own Sangha Chakra to

o ThondaimAn.

Qe Now coming to the connection, ThondaimAn got the Sangha Chakra, hence

- thiruvenkatamudaiyAn was without it for many years. In Kali Yuga, Bhagavat

< Ramanujar gave them back. To the same ThondaimAn chakravarthy,

SN ThiruvenkatamudaiyAn tells that He will be born as Swami Shri Desikan in the lineage
2 of Ramanuja to save the world from Kali. Thus Bhagavat rAmAnujA, Swami Desikan
2N are linked to ThondaimAn, whose bhakthi to SrinivasA had no bounds. It is in

2N Thiruvenkatam, Lakshmana muni got the SaranAgathi Sasthra upadEsam from Periya
24 thirumalai nambigal. If SaranAgathi SasthrA has a roopam, that is swami Desikan, the
N avatAram of ThiruvenkatamudaiyAn, the avatAram of DayA nidhi. Thus both have

A

strong sampandham to Lord Venkatesa and ThondaimAn chakravarthy.

(P SIS
| L] L&)

10. The Hayagreevar Connection

After composing the magnum opus Sri bAshyam, Sarasvati devi conferred the title Sri
bAshyakArar and told that this vyAkkyAnam will please the sutrakArar itself (veda
vyAsa), the accolade which no other bAshyakArAs got except Sri rAmAnuja and gave
the Hayagreeva murthy, which was given by BrahmA to Sarasvati devi.

That Hayagreeva divyamangala vigraham post Ramanuja’s period came to Swami
Desikan. In fact Hayagreevan chose to get the ArAdhanam from Swami Desikan. Thus
Lakshmi Hayagreevan, to whom BhasyakArar did ArAdhanam chose Desikan and not
any other AchAryAs post rAmAnujA’s period.

11. Azhwar and AchAryA

Among the Azhwars, NammAzhwar is the Angi and other Azhwars are His angams.
Kaliyan is Kadaikutti Azhwar and known for his bhakthi on Arca emperumAns and
Nammazhwar. Nammazhwar’s 4 prabandhams (vEdas) are supported by Kaliyan's 6
prabandhams (VEdAngAs). Nammazhwar is the pAdhukA of Sri RanganAthA while
Kaliyan did so many Kaimkaryams to Arangan sannidhi and started the Adhyayana
utsavams.

But it was 4000-5000 years since Azhwars period. In order to replicate the same to
us, EmperumAn did the same with rAmAnujar and Desikan.

J| ¥
U
o
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Ne In AchArya goshti Ramanuja forms the Angi (Desikan in YathirAja Sapthathi -
Ne rAmAnujar as central ratnam in a manihAram called guruparampara) and other
X= AchAryAs as His Angam.

Ne Now Ramanujar wants to play the role of Kaliyan, hence took the avatAram as Swami
= Desikan, the Kadai Kutti AchAryA and did the same as Kaliyan.

N Ramanujar’s works are supported by Swami Desikan’s vyakkyAnams and works. Sri
e bAshyakArar did SaranAgathi to Arangan (Unadikkeezh amarndhu pugundEnE) during
N Serthi Sevai and showed that He is too the pAdhukA of Arangan (like Nammazhwar).
R Even today one can enjoy Panguni Uthiram and Nammazhwar saranAgathi are

Q= celebrated in a grand way and both signifies the same thing viz. Prapatti/SaranAgathi.
N= Swami Desikan like Kaliyan did mangalAsAsanam to various emperumAns (around 25
= - the only AchAryA to do so many arcA mangalAsAsanams after Azhwars) and deeply
Q= immersed in arca roopam. And Swami’s bhakti to Bhagavat rAmAnujar had no

o bounds. Desikan re-conducted the Utsavams in arangam/thirukkachi whenever there
@ is a trouble. Even though other AchAryAs are there, they invited Desikan everytime
SN from Thirukkachi when there is a problem to our siddhantham/sannidhi. Even today

the adhyayana utsavams are happening in a grand way as started by Kaliyan and re-
28" conducted by Swami Desikan.

