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NAMMAZHWAR THIRUNAKSHATRAM

VAIKASI VISHAKAM
22nd May 2024

Nammazhwar , one of the twelve azhwars is well known for his
many hyms on devotion to Vishnu. He was born on the 42nd day of
the beginning of Kali Yuga in the Vishakam star in the month of
Vaikasi. NammAzhwA:r is hailed as Vaishnava Kula Pathi — the leader
of the Vaishnava fold.

NammAzhwAr was born in ThirukkurugUr (AzhwAr Thirunagari).
Throughout his life (which only lasted 32 years in this samsAram),
he stayed under the tamarind tree (thirupuLiy AzhwAr) and was
always in yOgam (meditation) thinking about Sriman Narayanan.

NammAzhwar has sung 4 divya prabhandhams namely,

- thiruviruththam (rig vEdha sAram)

- thiruvAsiriyam (yajur vEdha sAram)

- periya thiruvandhAdhi (atharvaNa vEdha sAram)

- thiruvAimozhi (sAma vEdha sAram)

NammAzhwAr’s prabhandhams are cosidered parallel to the 4
vEdhas. He is also known as “vEdham thamizh cheitha mAran” —
one who gave the essence of samskrita vEdhas through his thamizh

prabandhams.

ThiruvAimozhi is glorified as the essence of all the 4000 divya
prabandhams sung by AzhwArs.
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DIFFERENT NAMES OF NAMMAZHWAR

Nammazhwar, Kanchipuram - azhwar is seen in “upadesam to
nenju/soul”, and the right side of the photo is ...of Nammazhwar
found in Vanamamalai, (1 among the 8 swayam vyaktha kshetras)
where azhwar is found in satari itself, and there is no separate
sannadhi for azhwar, here.

Now let us see the different names of Nammazhwar
1)#L_Gsmuesr/Sadagopan

2)wormesr / Maaran

3)srfwrmesr / Kaarimaaran

4)ugrmgser [ Parangusan

5)eugermugesar [ Vakulabharanan

6) s mesLitfgrer / Kurugaipiran

7)&maasd moLf) / Kurugoor Nambi

8)BmauruiGomf) Guwrar [ Thiruvaimozhi Perumal
9) Qu@ppagiewmeua / Perunal Thuraivan

10) @ wf s1ewmeuer / Kumari Thuraivan
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11) ueuGons ussimgser [ Bhavaroga Pandithan

12) wpef Geumgy / Munivendhu

13)ugrifibw Gurs [ Parabramha Yogial

14) preuevar Gumwrar [/ Naavalan Perumal

15)eprer CsF)sevr [ Gyana Desigan

16)@preor Ligner / Gyana Piran

17) G gresr_g LNgresr / Thondar Piran

18) srafys / Naaveerar

19)@mprain 2 e wigrer / Thirunaaveeraudaya Piran
20)2gw umrevsgs / Udhaya Bhaskarar

21)eu@er yapewt urevssgy [ vakula Booshana Bhaskarar
22) eprenig B 1pa@ o5 [ Gyanathamizukku Arasu
23)@rens s &6 [ Gyanathamizh Kadal

24)G\oui eprers: saf / Meygyana Kavi

25) Qg uieu @prars: sai [/ Dheivagyana Kavi

26)Qsuiau @prer GFbwe / Dheiva Gyana Semmal
27)preucvg GQuemomrer / Naavalar Perumal

28) umeuevs soLgnesr [ Paavalar thambiran

29)afareung 2 eming ailgss [ Vinvaadhu Unarndha Viragar

30)sywras waf / Kuzhanthai muni

31) fmauapeaeus gaus / Sri Vaishnava Kulapathi
32)fyusier g sLavgs [ Prapanna Jana Kootasthar
33) wenfleuaas) / Manivalli

34) Gufwesr [ Periyan
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NAMMALVAR

by Prema Nandakumar

A brilliant ray:

The moon had not risen till then. It was a long time since the sun had gone
down. Day was almost done. During that evening Madhurakavi who was near
the city of Ayodhya ended his meditation and opened his eyes. Suddenly he
saw a divine brilliance glowing in the sky. Madhurakavi concentrated his mind
upon that brilliance. It began to move gradually towards the south.
Madhurakavi looked around himself. No one who was near him noticed that
brilliant light or how it was moving southwards. Madhurakavi felt that the
brilliant light was inviting him. Immediately he began walking to follow that
glowing ray. Not for one or two days but he walked on for several weeks.
Why, the walking streched to months.

