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6.Acharya Vaibhavam
Sriman Nathamunigal

JyesthtOnooraddha sambhootham veeranarayanE pure |
Gajavaktraamsham Acharyamaaddhyam naadhamunim bhaje | |

Once there lived a pious person called Ishvaramuni in a place
called Veeranarayanapuram (near present KattumannarKoil). He belonged to the Sottai
clan and was born in Sadamarshana gothram. In Kaliyugam year 3985 and the Tamil year of
Sobakruth Aani Anuradha Star, Ishvaramuni was blessed with a boy. He was named Nathar.

Ishvaramuni and his wife performed all the rituals like Jaadhakarmam and upanayanam at the
right ages and Nathar began to learn Vedas and other scriptures through his formative years. He
mastered the different scriptures quickly because of his devout nature and he soon became
popular for his knowledge.

SriNathar married a lady called Aravindhapaavai (daughter of Vangeepurathaachi) and they
continued to live in Veeranarayanapuram. SriNathar continued his kainkaryam to the presiding
deity of this place, Mannar, and at the same time began to practice in Yogic shastram. Soon, they
were blessed with a baby boy and he was named Ishvaramuni. SriNathar and his wife performed
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the different rituals for their son at the right age and Nathar also imparted his yoga knowledge to
his son. They all lived happily in Veeranarayanapuram.

After a few years, Nathar wished to go on a pilgrimage with his family to the divyadesams in
North India. He prayed to SriMannar and went to different places like Mathura, Salagramam and
Ayodhya and prayed to the presiding deity of all these places. He also had a dip in holy rivers like
Ganga, Yamuna and Sarayu and from there, went to Govardhan. SriNathar was so happy seeing
Yamunai Thuraivar there and mesmerized by His beauty, the entire family began to live there.

Many years later, SriNathar had a dream one night. In his dream, SriMannar asked him to come
back to Veeranarayanapuram at the earliest. After taking the permission of Yamunai

Thuraivar, SriNathar and his family began the journey back. On the way, they visited many holy
places such as Kasi, Puri, Simhadri, Ahobilam, Tirupathi, Kadikasalam, Kanchipuram,
Thiruvaheendrapuram, Thirukovilur and Srirangam. Finally they reached

Veeranarayanapuram and SriNathar rushed to see his beloved Mannar. Perumal too was eagerly
waiting for Nathar and He showered his happiness and blessings as if a mother was welcoming a
son who had gone abroad. Nathar continued his kainkaryam to Mannar and lived happily.

Once, a few SriVaishnavas had come from a place called Thirunagari and they sang a few hymns
on Aravamudha Perumal. Their hymans portrayed the divine qualities of Perumal and it was a
divine experience to hear them sing. They sang only 10 hymns, but at the end of the 10th one,
they sang that this is the 10 of 1000 hymns written by Kurugoor Sadagopan. Nathar was
completely involved and could feel a divine connect with Him through these songs, so he wanted
to know more about the remaining 990 hymns. Nathar gave them the prasadam of Mannar
and requested the group to teach him all the 1000 songs called Thiruvaaimozhi.

But the SriVaishnava group said that they know only these 10 songs. They further explained
that though Thirunagari was their birth place, they have been traveling to different divya desams
for many years. Once when they went to a place called Thirukudanthai, they prayed to
Aravamudhan Perumal there. While praying, they heard another group singing these songs about
Aravamudha Perumal and this is how they learned it.

The group soon left, but Nathar’s yearning to learn all the 1000 songs kept increasing by the
day. One day, Nathar decided to go to Thirukudanthai and pray to Aravamudha Perumal

there. After singing these 10 hymns in front of Him, Nathar felt happy and he began asking the
elders there to teach him all the 1000 songs. But they didn’t know either.

Not satisfied, Nathar went to Azhwarthirunagari. After praying to perumal there, he approached
the elders to teach him Thiruvaaimozhi. They also said that they have only heard of it, but don't
know the songs. But they said they know a hymn called “Kanninum Siruthaambu” which praises
about Nammazhwar. They further said that they have learned it in the Sampradaic way and they
have heard that when anyone recites it 12,000 times, Nammazhwar will appear before that
person.

Immediately Nathar learned these hymns and recited it 12,000 sites near the Tamarind tree
where Nammazhwar sat for many years. Perumal and Thayar asked Nammazhwar to appear
before Nathar and teach him the complete divyaprabandham. As per their orders, Nammazhwar
appeared with Madurakavi Azhwar and taught all the prabandhams to Nathar. In addition, they
also taught him divine stotras such as Thirumandiram, Vyasa soothram and other secret
granthams with their respective meanings. After learning all this, Nathar prostrated Azhwar and
Perumal many times and returned home beaming with happiness and contentment. On the way,
he spread the word about these Prabandhams and in one such place, a group of elders told him a
story related to it.
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Thirumangai Azhwar with the blessings of Periya Perumal brought Nammazhwar idol to
Thiruvarangam and starting from Sukla Paksha Ekadasi for 10 days Thiruvaimozhi was recited
along with Vedas, named this as Thiruadhyayana Utsavam. This was followed for years. As years
passed bringing Azhwar idol was stopped and DivyaPrabandham was lost. This was the story
communicated by the group of elders to Nathar.