A

One can notice the vaibhavam of Nammazhwar will match with emperumAnAr and
Kaliyan with Desikan.Thus to show how Azhwars vaibhavam, rAmAnuijar lived like
NammAzhwar and took avatAram again as Swami Desikan to show the vaibhavam of
Kaliyan.

(P SIS
| L] L&)

12. ThirunArAyanapuram Connection

Only Ramanujar and Desikan had special connection with ThirunArAyanan. Everyone
knows the upakAram did by Bhagavat rAmAnujar to this kShetram. When Swami
Desikan was in MelnAdu, thirunArAyanan knowns who has come as Swami Desikan,
hence He conferred the title “rAmAnuja DayapAthram”. It needs a life time to
understand the in-depth meaning of that padham (It is also briefly covered in
“rAmAnuja dayApAthram - Amudha Kalasam of EmpErumAnAr’'s Darsanam” article).
Thus only these AchAryAs are in recipient of special kataksham from
ThirunArAyanan/Chellapillai.

13. Guruparampara Connection

Bhagavat Ramanuja while ascending to Sri Vaikuntam kept the thirumudi in the lap of
Thirukkurugai PirAn PillAn and thiruvadi in the lap of Kidambi AchAn. Guess why? It
is an indirect message to all that Sri bAshyakArar will take AvatAram in the same
parampara again. Though there were many paramparas post Ramanujar’s period, it is
this parampara swami chose to take avatAram as Desikan. Hence while Ascending to
ThirunAdu He chose these two sishyAs to be with Him. That's why Swami Desikan
often quotes “YathivaranAr madappalli” sampradhAyam in many places and fulfilled
the wishes of Nadadur Ammal, who comes in pillAn’s paramparai. Also the

L] ¥
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Ne Hayagreeva murthy came to Swami Desikan through PillAn thiruvamsam.

Ne Guruparamparai itself confirmed this very firmly. Or if one tries to take Kidambi

e Appullar for the above said parampara along with Swami Desikan, it holds good as

N= well. As Kidambi Appullar was born on Chithirai - ThiruvAdhirai with the

Q= ThirunAmam “rAmAnuja” and did the same kaimkaryam as Bhagavat rAmAnujA

Q= (theertha kaimkaryam) to YathothkAri sannidhi. AchAryanum rAmAnujarE, Sishyarum
E A rAmAnujarE. prAchAryarum rAmAnujarE!

E A 14. mAthular’s Special attachment

o Bhagavat rAmAnujA and Swami Desikan in our guruparampara is known for their

- attachment to mAthular and learnt all esoteric doctrines from them, which we cannot
SN see for other AchAryAs. As covered in Azhwars sangamam, rAmAnujar likes Desikan
2 the same way (like His mAthular), hence made sure Swami Desikan is in Thirumalai
% Nambigaigal ThirumAligai in His avatAra sthalam (Sriperumpudhur) and giving sevai.

SN 15. One AchAryA

2 Everyone will be surprised if adiyen terms One AchAryA for both. Swami Desikan had
2N One AchAryA, who taught swami everything but rAmAnujA had 5 AchAryAs? Well,
2N Bhagavat rAmAnujar had One AchAryA - Sriman yAmunA Muni, but saw AlavandAr
2 in every AchArya (these panjAchAryAs are angams of AlavandhAr) and that’s why in
N all the works, rAmAnujar prays yAmunAchArya and starts the grantham. Even in

A

Thiruvarangam, in Udaiyavar sannidhi, we can see only AlavandhAr divyamangala
vigraham along with Varadhan (AarAdhya daivam). Hence both had one AchAyA from
whom they mastered all the shAstrAs.

(P SIS
| L] L&)

16. Four Arca ThirumEnis
You might be thinking, we have heard Bhagavat rAmAnuja’s three unique arca
thirumEnis, Which One is the fourth?

Well, everyone knows Sriperumpudhur’s arca thirumEni is called “ThAn Ugandha
ThirumEni”, ThirunArAyanapuram ThirumEni as “Thamar Uganda ThirumEni” and
Thiruvarangam thirumEni as “ThAnAna ThirumEni”. Fourth is ‘Dvayam Vilaindha
Thiruppathi’, where Ramanujar will give sevai as a Gruhasthar (the kshetram where
rAmAnujar had Panca Samskaaram from Sri MahA Poornar) and it is a unique arca
thirumEni where in others, Ramanujar will give sevai as Yathi.