During daytime Madhurakavi used to take rest. When night came, he
followed unquestioningly the light. On the way he crossed many temples.
Finally, Madhurakavi reached Tirukurugur in South India. Ah! The brilliant ray
that was visible till then, now vanished. Madhurakavi did not know what to
do or where to go. He stopped for a while.

An unusual sight:

The night was over. It was dawn. The birds were singing. Cool wind blew from
the river bank. The flowers that blossomed in the gardens were spreading
sweet scent. The people of the village had begun to go about their work.
Madhurakavi asked an old man who was going towards the river:

"Sir! | am new to this village. | have visited many holy places. | have seen
many wonderful sights. Has any remarkable occurrence happened here?
Kindly tell me", said Madhurakavi.

The old man looked at Madhurakavi up and down. "Sir! From your words it is
obvious that you are a stranger to these parts. There is a marvelous sight
here the like of which you would not have seen any where else. There! You
can see at a distance the holy tamarind tree. Beneath the tree a boy has been
sitting in meditation for the last sixteen years. You go and watch the strange
sight yourself". So saying, the old man went away towards the river.

Madhurakavi entered the village looking for the tamarind tree. That tree was
an ancient one. It had been giving shade for several hundred years. It looked
as though Adisesha himself was there, with his raised hood spreading the
shade. The brilliance in the sky he had been watching all these days seemed
to have taken the image of a boy seated there. No movement could be
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detected in the figure. His eyes had a faraway look. Madhurakavi did not
know what to do. For a moment he planned in his mind what to say or how
to address this person who was in deep meditation. He gently threw a tiny
pebble so it could fall near the seated figure.

It was like a gentle wave moving in a calm pond. The boy opened his eyes.
Madhurakavi was happy that his attempt had succeeded.

My life is fulfilled:

Madhurakavi was not an ordinary person. He was born in the Brahmin caste.
He had studied the four Vedas. He knew the significance of the Vedas. By the
time he came to Tirukurugur, he was more than sixty years old. The boy was

now awake. So he placed before him his spiritual doubt for clarification.

"If the small one is born in the dead thing, what it will eat and where will it
live?"

The boy opened his mouth and said: "It will eat that and remain there."
The meaning is as follows: The atma stays in the body which is not its own,
goes through the joys and sorrows of the body and remains there.

With these words Madhurakavi was filled with devotion for the boy. He
prostrated upon the ground and offered salutations. He requested the boy to
accept him as a disciple.

"Sir! | have wandered all over North India. | went around calling, '‘Rama’,
'Rama’. | went around Brindavan in tears, crying out, 'Krishna', 'Krishna'. |
sang 'Narasimha’, 'Narasimha' till my tongue got dry. Today your grace has
given me fulfilment. My life has found fulfilment. You are my mother. You are
my father. You are my Guru. You are my Lord. You are my all. All these days |
had been wandering, to knowing the way. You have put me on the right path.
This is enough. My life has been sanctified." Saying all this with tears flowing
from his eyes, Madhurakavi saluted the boy again. That boy was Nammalvar.

Nammalvar's birth and happenings:

Historians say that cultures originated on the banks of rivers. This is very true.

The Egyptian culture blossomed on the banks of Nile river. Ancient Russian
culture developed on the banks of Olga. The aryan civilisation rose on the
banks of the river sindhu . Ancient Indian culture came to stay permanently
on the banks of the river Ganga. As witneses to the greatness of this culture,
river banks are dotted with several famous temples. Here many distinguished
personalities have been born and become outstanding achievers.