Hearing this, Nathar felt that Perumal had completed one task through him and he hoped that
he will get the opportunity to complete the next one too. He went to the temple and with the
permission of the temple authorities, he brought the idol of Nammazhwar from Thirunagari to
Srirangam.

By doing so, he revived the lost practice that was once followed and reinstated the utsavam
called Thiruadhyayana Utsavam. During this utsavam, Nathar sang the first 2000 hymns from
divya prabandham for 10 days starting from Sukla Pradhamai and the 1000 hymns of
thiruvaaymozhi for 10 days starting from Ekadasi. He sang the remaining 1000 hymns on the next
day, thereby making the 21-day Thiruadhyayana utsavam a grand success.

Later, he went to Thirukudanthai, prayed to Aravamudham and consecrated an idol of
Nammazhwar there. He also started the practice of conducting Thiruadhyayana utsavam in
Thirukudandhai. Since Nathar took so much effort in establishing the principles of
Vishishtadvaitham, he came to be called Vishishtadvaitha Siddhantha Pravarthakar Sri
Aravamudhazhvan and even Aravamudhazhvan was happy to see this glory being bestowed on
Nathar.

Nathar continued to live in Veeranarayanapuram under the command of SriMannar. At that time,
he had many disciples such as Keezhaiagathazhvan and Melaiagathazhvan to whom he taught
divya prabandham. After they completed this learning, he sent them to varied places such as
Srirangam to spread these hymns.

Just like how Vyasa played an important role in dividing Vedas into four parts, Nathar also
played an important role in creating a tune (Devagaanam) for each of these hymns.

Once, there were two ladies who went to the Chola kingdom. Out of the two, one of them sang
divya prabandham in devagaanam while the other sang it in manushagaanam. The king, out of
his inability to understand devagaanam, honored the lady who recited the hymns in
manushagaanam. This offended the lady and she went to Nathar for justice.

Nathar is never the kind of person who likes to visit kings and courts. But since this involved
divya prabandham, he was requested by many people to intervene. Giving into the request of so
many people, he went to the king. To prove that devagaanam is better, he kept a pair of jalra
(cymbals) on a pillar and clapped it 74 times while singing the prabandham. As he kept clapping,
the pillar began to melt and the jalra was caught into the melting liquid. When he stopped, the
melted liquid solidified and the jalra was caught in it. Then, Nathar asked the lady to sing in
manushagaanam and bring the jalra out. But she couldn’t do it. Next, he asked the other lady to
sing in devagaanam and hearing this, the jalra loosened and they were able to take it out of the
pillar. By doing so, Nathar proved that devagaanam is indeed superior and the king honored both
the lady who sang in devagaanam as well as Nathar for his timely intervention in helping the king
understand the true importance of this gaanam.

As Nathar had no attachment to worldly pleasures, he didn’t accept any of the gifts given by
the king and he continued to live a life of simplicity and devotion.

SrimanNathamunigal composed two important grantas Nyayathatvam and Yogarahasyam
NaathEna Munina thEna BhavEyam naathavaanaham |
Yasya naigamikam thathvam hasthaamalakathAm gatham | |
-English Translation by Sri APN Swami’s Shishyas

Courtesy :: https://apnswami.wordpress.com/tag/nathamunigal/




7.Nathamuni

srlman nAthamuni was born at Veera Narayana Puram near Kaatumannar Koil

One day He heard some devotees visiting his home town singing a few (11) Tamil songs
starting with "aaraa amudhE adiyEn udalam™ and ending with "... kuruhoor sadagOpan kuzhalil
maliyach sonna Or AyiratthuL ippatthum, mazhalai theera vallaar kaamar maanEy
nOkkiyarkE."

In the last line of that 11 pasurams it says "AyiratthuL ippatthum” meaning 10 among the 1000
pasurams

Sriman Nathamuni was greatly excited and enchanted with the exquisite beauty of the poems.
He approached the devotees and asked them about the remaining 990 pasurams

Unfortunately, the devotees were unaware of any other poems besides the eleven they had just
finished reciting. However, they suggested to Him that he may try enquiring in the town of
thiruk kuruhoor, present day AzhwAr thiru nagari

sriman nAthamuni went to thiruk kuruhoor where he met srl parankusa dasa

From him, Sriman Nathamuni learnt 11 more paasurams called kaNNinuN sirutthaambu. These
were composed by Madhurakavi AzhwAr and all 11 paasurams are in praise of kurugoor
SatakOpan (NammAzhwAr).

sri Paraangusa daasar suggested that he repeatedly recite this great kaNNinuN sirutthaambu
(sung in praise of Sri Sadagopan- NammAzhwAr) in the hope of pleasing the nammAzhvar.
srlman nAthamuni took his advice sincerely and recited it about 12,000 times! It is said that
nammAzhwAr was impressed with Sriman nAthamuni's persistence and appeared before him

nammAzhwAr was so impressed that he revealed to sriman nAthamuni not just the 1102
paasurams of his own "thiruvaay mozhi", but also all the rest of the paasurams composed by the
other eleven AzhwArs collectively nearly 4000 pasurams.