Now coming to Swami Desikan the same 4 arca thirumEni’s, Desikan too have. Oh!
Sounds interesting. How come?

a. ThAn Uganda ThirumEni - Thiruvahindrapuram (which Swami Desikan itself
sculpted and asked KumaravaradAchar to do pradhistai along with Hayagreevar).
Hence it is ThAn Uganda ThirumEni

b. Thamar Uganda ThirumEni - Srirangam. Srirangam???? Yes. Sri RanganAchiyAr
gave orders that Swami Desikan’s Arca vigraham (sannidhi) to be right in front of her

g
(9]
N
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Ne sannidhi and the last AchAryan sannidhi to be in sannidhi premises. Since Thayar

Ne preferred it, it is Thamar Uganda ThirumEni

N c. ThAnAna ThirumEni - Thoopul. Upanishad says one can take any preferred form
Ne even after reaching Sri Vaikuntam and be in a divyakshetram they prefer. Swami

= Desikan prayed for nithya sevai (even without a blink of eyes) of Kanchi Varadhan
N and did pradhignai that Swami wants varadan sevai than Sri Vaikuntam. In order to
N fulfill that Swami took arca roopam and enjoying varadhan sevai uninterrupted and
Q= among all the Utsavams only Swami Desikan Utsavam is unique in thirukkachi (which
o) one can see in the article “ArcavatArathil Thodarum AnushtAnam” by Sri PVS Swami).
- So Thoopul’s arca vigraham is ThAnAna ThirumEni

oD d. An Unique arca thirumEni - SatyakAlam. Similar to Bashyakarar having a unique
o arca in madhurAntagam, Swami Desikan too have in satyAgAlam. That is nindra

SN thirukkolam. We cannot find such thirukkolam of any other AchArya.

- Thus both Swami Desikan and EmperumAnAr have same kind of 4 arca thirumEnis,
@ which is not for other AchAryAs

QN 17. Sri bAshyam and SrutaprakAsikA

o Guruparampara says Swami Pillai LokachAryar did Sri bAshya kAlakshepam under
Swami Desikan and composed the thaniyan “Seerondru Thoopul...” Sudarshana Suri
during invasion of mlechas in thiruvarangam, gave SrutaprakAsika to Swami Desikan
though Sudarshana bhattar had many disciples and other AbimAnis. Why? J

(P SIS
| L] L&)

Because they both saw Ramanujar in Swami Desikan and know that Sri bAshyam can
be safeguarded only by Swami Desikan and can be handed over to next generations
as emperumAnAr did. Even today for many paramparais of rAmAnuja darsanam,
Swami Desikan comes in Sri bAshya kAlakshepa Paramparai. Pillai LokachariyAr’s had
atmost pratipatti on Swami Desikan and Sudarshana Suri after enjoying the work
“Sankalpa Suryodhayam”, where swami has mentioned that He gave 30 times Sri
bAshya Kalakshepam felt that Kavi thArkika kEsari title suits Swami and Sri bAshyam
will be safe only if it is with Swami Desikan. This is another strong link. That’s why
kumara vardAchAr tells the same in Desikan mangalam another slokam
“SrutaprakAsikA Bhoomou...” and firmly concludes that the One who composed Sri
bAshyam is back to safeguard it and propagate it to future generations

18. Sapthathi

Swami Desikan composed a sapthathi on YathirAjar. Though swami composed
ashtakams, pancAsat and sathakams for various emperumAns, He chose Saptathi for
rAmAnujar. As sapthathi is shrestam among all. Same way PB Annan composed a
sapthathi on Swami Desikan. Thus only Ramanujar and Desikan have sapthathi, which
is portrayed by everyone as Gem to their credit.

19. Two Prime Disciples
Bhagavat rAmAnujar had two primary disciples KooratAzhwan and MudaliAndAn,

g
(9]
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NS Swami Desikan had KumAra varadAchar and Brahma tantra swatantrar as prime
Ne disciples. Though many AcharyAs had prime disciples, only these two AchAryAs
e prime disciple have a lot of significance and one can see from their vaibhavam

NE 20. NoorrandhAdhi

= Both AchAryA’s prAsishyA composed a Noorrandhadhi on them.