Tamraparni is one such river. On the banks of this river, you find 9 temples
known as navathirupathies. Tirukurugur is one of them. People belonging to
the Vellala caste live in Tirukurugur. These days Vellala caste is associated
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merely with farming. But they are more than farmers. They are also religious
persons who grow crops in spiritual fields & vegetarians. All of them are
devotees of Narayana. In this caste, one was born in Tirukurugur and was
named Tiru Vazhudhivala Nadar. The term 'Vazhudhi' indicates that he
belonged to a family of soldiers of the Pandyan Kings. Nammalvar was born
in his family.

Today, one's life is controlled by school, college, films and magazines. But in
ancient times, it was the family that determined the education of a person.
More importance was given to family traditions than to the individual. In
those days, one's bhakti or heroism or scholarship was measured by the
ancestors of that person. Seen from this view point, Nammalvar's ancestors
were apparently devotion oriented and had spiritual inclinations.

Tiru Vazhudhivala Nadar, Aranthaangiyar, Chakrapaniyar, Achuthar,
Chenthamaraikkannanar, Chenkannanar, Porkaariyar, Kariyar were the 7
generations of ancestors for Nammalvar.

Porkkariyar decided to perform the marriage of his young son. He was
searching for a proper bride. It is not wrong to hope for raising one's family's
greatness through girl who comes as a bride. It is also a joy for parents to
watch their son and daughter-in-law lead a happy family life.

Close to Tirukkurugur is the village of Tiruvanparisaram. The presiding deity
of the village is Tiruvazhmarban. The Goddess of temple is Kamalavalli
Nachchiyar. There lived in the village a house holder with the name
Tiruvazhmarban. Porkariyar learnt that he had a beautiful and accomplished
daughter. The elders spoke to each other and the boy and the girl gave their
approval. The marriage was celebrated with great enthusiasm. The newly
married couple would go often to Tiruvanparisaram from Tirukkurugur. On
the way is a tiny village called Tirukkurungudi. The Lord of the place is known
as Nambi.

I will incarnate: Once Kariyar worshipped in Nambi's temple along with his
bride Udayanangai. The couple prayed for progeny. A disembodied voice
spoke through the priest: "l will incarnate"! The young couple were taken
aback. They were filled with delight with this indication of grace from the
Lord. Taking holy water and prasada, they returned to Tirukurugur. After a
little while, Udayanangai became pregnant. Nambi's boon came true. The
kaustubha gem shed its lustre on the baby in the womb. Vishwaksena uttered
the victory blessing for the establishment of the Kingdom of Bhakti. About
eleven centuries ago Nammalvar was born.
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Strange attributes, unusual names: Nammalvar after birth did not move his
limbs like common babies. He did not cry. He did not laugh nor take food.The
parents were at first frightened. Later, remembering the words of the Lord in
the Tirukurungudi temple, they ceased to worry.

12 days passed by. The baby was free of birth pollution. The couple took the
baby to the temple of Adinatha in Tirukkurugur. As the baby was unlike the
usual children, they named him 'Maran'. 'Maran' means 'different’ in Tamil.
Saying, "O Lord, you are the guardian of this child", they placed himin a
cradle tied to the tamarind tree near the temple. Maran grew up. As long as
one is in the womb, the 'satha’' wind covers the knowledge of the Supreme.
But Maran's utterance of the 'hoonkara' sound chased it away and the wind
never came near him. Hence he came to be known as Sathakopa, one who
was angry with satha.

Years went by. But there was no change in the boy. The parents were very
unhappy. They blamed themselves of having done evil in their earlier birth.
But they remembered the Lord's boon and consoled themselves. It is said
Vishwaksena came in person and performed the ritual of placing the signs of
the Disc and the Conch on Nammalvar's shoulders.

Vishnu with Lakshmi on their Garuda mount gave darsan to Nammalvar. The
Lord also showed His various forms found in different temples. Then
Nammalvar began reciting the glory of the Lord in pasurams (verses).