One day sriman nAthamini was sitting in a temple and a lady came there are was singing deva
ganam, sriman nAthamuni was very pleased with her talent and praised her and gave tirtha
prasAdam.

The lady said "Swamy atleast you were able to understand the deva gana the king of gangai
konda chola puram did not understand and he did not apriciate it"

Hearing this sriman nAthamuni was so surprised and he went to the kings court with her and
asked the king why he did not appreciate the lady.

The king said "Swamy | do not know deva ganam and no one knows deva ganam here it looks
like you know it but how will we know that you really know it "

Then sriman nAthamuni asked the king to bring 4000 thAlams and asked the crowd in the court
to play it and just listening to it sriman nAthamuni was able to tell the weight of each thAlam
and king was surprised and surendered to sriman nAthamuni and the king also appreciated the
lady and gave lot of gifts to her.

The king also gave lot of gifts to sriman nAthamuni but sriman nAthamuni refused to take them
and returned back to vVEra nArAyana puram.

While sriman nAthamuni was in vVEra nArAyana puram 8 diciples (shishyAs) came and
surrendered to sriman nAthamuni and requested him to take them as his students and sriman
nAthamuni also accepted them as his shisyas. They are

= uyyakkondar,

= kurukai kavalappan,
* nambi karunakara dasar,




yEru tiru udayAr,
thiru kanna mangai AndAn,
vanamAmalai dEvi AndAn,
= uruppattUr Achan pillai
= and sOgathUr AzhvAn

sriman nAthamuni thought all the rahasyas and divya prabhandam to his shishyAs and went
into yoga. Learning that sriman nAthamuni is in yoga the king came and saw and felt blessed to
be in that place.

sriman nAthamuni came out of yoga and told his shishyAs that he is not going to be in this
world for long time and he asked kurukai kavalappan to spread the ashtAnga yoga that he
thought him and asked uyyakkondar to spread the divya prabhandam, he called his son Eshvara
muni and said "you will be blessed with a son and name him yamunai thuraivan" and also he
instructed kurukai kavalappan and uyyakkondar to teach ashtAnga yoga and divya prabhandam
to yamunai thuraivan (yAmunAchArya)

Courtesy :: https://sites.google.com/site/ramanujadasas/acharyas/nathamuni




8.Nathamunigal-2

Sri:
srimathE rAmAnujAya nama: srimadh varavaramunayE nama: sri vAnAchala mahAmunayE nama:

nAthamunigal - kAttu mannAr koil
thirunakshathram: Aani, anusham
avathAra sthalam: kAttu mannAr koil (veera nArAyana puram)
AchAryan: NammAzhwAr
Sishyas: UyyakkondAr, kurugai kAvalappan, piLLai karuNAkara dhAsar, nambi karuNAkara dhAsar,
yEru thiruvudaiyAr, thiukkaNNamangai AndAn, vAnamAmalai dheivanAyaka AndAn, uruppattUr
AchAn pilLLai, chOgathUrAzhwAn, kizhaiagathAzhwAn, mElaiagathAzhwan.

Works: nyAya thathvam, yOga rahasyam, purusha nirNayam

sriman nAthamunigal was Born in veera nArAyaNa puram to Ishvara bhattAzhwAr. He is also known
as sri ranganAtha muni and nAtha brahmar. He was an expert in ashtAnga yOgam and divine
sangeetham. Also, he is the one who established the arayar sEvai which is still observed in
thiruvarangam, AzhwAr thirunagari, srivilliputhUr, etc.

nAthamunigal along with his father, family and son (Ishvara muni) went on a pilgrimage to vada
Mathurai, VrindhAvanam, govardhana giri, dvArakai, badharikAsramam, naimisAraNyam, etc and
stayed in a village named gOvardhanapuram on the banks of yamunA river serving emperumAn in
the form of yamunai thurvar. One day, in his dream, emperumAn orders his to return to kAttu
mannAr koil and nAthamunigal returns back. Enroute, he does mangalAsAsanam to vAraNAsi, puri
jagannath, simhAchalam, thiruvEnkatam, kadikAchalam, kAnchipuram (and other divyadhEsams
there), thiruvahindrapuram, thirukkOvalUr, thiruvarangam and thirukkudanthai and finally reaches
kAttu mannAr kOil.

A group of srivaishnavas from mEInAdu (thirunArAyaNapuram area) visit kAttu mannAr koil and sings
the “ArAvamuthk...” padhigam from thiruvAimozhi in front of mannanAr (emperumAn in kAttu
mannAr koil). nAthamunigal, enthralled by the meanings of those pAsurams, asks the srivaishnavas
about them, but they dont know anything beyond those 11 pAsurams. They say that if nAthamunigal
goes to ThirukkurgUr, he may be able to find out more details. nAthamunigal takes leave from
mannanAr and reaches AzhwAr thirungari. He meets parAngusa dhAsar who is a sishya of
madhurakavi AzhwAr, who teaches nAthamunigal kaNNinuN chiruththAmbu and asks him to chant
12000 times in front of thiruppuzhiAzhwAr (tamarind tree where nammAzhwAr lived) on a single
stretch. Since nAthamunigal has already learnt ashtAnga yOgam he meditates on nammAzhwAr and
successfully completes chanting kaNNinuN chiruththAmbu 12000 times. nammAzhwAr being pleased
with nAthamunigal, appears in front of him and blesses him with full knowledge in ashAnga yOgam,
4000 divya prabhandham and all meanings of aruLicheyal. Just like nammAzhwAr is blessed by
emperumAn with divine knowledge, nAthamunigal is blessed by nammAzhwAr with the same divine
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https://guruparamparai.files.wordpress.com/2012/08/nathamunigal.jpg