N ThiruvarangathamudhanAr on Bhagavat rAmAnuja which is called as “Prapanna

N gAyathri” and a part of divya prabandham. KandAdai MannappangAr sishyA of

Q= KumAra vardAchAr composed Desikar NoorrandAdhi in a similar way. The speciality
Qo is in both Noorrandhadhi’s, they have portrayed rAmAnujar and Desikan as “Panca
SN Aayudham” avatAram. Such a noorrandhAdhi you cannot find for any AchAryAs and
SN the same word is used for both AchAryAs reveal that they are the one in the same.
2 Though NoorrandhAdhi on Swami Desikan came after Desika mangalam,

% KumAravaradAchAr being the son of sarva tantra swatantrar is aware of tri-kAlAs and
2 Desikan'’s prA-sishyA will compose a noorrandhAdhi, the same way it happened for
N\ rAmAnujA(Where nAthamunigal knows that rAmAnuja noorrandhadhi will be

E \ composed later and be a part of 4000 prabandhams).

E \ 21. AnushtAnams

2 At the ripe age of 120 emperumAnAr did not leave His anushtAnams (even after

N performing saranAgathi) and in fact stressed the importance of it by composing

A

Nithya grantham at last after composing other 8 granthams. Desikan and His
followers are stressing and following the anushtAnams staunchly even today (with
proper pramAnAs)

(P SIS
| L] L&)

22. Granthams

EmperumAnAr had a lot of task to perform during His avatAram. Hence Swami did
not get time to write elaborate vyAkkyAnams. So took avatAram as Desikan to
exclusively compose granthams, clarify the stand on prapatti and anushtAnams.
Seeing rAmAnNujA’s granthams and Desikan’s tAtparyam one can easily find this and
every AchAryA'’s thiruvullam, who enjoyed the in-depth of bAshyakArar’s work and
Desikan’s work are same in this regard. Also if we take many AchAryAs didn’t focus
on EmperumAnAr’s grantha vyakkyAnams and the poorvapakshis improved their
tarka vAdham and started giving upathravam to our darsanam. Hence emperumAnAr
took Desikan avatAram and composed various granthams along with magnum opus
SathadhuShani, which no one is in a position refute till date.

23. AlavandhAr’s granthams

EmperumAnAr had a feeling that He didn’t write vyAkkyAnams for His AchAryA'’s
(AlavandAr) granthams, so Swami did that in Desikan’s avatAram. rAmAnuja
DayapAthram article explains this on how Swami Desikan is recipient of AlavandAr’s
katAksham and this will not be possible if Swami Desikan is the same “Aa Mudhalvan”

24. Azhwar’s Thiruvullam

The beauty of both these AchAryAs is, they wrote all important works for our
sampradhAyam and very less vyAkkyAnam on Azhwar’s work yet they were called
the greatest bhaktAs of Azhwars. This can be learnt from their works. (This is covered

a 54
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NE in Ubaya Vedanta Desikan Article). Thus both these AchAryAs know the thiruvullam
Ne of Azhwars and reflected the same in their works. In EmperumAnAr’s time Azhwar’s
e thirupradhistai in many kshetrams happened grandly. But Swami knows due to kali’s
N= kolam people will start telling dhooshanam on Azhwars. Hence took the AvatAram of
R= Desikan, did vaadham and established Azhwars as Nithya Suri’s. Composed

Q= SampradhAya Parisuddhi to clarify various doubts on Azhwar’s vaibhavam, composed
o StEyAvirodham to clarify people’s doubt on VEdu pari utsavam etc. Thus to establish
SN various truths about Azhwar’s and teachings, EmperumAnAr took the AvatAram of
SN Desikan.