Nammalvar wrote 4 works titled Tiruviruttam, Tiruvasiriyam, Peria
Tiruvandadi and Tiruvaimoli. He presented them as the essence of Rig, Yajus,
Sama and Atharva Vedas. That is why scholars hail him as 'Vedam Tamil
seydha Maran' (One who gave the Vedas in Tamil). Delighted with these
works, Polindu Ninra Piran (Adhinathaswami), the presiding deity of
Tirukurugur temple, presented Nammazhwar with a garland of Vakula
blossoms. Hence he is also known as Vakulabharana. With his ideas and
arguments Nammazhwar defeated those who followed non vedic religions.
That is why he is called Parankusa, meaning, he was like the goad that
controlled the elephant like non vedic religions that had proliferated in his
time.

Nammazhwar’s fame spread to many lands. innumerable devotees came to
him to offer their salutations. The common man received a new strength,
thanks to Nammalvar's compassionate glances. Philosophers understood
important Vedantic matters from Nammalvar. Spending his life in mediation
beneath the tamarind tree, Nammalvar reached Vaikuntha in his 35th year.
Madhurakavi consecrated an image of Nammalvar under the tamarind tree

and felt blessed.
%K ok ok ok ok sk ok %k %k %k k k k
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Nammalvar's Life

Of the life of Nammalvar, as of the lives of the other Alvars, the chief sources

are Divya Suri Charitam in Sanskrit by one Garudavahana Panditar, a
contemporary of Sri Ramanuja,: and Guru Parampara Prabhavam, (the Six
Thousand), a work in Sanskritised Tamil prose by Pinpazhagiya Perumal Jeer.
There are a few other works ¢ which give Nammalvar's life and though there are
some differences of minor detail among them, they agree in the main. The story of
Nammalvar's life as now current in Ramanuja Vaishnava tradition may be summed
up as follows:

Maran, later known as Nammalvar and by other names like Satagopa, Parankusa,
etc., was born as the avatara of Senai Mudaliar

(God's Chief of Hosts). His father Kariyar belonged to
Tirukkuruhur on the banks of the Tamraparni in the Tirunelveli
district. For the first sixteen years of his life, Maran remained
without food and drink, with his eyes closed, under a tamarind tree
(the avatara, it is believed, of Adisesha, the serpent on which God,
Sri Narayana, reclines), near the temple of Lord Adinatha at

® Tirukkuruhur. He opened his eyes and spoke for the first time when
- one Madurakavi, who later on became his disciple, put a question
to him: "When what is little is born in the dead, what will it eat and

Nammalvar REC - oy ? p: ;
Alvar Tirunagari Where will it lie?" Nammalvar answered the question thus: "It will

(Tirukkuruhur) — eat the dead and lie on it."

Even after this, Nammalvar never left the shade of the tamarind tree. He remained
there singing his hymns. All the deities of the hundred and eight divya desas (the
divine shrines) came to Tirukkuruhur, it is said, to give him "darsan". When he had
finished the four works attributed to him, the call came and he joined the feet of the
Lord for which he had yearned all his life.

It will be seen from this brief account that Nammalvar's life as it was lived in the
light of common day, with all the details of the earth that he touched, is not
available to us. The first account of it in Sanskrit was written a few centuries after
him, and according to its claim, more than nearly forty centuries after him. It is no
doubt a theological if psychologically true version, for by the time it was written,
Nammalvar had been accepted by Vaishnavas of the south as a saint, as the saint of
saints at whose word the transcendent state opens to man.