knowledge. This is what mAmunigal says in upadhEsa rathina mAlai - aruL peRRa nAtha muni (&y 6T
QUMM BrGLoeof).
nAthamunigal returns to kAttu mannAr koil and presents 4000 divya prabhandham in front of
mannanAr. mannanAr is very pleased with nAthamunigal and asks him to categorize divya
prabhandham and propagate it everywhere. He adds music to aruLicheyal and teaches the same to
his nephews keezhaiagathAzhwAn and mElaiagathAzhwAn and propagates the same through them.
nAthamunigal was an expert in divine sangeetham as well. Once when the local king was unable to
distinguish between a normal singer and a divine singer, nAthamunigal identifies the divine singer.
When the king questions his abilities, nAthamunigaL asks 4000 cymbals to be used to make sounds at
once and based on the sound coming from the cymbals, he identifies the weight of each cymbal -
such was his expertise. The king understands his greatness and gives him a lot of wealth - but
nAthamunigal shows no interest in those wealth.
nAthamunigal foresees the appearance of ALavandhAr (his grand son). He instructs his son Isvara
muni to name the child “yamunai thuravian” (due to his attachment to kannan emperumAn) and
mentions to all his sishyas that they should teach all the knowledge to yamunai thuraivan (who will
become ALavandhAr later).
nAthamunigal, while meditating on emperumAn, forgets everything around him. Once, when the king
comes with his wives to meet nAthamunigal. nAthamunigal was in yOgam at that time, so the king
quietly leaves. But nAthamunigal out of his pure bhakthi bhAvam, thinks that it was Krishnan and
g0pis visiting him and runs behind them.
Finally, once when the king visits nAthamunigal after his hunting session, with his wife, another
archer and a monkey, nAthamunigal, again out of his bhakthi bhAvam, thinks it was rAman, slthai,
lakshmaNan and hanumAn. He starts running behind them and when he loses sight of them, he faints
immediately. Unable to bear the separation from emperumAn anymore, he attains paramapadham
immediately. Hearing this, Isvara muni and nAthamunigal's sishyas reached that spot and did
charama kainkaryamgal for him.
Without nAthamunigal’s effort to retrieve aruLicheyal, we would not have gotten all the
srivaishnavasri we have today. ALavandhAr in his sthOthra rathnam, sings the glories of
nAthamunigal in the first 3 slOkams.
In the first slOkam, he says “l worship nAthamunigal is full of unthinkable, fabulous, easily earned (by
the grace of emperumAn/AzhwAr) ocean of jnAnam, bhakthi and vairAgyam”.
In the second slOkam, he says “l worship nAthamunigal’s lotus feet which is my refuge in both in
samsAram and paramapadham and who has full knowledge and love for the lotus feet of the killer of
madhu (madhusUdhanan)”.
In the third slOkam, he says “l worship nAthamunigal who has boundless love for achyuthan, who is
the epitome of real knowledge, who is an ocean of nectar, who has appeared in this world to rescue
others, who is full in bhakthi and who is the leader of all yOgis”.
Finally in the last slOkam he says to emperumAnN, “Please do not accept me for my great
achievements but for my grandfather nAthamunigal who has natural love towards your lotus feet
and who is fully understood the real knowledge”.
From the above 4 slOkams we can understand the real greatness of nAthamunigal. Let us pray at the
lotus feet of sriman nAthamunigal that we also develop the same attachment towards achyuthan and
AzhwAr.
nAthamunigal’'s thanian
nama: achinthya adhbudha aklishta jnAna vairAgya rAsayE
nAthAya munayE agAdha bhagavadh bhakthi sindhavE
IBLD: QGBS 25515 26V L E2EBIT60T 66U TITS L [TITerVGEIL
IBIT&ITILI (LP60T GUL 2T LIF6US; 115G) erilbES G
adiyen sarathy ramanuja dasan
archived in https://guruparamparai.wordpress.com, also visit http://ponnadi.blogspot.in/
Sources: 6000 padi guru paramparA prabhavam, sthOthra rathnam



https://guruparamparai.wordpress.com/
http://ponnadi.blogspot.in/

9.Nathamunigal-3

Vaishnavism followed a model, what is called, Guru Parambarai. In this model, they would have an
Acharya or Guru, who would be the figure head for the followers. Even though the Acharya would
have many disciples, there would be one main disciple who would become the Guru or Acharya after
the current Acharya. In this process, they were trying to protect the religious practices, assets and
resources and these were meticulously handed over from one generation to the next. The Guru or
Acharya made sure that the future Acharya or Guru would be a very capable person by himself and he
would earn respect from the rest of the clan. This is called as “Oraanvazhi Sampradhayam”, meaning
that the responsibilities or heritage were handed over from one person to the next person.