- 25. Sriranga vAsam and Paramapadham

SN Finally, like EmperumAnAr who did varadhan kaimkaryam but finally pulled by

2 Arangan to His side. Swami Desikan too was born in Thiirukkachi but finally settled in
% Thiruvarangam due to Arangan’s leelai. Both were brought to Thiruvarangam to

2 correct some of the temple practices, to conduct all utsavams in a grand manner and
N\ to show the true teachings of vEdAs through granthAs. The place where

N emperumAnAr lived for a brief period was chosen by Swami Desikan to build His

N thirumAligai in North Uttara Street close to ThAyAr’s sannidhi. Like EmperumAnAr
N had a separation from Arangan for many years, Swami too had a separation but both
= were invited back by Arangan during their last years in this Leela Vibhuthi. They

e Ascended to Thirunaadu (Sri Vaikuntam) from Bhooloka Vaikuntam after getting the
N orders from Arangan.

(P SIS
| L] L&)

Thus it is firmly concluded by all these factors that Swami Desikan is none other than
Bhagavat rAmAnujar. Hence Swami Desikan is also known as Bhagavat rAmAnujar.
KumAra varadAchar keeping many such factors firmly concluded that Swami Desikan
is none other than EmperumAnAr. Even today we are seeing Desikan and YathirAjAr
through our AchAryAs. That's why they were titled “Yatheendra MahA Desikan”. We
cannot separate yathi from Desikan. They are another Mithunams like PerumAl -
PirAttiyAr. Every rAmAnuja Bhakta should keep this in their thought and revere
Swami Desikan the same way.

Let us pray to this Mithunam to grant us good j~nAnam and bhakti on their thiruvadi.

Azhwar EmperumAnAr Desikan ThiruvadigalE Saranam!
SeerAr Thoopul ThiruvenkatamudaiyAn ThiruvadigalE Saranam!
prApyAya prApakAyAstu vEnkatEsAya Mangalam!
Shrimath vEdAnta Desikan pAdharEnu, dhAsan.

3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k %k %k 3k 3k %k %k %k %k 3k %k %k %k kk %k k k k ok
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R Swami Desikan’s Life Chronicles -

R

o A Perspective for Modern Life

cf-: Lavanya Badrinarayanan.

2 Multi-faceted, illustrious, brilliant, devout, austere....... are some
2 of the adjectives that come to our mind when we think of Swami
cf% Vedanta Desikan. In fact, his life and the many accomplishments
X that embellish it are a wonder that can overwhelm us today.

(27)]

oA

X As we celebrate the 751st birth anniversary of Swami Vedanta
2 Desikan, let us see how we can imbibe his life and the many

e incidents in it, for our modern life.

g
2 Faith and Devotion

;g; Today, we ask many questions regarding the existence of God,
X philosophical ideas, our sastrams, and just about everything else
X that we cannot comprehend with our limited knowledge and

2L~

S capacity. We often think these questions are a manifestation of our
e intelligence. But in reality, they reflect our ignorance and lack of

faith in our sastrams and principles that have been established by
Perumal and followed by our acharyas.

Swami Desikan, despite his intelligence and capabilities, never
questioned what his acharya said. He simply followed it and got
profound results at the end.

When Swami Desikan was about 20 years old, his maternal uncle
and acharyan, Appullar taught him the Garuda mantram and asked
him to meditate on it. Dutifully following his acharya’s words,

35
35
35
35
35
35
35
35
29
29
% Swami Desikan went to Thiruvaheendrapuram, a divya desam near
29
29
39
39
39
39
39
39
39

Cuddalore. He climbed up the Oushadagiri hill, sat under a banyan
tree and meditated on the sloka taught by his acharyan. He
controlled his senses and focused his mind singularly on Garudan,
the embodiment of Vedas.

Garudan, pleased with his devotion and meditation, emerged
before Desikan and taught him the exalted Hayagriva mantram, To




ax top it, Garudan also gave Desikan the Hayagriva idol that he had
2 been worshipping for many years. Keeping this idol in front of him,
Q2 Desikan started meditating on the Hayagriva mantram. Pleased

X with desikan, Lord Hayagrivan emerged and gave him

‘E% “lalamrutham” and due to his grace, Desikan composed more than
2 120 different literary works, each a gem in itself.

‘E% This incident goes to show the unconditional faith and devotion
2 that Swami Desikan had in his acharya and on Perumal that helped
2 him to establish Bhagavad Ramanujar’s principles through his

Ne works. The fact that many of his works are being read and

X celebrated 750 years after his life reflects the depth of their
meaning and their relevance even today.