Modern biographical and historical research trying to get at what it would call the
facts of Nammalvar's life stands baulked. Time has swallowed the factual details
and what is now presented is the idealised account given in Divya Suri

Charitam and Guru Parampara Prabhavam. This account, though it may not
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satisfy seekers of Boswellian documentation, is true to the inward

life -- and that is

what matters -- so variedly and movingly recorded in Nammalvar's words. The
long years of his silence and his detachment from all things earthly which are the
most significant points in the traditional account of Nammalvar conform to the
experience of mystics the world over. The first years of his life were spent, we may

well believe, in the search for the "God within' in a single-pointed

contemplation

that by a divine dispensation came to him from birth. The miracle of his life lies
here. When he emerged from this in-drawn state, he had touched the Ultimate. His
works chronicle this as also the various stages of his journey to God. That journey,
as his words reveal, is marked by the initial alienation from the earth, the
beginning of the search for significance, the darkness that sets in on the way, its
sudden removal and as sudden return, the passion and agony of the seeking and the

joy of realisation, in fact all the states through which one passes.

"When that which came from out the boundless deep
Turns again home."

Since Nammalvar spoke only after the first sixteen years of his life, if we consider
this period of silence as occupied by his search for Reality, we have to infer that
portions of his works were a turning back and a recollection, a fresh experience, to
change Wordsworth's phrasing, recollected in the tranquillity of realisation.2

! The other works are: Upadesa Ratna Malai by Sri Manavala Mamuni, Desika
Prabhandam by Sri Vedanta Desika, Guru Parampara Prabhavam (the Three Thousand) by
Sri Brahmatantra Swatantra Jeer, Prapannamrutam by Sri Anantacharya, Peria Tirumudi
Adaivu by Sri Kandadai Appan, Koil Olugu which records the history of the temple at

Srirangam, etc.
2 "Poetry is emotion recollected in tranquillity." -- Wordsworth.

“ Scholars are now of the opinion that the Divya Suri Charitam dates from

a few centuries

after Sri Ramanuja. Pinpazhagiya Perumal Jeer's work probably dates from the 13th century.

WWW.ramanuja.org
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1 1
a”'f NammAzhwAr mOksha vaibhavam s}f
LYY From the Bhakti List Archives LY
oVa oVa
e Madhavakkannan V e October 26, 1998 NS
oVa : oVa
Y s Y
"‘ NammAzhwAr's parents, kAriAr (a veLLALa agriculturist) of Thirukkurugoor "‘
%yvg and udayanangai, the childless couple, after praying to the Lord %y«g
". AdhinAthA, (who Himself had announced through the archakA that his ".
a)v«g amsam will be born to them soon), were blessed with a male child with a a)vqg
". divya tEjas in the year pramadhi, vaikAsi tamil month and visAkam ".
%Y(ﬁ nakshatram on a Friday (an incarnation of VishvaksEnA, the Chief army 20'«@
8¥a  general and an administrator of MahAvishNu). The parents' happiness was oVa
a)'qg short-lived only as the baby did not even cry, move or open its eyes or a)'qg
"‘ mouth. Since the baby was different from others it was named "mARan" "‘
s@"ﬁ (later called kArimARan). sﬂ'@
oVa oVa
30'03 Due to the grace of the Lord, and the puNyams (that we must have done 30’«3
"‘ sometime, somewhere), Our Kulapathi NammAzhwAr was born in our kulam. "‘
%Yq@ Before he was born as an amsam of Thirkkurungudi Emperumaan and of 20'03
‘Y‘ VishvaksEnar (Senai mudhali), in order to keep up the kaimkaryam of ‘Y‘
20'& “senRaal kudaiyaam”, “irundhaal singaasanamaam”, it is told AdhisEshan 30'«%
3‘0’(‘:@ appeared as the tamarind tree in Thirukkurugoor (to protect the AzhwAr 3‘0';@
‘" from sunlight, rains, etc..). "‘
301(5 It may be noted that this Divine baby AzhwAr did not breathe; drink milk 30'93
oVa oVa

: nor did it move, like any other ordinary child; but did grow like other healthy :
ng kids. The grief-stricken parents, due to this unusual uncommon child went to ?‘)@g

s‘;«% Lord AdhinAthA, put the "immobile" tEjasvl / baby in an emerald cradle s‘;«‘g
". under this tamarind tree besides the temple. This tree has flowers, which ".