In this sequence of Acharyas of Vaishnavites, Nathamunigal was the next Acharyar after
Namazhwaar. Nathamunigal was born in the Tamil month of Aani and in the star of Anusham in a
place called Kattumannarkoil or Veera Narayanapuram. He was also called as Sri Ranganatha Muni.
About 300 to 400 years after Thirumangai Azhwaar, the last of the azhwaars, attained
paramapadham, was the time, when the hymns of all azhwaars were slowly disappearing from usage
and people started to forget the pasurams and in many places people were not even aware of
azhwaars’ pasurams. That was the time of Sri Nathamunigal.

Aaraavamudhe

One day, when Nathamunigal was worshiping the God, Sri Manaar, in the Kaattu Manaar Koil, some
vaishnavites from Melkote (Thiru Narayana Puram), were also praying by singing one set of hymns
starting with “Aaravamudhe....”, which is in Thiruvaimozhi 5.8. Nathamunigal was so impressed with
these 11 hymns, he asked the vaishnavites whether they know the meaning of the songs or the
source for these songs. They politely said no and said they did not know anything more than these
11 hymns. Nathamunigal sang these hymns repeatedly and stopped at the last few lines, namely
“kazhalgal avaye saranaaga 27onda kurugur Sadagopan, kuzhalil maliya chonna oraayirathul
ippathum®. He understood that these hymns were created by a person called Sadagopan, and he was
from Kurugur and the set contained 1000 hymns. Nathamuni’s mind started thinking about getting
all these 1000 hymns and trying to find the ways of getting them.

Kanni Nun Siru Thambu

Nathamunigal found that there was a town called Thirukurugur in the southern part of Tamil Nadu,
which could have been termed as Kurugur in the hymn, and he thought he would find more, if he
goes there. He sought blessings from Sri Mannar, the prime deity of Kattu Mannar Koil, and he
started his journey towards Thirukurugur, which is same as Azhwaar Thirunagari. After reaching
Thirukurugur, he enquired about Sri Sadagopan, but he could not find more information. But
Nathamunigal did not give up, but after many attempts he found that there was a disciple called
Madurakavi Azhwaar, who wrote a hymn called Kanni Nun Siru Thambu about Sri Namazhwaar. After
a few more attempts, Nathamunigal could find a disciple from the family of Madurakavi azhwaar,
called Parankusa Daasar. He suggested that if Nathamunigal could recite the hymns of Madurakavi
Azhwaar, namely, Kanni Nun Siru Thambu, in front the Tamarind tree, where Sri Namazhwaar was
residing for the major part of his life, then Nathamunigal may get a breakthrough. Nathamunigal,
who was an expert in Ashtonga Yogam, (a person who can do 8 different spiritual things
simultaneously), immediately worshiped Namazhwaar and recited Kanni Nun Siru Thambu 12,000
tiimes.

One Thousand to Four Thousand

Namazhwaar appeared in front of Sri Nathamunigal. Nathamunigal felt divinely or supremely
favoured and requested Namazhwaar about the 1000 hymns that he heard when the vaishnavites
from Melkote sang in front of the deity of Kattu Manaar Koil. Namazhwaar, owing to his kindness, not
only taught him, the one thousand hymns of Thirvaaimozhi, but also explained the inner meanings of
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all the hymns or pasurams. Having received more than what he wanted, Nathamunigal was extremely
happy, worshipped Namazhwaar again and was seeking his permission to go back.

Then, Namazhwaar informed Nathamunigal that there are three more collection of hymns wrote by
him and whether Nathamunigal would be interested to learn them. Nathamunigal immediately
pleaded his ignorance about not knowing them and requested Namazhwaar to educate him on those
too. Namazhwaar, as done previously, gave the hymns and their meanings of Thiruvaasiriyam, Peria
Thiruvanthaathi and Thiruvirutham. Again, Nathamunigal was highly elated and worshipped
Namazwaar. He politely requested Namazhwaar about any other related things on these hymns

that Nathamunigal needed to learn from his guru, namely, Namazhwaar.

Again, Namazhwaar, informed Nathamunigal that there are eleven other Azhwaars, in addition to
himself, who wrote another 3000 more hymns on Sri Mahavishnu and on Vedas. Nathamunigal
requested Namazhwaar to teach him those hymns too. As usual, Namazhwaar gave all the remaining
pasurams or hymns of all other Azhwaars and their meanings to Nathamunigal. Nathamunigal was
delighted and offered all his prayers and worshiped Namazhwaar, his Acharya to whatever extent he
could. Namazhwaar was happy that he handed over all the hymns to an able disciple who could
further spread the Tamil Veda, blessed Nathamunigal and disappeared.