Adamant Detachment

Swami desikan was never attracted to money or riches. He lived a
life detached from material pleasures, as is evident from the many
o incidents in his life.

g As we all know, he prayed to Perundevi thayar to give wealth to
a poor brahmin boy so he could get married. Hearing his Sri Stuti,
Perundevi Thayar showered gold coins, but Desikan never took
even a single coin home. He thanked Thayar for Her benevolence
and left while the boy collected it all. Likewise, in another incident,
a rich man gave some gold coins during Desikan’s daily unchavruthi.
His wife, Thirumagai, who had never seen gold coins before, asked
Desikan what these are. In response, he used a stick and pushed it
away as if these gold coins were a piece of dirt. Such is his
detachment to money and material pleasures.

it is impossible to live like Desikan, we can ensure that our life
doesn’t always revolve around money and we make time for other
important aspects too, such as family, God, spiritual pursuits,
kainkaryam (service), and more.

Mental strength (Vairagyam)

Sq
Sq
S
Sq
Sq
Sq
S
Sq
S
S
Sq
% Today, all of us run behind money in one form or another. While
S
S
S
S
S
S
S
S




&x Swami Desikan’s detachment to wealth stems from his enormous
oX mental strength.

X Once his childhood friend, Vidyaranyar, wanted to help Desikan
2 by making him the royal poet at Vijayanagar kingdom. So, he sent a
Xa messenger to bring Desikan to the king immediately. But Desikan
%% refused to come as he didn’t want to praise any king with his

X words. He understood the insignificance of this wealth and refused
29 . . . .

N to entertain any king. He only wanted to praise Perumal and his

xa acharyas through his words and hence rejected the offer. This also
N . . o

X led him to compose the famous Vairagya Panchagam, five stotras
X that describe the reason for his vairagyam. It takes a lot of fortitude

to refuse the name, fame and wealth that came knocking at Swami
Desikan’s door.

We can too emulate such mental strength that is sure to help us
handle many stressful and difficult situations in our life.

P Humility
A - . egegs .
35 Despite all his wondrous capabilities, Desikan was a humble

22 person who saw the hand of God in everything, from his breath to
3 every morsel of food that went into his mouth. He understood that
RS everything is Sarveshwaran and he is a servant of his Lord. Such an
% understanding gave him a lot of humility too.

g3 In this Kaliyugam, we tend to believe that we are on top of

83 everything. We like to flaunt even the smallest of our

RS accomplishments by forgetting the Hand that gave it to us. Swami
% desikan was a living example of humility and let us pray to him to
3 give us a bit of his humility, so we can live a life of gratitude and

33 modesty.

RS Courage to take on challenges

% Humility is not the same as meekness. Despite being humble,

3 Desikan never shied away from challenges. He participated in many
2 debates to establish the validity and greatness of Bhagavad

RS Ramanuja’s principles at every opportunity and took on many

% scholars at the same time. Probably the best example of his

3 fearlessness is the challenge to complete a 1000 slokas within a

82
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29 single night. After taking the blessings of Sri Ranganathar, Desikan
- finished 1008 slokas on His paduka within just four hours! This

Q2 work, called Paduka Sahasram, is a magnum opus of S wami Desikan
Xa and one that etched his name in this land forever.

A

oX Like that, our life is full of challenges, both from within and

29 . .

Q2 outside. Instead of running away from challenges, we should

Ne develop the courage to face them in the faith that our Perumal and
2 Acharyas will guide us through it.

oX Unconditional support
Q= Any learning from Swami Desikan’s life is never complete

NG without a mention of his wife Thirumagai. She supported him in
every way possible and like him, stayed away from wealth and
material pleasures. She followed her husband dutifully and served
him in the best way possible — all of which gave her a sense of

N fulfillment and completeness and one that is sadly missing in our
2 lives today.

z To conclude, these incidents in Swami Desikan’s life teach us a
= ton of different aspects that we should imbibe to live a happy,

healthy, and peaceful life, according to what’s prescribed in our
sastras . This is not an exhaustive list as Swami Desikan lived a
blemishless life by strictly following our Sastras and the words of

our purvacharyas.
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