30'(5 yield unripened "puLiyngAi" and not a ripened one (puLiyampazham). This a},@g
A'A tree, unlike other tamarind tree does not fold its leaves in the nights; and it is "‘

svv«g still called uRangAp pulLiyamaram (the tree which does not sleep), like 301«@
". LakshmaNa. (Even today one can witness this phenomenon at ".
30’«@ AzhwArthirunagari). The parents observed penance by putting the kid in the 2010@
A'A cradle at the temple daily. One day when they relaxed by closing their eyes A'.
%‘q@ and possibly fell into a short nap, the "little azhwAr" crawled towards the W&

A'ﬁ tree bottom and sat down cross-legged and closed its eyes. From then on, the A"
30'«@ divine child grew in he same state of meditation for 16 years. Needless to say, 30'6@

‘Y‘ all sorts of people in that region from all walks of life; and from all religions ’Y‘
3»«@ came to see this marvel. The boy was a 16 year old divya tejas, Golden 20@
oVa oVa

vqg 301
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hued divine form. The parents, too did not consider the AzhwAr as their own
child, and addressed him as “engal kudikku arast” (the King of our kulam).
Then Emperumaan also sent VishvaksEnar to do upadEsam to SadagOpar. It is
told that Lord RanganAthA called him as “NammAzhwAr” and since he wore
the Magizha maalai given by Polindha ninRa piraan, NammAzhwAr is also
called magizha maalai maarbhinan and vagulLaabharaNar.

Since he did not get any disciple to match his level of Bhakti/ jnAnam, he did
not utter a single word for 16 years. The Elephant comes after; while the bell
sound can be heard before. Like that the Graceful Lord had sent a Brahmin
saint by name "Madhurakavi" (an incarnate of VainathEya) before this
azhwAr's birth. This madhurakavi of Thirukkolur was on his pilgrimage tour
(on foot, of course) to North India and was fascinated by the Beauty of
ayOdhyA. He chose to stay there. Suddenly one night madhurakavi saw a very
bright star (a new one which was not there before; nor was it seen by others
even when madhurakavi saw it) in the southern direction. He was pulled by
the lustre of this light and started his journey back to south following the
course and guided only by THIS SOUTHERN STAR. He found himself at Lord
AhinAthA temple and the star's brightness in NammAzhwAr's tEjas. He was
simply excited and deeply attracted by the Divine figure and Golden hue of
AzhwAr's face.

Since he was a Sanskrit and Tamil scholar and a great philosopher, too

he wanted to test the azhwAr, without knowing that the azhwAr does not
talk or open his eyes.

He just threw a small stone into a nearby pond and for that splash sound, our
azhwAr opened his lotus eyes. Madhurakavi asked in tamil "Seththathin
vayiRRil siRiyadhu piRandhAl yetthai thinRu engE kidakkum?"

(meaning: If the small is born in a dead's body(or stomach), what will

it eat and where will it stay?). NammAzhwAr, the one who had not opened
his mouth since his birth (not even for food) opened his lips and answered
"aththaith thinRu angE kidakkum"

(meaning: It will eat that and stay there). The interpreation and

discussion has been widely done among Bhakti group members; However, for
the sake of completeness- a small explanation/interpretation is furnished.

The small one refers to the individual soul and the dead one refers to the
gross matter, the body. When the soul enters the body, the body comes into
life; and when it leaves, it becomes a corpse. The soul experiences the
pleasures and pains through the body and its senses and reaps only what it
has sown quite unaware and unconscious of its true nature of its being part
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3»‘«'6’ of the Almighty, as His body. So the soul will eat that and stay there; When %’q@