Nathamunigal’s Contribution

Nathamunigal, after getting all the hymns from Sri Namazhwaar, he grouped them and made them
into a collection, called Naalayira Divya Prabandam, meaning, Four Thousand Holy Hymns on
Vaishnavism. Even though we call it as Four Thousand Hymns, actually there are only 3776 hymns
and Nathamunigal grouped them into individual thousands or near about. He grouped them in such
a way that the three individual thousands could be composed and sung. The remaining one thousand
he made them as a separate volume. In addition to the grouping and composing music to these
hymns, Nathamunigal had also taken pains to teach them to two of his nephews, so that the these
hymns were carried forward from generation to generation. The names of the nephews were Melai
Agathu Azhwaan and Keezhai Agathu Azhwaan. His contribution was such that these hymns, tunes
and composition are practiced even today in almost all Vishnu temples all over the world.

In addition, Divya Prabandam, compiled by Sri Nathamunigal is now the source and the material for
day-to-day prayers for all vaishnavites in their homes, who speak different languages and who live in
different parts of this world.

On those days, for every group of songs or hymns, they used to write an introductory song or hymn to
briefly inform the audience what this group of songs is going to talk about and who has written these
songs or hymns and what their capabilities or glories. These introductory hymns, called Thaniyans,
could be in Tamil or in Sanskrit. It is told that Sri Nathamunigal has also composed such Thaniyans for
group of hymns composed by Sri Periazhwaar and Madhurakavi Azhwaar.

Who gave us Divya Prabandam

After the above, we can understand that there are many, who had taken pains to ensure that we get
the Naalayira Divya Prabandam (Four Thousand Holy Hymns). Those include

Namazhwaar

Remaining 11 Azhwaars

Nathamunigal

Aaravamutha Perumaal in Kudanthai or Kumbakonam

Kattu Mannar Koil Perumaal (Kattu in Tamil means “show”, He who has shown us Divya Prabandam)
Let us thank Sri Nathamunigal for helping us to get back the 4000 Divya Prabhandham.

Source : https://rvenkatesan2307.com/2016/05/19/with-nathamunigal
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10.SRI NATHAMUNI, and the path of two fold scripture

S.Rangarajan (Sujatha) and T.S. Sundararajan

Today in all vaishnava temples, in many hindu households and even in mylapore music concerts the hymns of
the ‘nalayira divyaprabhandam’ are recited. Whether their meanings are understood or not it is an amazing fact
that the same verses were recited in perhaps the same style 1200 years ago. The words have been preserved
and have come to us unsullied, unaltered and with a little guidance can be easily comprehended. One man was
responsible for this amazing act of preservation Nathamunigal the anthologist of ‘azhvar Pasurangal.’ He did
what ‘Nambiyandar nambi’ did to the ‘Saivite Thirumaraigal’ and much later, what Swaminatha lyer did to
Sangam literature. Nathamunigal established an oral tradition of their recitation down the ages. He also gave
them Vedic stature - ‘vedasamyam’ Nathamunigal was the first guru of the guru paramparai tradition, a
continuous preceptor- disciple lineage, another unique practice in the vaishnava tradition preserved till today.

The religion of ‘ubhaya-vedaanta-maarga’ (path of twofold scripture) is identified in ‘Tirumangai Aazhvaar’s’
(Tiru-nedun-taandakam 4) that the lord is “he that is of the excellent Tamil sounds, he of the Sanskrit word”
(QFEBBMSES SLACLLMEF QL Q&FTVVTEH - HHOBH HSHTE0TL_8LD 4). In this significant phrasing

‘Tirumangai’ affirms that the Tamil scripture has an autonomous divine origin along with Sanskrit.
Nathamuni, finder

It was Sri Nathamuni (whose full name was Ranganatha-muni, born to Isvara Bhatta of Sottai clan in the Vedic
lineage of ‘Satha-marshana,’ with the birth asterism of Anuraadhaa in the month of Aani-mithunam ~ occurs on
June 30, 2004 this year) who gathered together the precious hymns of the Aazhvaar mystics and saved them for
humanity in the Tamil scripture known as ‘aruli-c-cheyal‘ and as ‘divya prabandham.’ It is taken to be a sign of
divine purpose that this revered savant picked up a clue to the scripture quite accidentally. Nathamuni was the
finder of the treasure, and he did not keep it for himself. He told the world.

Tiru-vaai-mozhi




It is well known that Nathamuni was sparked off on his profound quest when he heard for the first time the
‘Tiru-vaai-mozhi’ decad hymning the deity of ‘tiru-k-kudantai.” with

“Aara amudhe adiyen udalam”

you are my nectar! My body melts with love towards you.
In ‘kudanthai’ of water filled paddy fields.
My lord, | see your reclining body asleep, aglow.

Even today if you read those ten poems you will feel the same way Nathamunigal did and seek the rest
Natamuni was startled by the beauty of the poem and asked them where from they learnt those verses; the last
verse they sang mentioned "this ten out of thousand" were there more? They did not know a sage in
‘Thirukurugur’ gave them. Thus began Nathamunis search for the rest of the verses this is the most plausible
version.