’Y‘ the soul realises it true nature and does prapatti to Him Sriman nArAyaNan ‘Y‘
swg (realising the body/mind and intellect as not attached to its nature), it will swg
oVa . nC " : oVa
a),(g eat His thoughts. verses and pAsurams as his "annam" and will stay there %Y@
"‘ (at His abode as His servant rendering service to Him). ".
3»‘«3 Madhurakavi was greatly impressed at AzhwAr's depth of answer and his W&
oVa oVa

philosophy. He prostrated at the feet of AzhwAr and with tears in his yes said
LY & DY
O, southern sun! Please take me as your disciple: Please make me cross the

s‘;«% ocean of Births and deaths. Please protect me". Seeing him at his feet, 3‘;«%
"‘ nammAzhwAr said " Stay with me and write my pAsurams on Sriya:patih". ".
s»,(g From then on nammAzhwAr sang with utmost Bhakti, pAsurams on Sriman %,«g
‘" nArAyaNan and The Lord along with MahAlakshmi on His Garuda appeared "‘
‘a)vqg before nammAzhwAr and blessed him. Not only that, my dear brothers. It is a)vqg
". also told that all perumALs from various Divya Desams appeared one by one ".
2010@ before him and got their quota of pAsurams. Such is the Greatness of "our %Y«@
A'n AzhwAr". nammAzhwAr stayed under that tamarind tree for 35 years. His A'n
30'03 pasurams are compared to essence of all four vedAs. 307@
oVa oVa
39‘0@ NammAzhwAr is also considered as the Chief of all AzhwArs and is also ’301«@
"4 reported as the One constituted by other AzhwArs as the parts of his ".
30'& form. BhUthathAzhwAr as siras (head), Poigai and pEyAzhwAr as his eyes, 307@
8¥a  PeriyAzhwAr as his Thirumukham (face), Thirumazhisai vandha jOthi as his oVa
20’(5 neck, KulasEkara PerumAL and ThiruppANan as His two hands, Wq@
‘" ThirumangaiAzhwAr as his chest and Thondaradippodi as his navel. "‘
sﬂ"ﬁ Madhurakavi as his Thiruvadi (Lotus Feet) and Emperumaanaar Sri 30'93
oVa oVa

- RamanujAchArya as Divya pAdukAs of NammAzwAr. Swami Desikan has -
3»(5 equated Lord Sri RanganAtha PadukA to NammAzhwAr Sri SadagOpar in toto. ?‘Wg
oVa O - ; oVa
svy(g Hence, all Sri vaishNava temples, the Emperumaan’s Divya PadukA is called 207«3
". sadaari or sadagOpam. ".
s”y(g Such Greatest AzhwAr, by being away and separated from the Lord, born in 3‘)1«@
A'A this earthly world, longed to have a darshan of Emperumaan Sriya: athih. He ".

%v«g suffered with terrible pangs of love and languishing with a nAyikA bhAvam, 301«@

A'n as Paraangusa nAyaki. Due to the grace of Divya Dampatis, He was blessed ".
30'03 with growing Para bhakti, ParajnAnam and Parama bhakthi, and was shown 207«@
A'A the arcchiraadhi maargam too (refer 10.9), welcomed by Nithya sUris. A'A
1 1
3‘0'(‘;? After living for 35 years he wished to reach His abode (and so did the 2‘0'«5
20,(5 Lord, too). Madhurakavi's eyes were filled with tears and was immensely %,“g

"‘ pleased and excited when he saw his AchAryA became one with the Lord and ".
301«@ united with Him. Simultaneously, he was also blessed with a swarNavigrahA 301@
oVa (Golden statute) of nammazhwAr which he consecrated at the Tamarind oVa
vqg 301
OVa oVa oVa oVa oVa oVa oVa oVWa oVa oVa oVa oVa oVa oVa oVa oVa oVa
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30'(5 tree. He performed daily ArAdhanA to his AzhwAr and even ignored the %‘v@
‘Y‘ Lord Sriman nArAyaNana since then. ’Y‘
39@ (He composed KaNNinun chiRutthaambhu ten verses on NammAzhwaAr.) swg
oVa oVa
%‘q@ Our NammAzhwAr has always the most favourite for Sri RamAnujA , Sri %‘q@
8¥a  vEdAntha dEsikA, Sri PiLLai IOkAchAryA, Periyavaacchaan PiLLai, Sri oVa
39'(5 MaNavaala maamunigal and all Great seers of visishtAdvaita, till the W@
s‘;% AchAryAs of present times. 3‘;«‘3
’Y‘ NammAzhwAr composed the following: .Y‘
%(g 1.Thiruviruttam as the essence of Rg vEdA awg
oVa . o ‘ oVa
sp' q@ 2.ThiruvAsiriyam as the essence of yajur vEdA s”, «g
‘" Z.:E_rlya;’.hlrmﬁndhtﬁdhl as the e:s;nce 0:5 :ZharvaNa vEdA ‘"
-ThiruvAimozhi as the essence of sAma v
n& n&
‘Y‘ NammAzhwaAr, on the 21st day of adhyayana uthsavam, was blessed with ‘1.
swg the kaitthala sEvai of Emperumaan Lord RanganAthA and was taken to His %q@