Expedition of discovery

It is important to remember and cherish with gratitude Nathamuni’s passion which drove him to trek down
from his native Kaattu Mannaar Koil to ‘Tiru-k-kurukoor / Azhvar Tirunagari’ in search of the other hymns. The
lifetime of Nathamuni is indicated by S. Krishnaswamy Aiyyangar to be 823-917 ad and by M U Raghava
Aiyyangar as 825-918, and we have to visualize how challenging and stressful it must have been for Nathamuni
to have undertaken the long journey over what must have been difficult terrain. It was fortunate that
Nathamuni met the second-generation disciple of Nammazhvar himself, parankusa-dasa, who imparted to him
the ten-stanza hymn (Kanni-nunn-siru-t-taambu) dedicated by his preceptor madhura-kavi to his preceptor
Nammazhvar.

Spiritual Power

Nathamuni was a yogi par excellence. His renowned grandson ‘Aalavandaar-yaamuna’ personifies him as the
‘totality of Bhakti-yoga’. Parasara Bhatta applies to him the metaphor, Jnaana-jeemootam (= Nimbus of
knowing) which is appropriate to one of Nathamuni’s spiritual power. Vedantacharya affirms that he held in his
palm the substance of scripture. The poet ‘vadivazhakia nambi daasa’ describes him as one without a match for
his penances. Pillai lokam jeeyar calls him a ‘parama-hamsa’, one of ultimate realisation. The poetic-esoteric
work Acharya Hrdayam (no.115) says Nathamuni was verily like unto the swan manifestation the lord assumed
when he imparted the veda-scripture to brahmathis is mentioned in svetaasva-tara upanishad; and Tiru-Nedun-
Taandakam (&) ([(H G\ B H) [ M600T LG5 LD - annamaay aru-maraiyai veli-p-padutta ammaann, | 60T60TLOITUL...
S|BLemmenl QeueflliL(B &S S(LDLOMTEST, Nathamuni seems to have gone to great lengths to play
down his yogic proficiency. It was nevertheless plausible that the simple-sounding kanni hymn of just ten
stanzas became a powerful spell (mantram) when recited and repeated by Nathamuni 12000 times, he could
behold azhvar materialising before him in a vision, and teach him the entirety of the Divya prabandham corpus.

Debt of gratitude

It is not easy for us to imagine the extent and nature of the excitement, fulfillment and peace that Nathamuni
must have experienced as he came by the object of his quest, the Divya-prabandham scripture. There is a
beautiful precedent to this in the account of the Hebraic prophet mosses who “wrote upon the tablets the
words the Ten Commandments; the skin of his face shone while he talked with” the lord (in the epiphany
granted to him) ~ exodus 34.

The sensation of gratitude felt for Nathamuni down his successor generations was evident in acknowledging
and adoring him as the grand ancestor of the ‘ubhaya-vedaanta-maarga’ (path of twofold scripture). Lord
Sriman Narayana is identified as the first preceptor not only of the




Sri Vaishnava guru-parampara, but also of the Sankara Sampradaayam (“narayanam padma-bhavam
vasishtham” etc). It is, however, Sri Nathamuni who is acknowledged as the first acharya . Nathamuni, who
installed the guru-lineage here on this earth, says the grateful Appillai.

It was Tirumangai Azhvar who originally introduced tiru-vaai-mozhi also (in the great temple of Srirangam) in
the festival of veda recitation (adhyayana utsavam) held annually from the eleventh day of the bright (sukla)
fortnight of the month of maarkazhi / dhanus. Subsequently Nathamuni, in his time, enlarged the scheme of
recitation to include the entirety of the (4000 verses of) Divya Prabandham. It was through this manner of
canonization of the Divya Prabandham and the concomitant institutionalization of the araiyar-psalmodists, that
Nathamuni ensured the preservation, learning and bequeathing of the precious scripture down the generations
to come.

Disciples:

His five disciples were, pundarikaksha (uyya-k-kondaar); tiru-k-kurukai-k-kaavalappan; his nephews of the west
house and of the east house whom he taught to recite the Tamil scripture in the celestial music system (deva-
gaanam) and appointed them as the araiyar (psamodists); and tiru-k-kanna-mangai aandaan whom he first
equipped with the esoteric of the twin sacred formula (dvaya-mantram) before imparting to him the fine
sensibilities of the Tamil scripture.

Uyya-k-kondaar was charged with bringing up Nathamuni’s grandson yaamuna in the ‘sampradaayam’. Uyya-k-
kondaar who sensed his own end approaching, did however discharge this responsibility without any deficiency,
by deputing his own disciple Sriraama-misra (manakkaal nambi) on the assignment. Nathamuni’s school of
eight-part yoga was represented solely by kurukai-k-kaavalappan on whose expiry, alas, it was lost.

Overcoming Oneself

Nathamuni is said to have composed a few works in Sanskrit but they are not available. The next in succession
was his renowned grandson-prodigy, yaamuna-aalavandaar who wrote nothing in Tamil, and is considered the
father of the Sanskrit stotra-paatha (hymnal) literature. His stotra-ratnam contains literal translations from the
Tamil scripture into sanskrit verse, and this precedent came to be readily adopted by all his successors,
culminating in the versatile personality of vedantacharya. Yamuna’s immediate successor was Sri Ramanuja who
wrote almost all of his nine definitive works exclusively in Sanskrit.

The acceptance of the Tamil scripture by such ‘sanskritic’ personalities of great learning and long-time
orthodoxy was not something ‘promoted’ (as we would say to-day) through any state pressure or by other
vested interests. They had no mental barrier to overcome, and the Tamil scripture stood on its own in poetry,
grandeur, philosophic content, humanistic values, and clear affirmations of godhead. Its divine inspiration was
visible for all to see.

The author of acharya-hrdayam (65) points out that Sri Ramanuja relied on the Dravida-veda to compose his
Sri-Bhashyam gloss on the Brahma-sutra. This affirmation of scriptural validity has an echo in vedantacharya’s
adhikaara-sangraham, where he says that his studious learning of the Tamil scriptures enabled him to grasp
clearly the obscure regions of the veda-chhandas. While Nathamuni described it as an Upanishad of a thousand
branches, Vedantacharya extolled it (dramidopanishad taatparya-ratnaavali, 130) as the scripture, which is
benign to hear.

Search and revelation

The traditional accounts depict Nathamuni as invoking Nammazhvar in a vision at tiru-k-kurukoor, and receiving
by Azhvar’s grace the entirety of the 4000-verse Tamil scripture. Tradition further suggests that, prior to
Nathamuni’s recovery of the precious literature, there was a total lapse of ‘racial memory’ in respect of the
hymnals of Azhvar-s.

One of the difficulties in traditional accounts of the lives of azhvars and acaryas is the mix of myth and fact
usually the factual and historic content will be very little and the traditional account is totally believed. It is very
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difficult to demythify these traditional accounts. In fact it is not permitted. They are as sacred as the life of
Christ or prophet Mohammed, not questioned. This attempt of mine to extract Nathamunis life from traditional
accounts is likely to be criticized and | am aware of it. One incident in Nathamunigals life has to be true even if
this has two or three versions the version closest to realism is this:- One day while worshipping lord mannanar
in the temple in kattumannar koil he heard a group of travelers reciting a few poems they were great verses
they happened to be ten poems from nammalwars thiruvoimozhi.

The myth added to this sends Nathamunigal on a pilgrimage to the north there he hears these verses sees a
light in the sky and follows it south to kurugur much like the biblical story of the Magi. A similar story is told
about mathurakavigal also. Almost all religions need a leading light story for laymen. All myths are created like
this and become more obscure down the ages the fact that Nathamunigal went south in search of the leymens
is undeniable.

That Naihamunigal “met” Nammazhvar and got from him the entire 4000 verses is also apocryphal and cannot
stand much scruriny. It is rather difficult to believe that nammazhwar the silent sage who never left his seat
under a tamarind tree had colleceted and collated threehundred years of poetry and simply handed them over
to Nathamunijgal by a mental process. Nammalwar was the last of the azhvars. He is placed in the later half of
9th century according to epigraphic evidences Nathamunigal then must at least be a contemporary certainly
not 825 ad. What is plausible is that Narhamunigal must have spent a lifetime searching recording arranging
and setting to music and sometimes perhaps even writing the eleventh verse of each decade | am pretty sure
traditionists will pounce on me for suggesting this Nathamunigal seems to have had some yogic powers too he
had several disciples of which pundarikakshar was prominent.

A somewhat varied reading of the history and times of this extraordinary event is proposed in a perceptive
paper (journal of anantacharya Indological research institute, Bombay, i-1998) by a. Pandurangan of
Pondicherry. He cites inscriptions to establish that “the names of azhvars were well-known to the people long
before the canonization of nalayira divya prabandham” and that “the study and recitation of the sacred hymns
were continuously carried out at various important centres, and not completely lost, as suggested by the guru
paramparai accounts.”

Pandurangan further points out that there were Vishnu Shrines antecedent to the recovery and compilation of
the Divya Prabandham by Nathamuni, and that the omitting of hymns on these shrines, especially those located
in Kongu land (to-day’s salem, Namakkal, Coimbatore, Karur), should be explained as that no Azhvar hailed from
thereabouts and that “the activities of Nathamuni for rediscovering the sacred hymns of Azhvars were mainly
confined to Pandya, cola and Kerala countries, but not to Konku region” which witnessed wars through his time,
and “the situation would not have permitted Nathamuni to undertake a journey in the war-torn region for his
sacred mission.”

The mystery does persist about the non-inclusion of some ancient shrines in the traditional list of 108 shrines.
These shrines as have been omitted were also possibly hymned by the Azhvars, but were not known to
Nathamuni. Pandurangan’s view is that Nathamuni gathered the hymnal literature by visiting various parts of
the Tamil-speaking country (to the exclusion of kongu land), and did not come by the entirety of 4000-verse
Divya Prabandham corpus in a single spot and moment of revelation. This thesis need not be read as in conflict
with the traditional account of revelation received by Nathamuni, for the entire history of discovery and of
science is dotted with moments of accident and of unaccountable revelation which, to the believer, is a matter
of the lord’s grace.

The article reproduced (English edition of Narasimha Priya, July 2004 ) here is about Sri Nathamuni, written by
Writer Sujatha and Co-authored by his brother T.S. Sundararajan.
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