W Wi
3.;‘:@ Feet, at ThirumaamaNimaNdapam for eternal, permanent Nithya vaasam at 5‘)‘:@

Sri Vaikunatm at His Feet, for performing eternal kaimkaryam to Divya

oVa oVa
squg Dampathis. Even today, this NammAzhwAr mOksha vaibhava uthsavam is a)ng
‘" celebrated at Sri Rangam temple. The AzhwAr’s Divyamangala vigraham is ".
3»'«@ taken to Emperumaan NamperumAL, and is gently placed (in prostrating 301@
". form) at His Feet, Thulasi leaves are offered to AzhwAr at the Lord’s FEET ".
?p'q@ until the AzhwAr Vigraham is completely immersed in Thirutthuzhaay 3,)7@@
A'A at Emperumaan’s Feet. It is a Great Feeling to have a darshan of this A'A
3‘9'(6’ mahOthsavam and soul stirring to witness this NammAzhwAr mOksha a)'gg
¥  \aibhavam at Sri Rangam. oVa
s@'@ NAMMAZHWAR THIRUVADIGALE SARANAM a)'@g
oVa oVa
b b
oVa oVa
b b
oVa oVa
b b
oVa oVa
b DY
oVa oVa
DY LY
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bY bY
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oVa oVa

v«g 301
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sg@ Swami Nammazhwar g.”a'f

1 1
qug Nammazhwar (Tamil: Nammalwar) is one of the twelve alwar saints of Tamil a)qg
A'A . ; S ; v A'n
so,(g Nadu, India, who are known for their affiliation to the Vaishnava tradition of %‘@

Hinduism. The verses of alwars are compiled as Nalayira Divya Prabandham

a)y«g and the 108 temples are classified as Divya Desam. Nammalwar is considered a)yvg
"‘ the fifth in the line of the twelve alwars. He is highly regarded as a great ".
301«@ mystic of the Vaishnava tradition. He is also considered the greatest among %1«3
". the twelve alwars and his contributions amount to 1352 among the 4000 ".
3,)7«@ stanzas in the Nalayira Divya Prabandam. %Y@
oVa oVa
sp'(ﬁ According to traditional scriptures, Nammalwar was born in 3059 BCE in 20'@@
"‘ Alwarthirunagiri.[1] In Hindu legend, Nammalwar remained speechless from "‘
%‘Vz his birth sitting in a tamarind tree and he first interacted with Madhurakavi 3’)‘0@
‘? Alvar, who saw a bright light shining to the south, and followed it until he ‘?
?p(ﬁ reached the tree where the boy was residing. %q@
oVa oVa
1 1
2‘0'?? The works of Nammalwar were compiled by Madhurakavi as four different 3‘0'«5
W q@ works, the Tiruvayumoli (1102 verses), Thiruviruttam (100 verses), 30, «g
". Thiruvaasiriam (or Thiru Aasiriyam — 7 verses) and Periya Thiruvanthadi (87 ".
301& verses). The works of Nammalwar contributed to the philosophical and 301@
". theological ideas of Vaishnavism. Along with the three Shaiva Nayanars ".

207(5 Appar, Sundarar and Sambandar, they influenced the ruling Pallava kings of 301@
A'n South India, changing the religious geography from Buddhism and Jainism to A'A

30’(;@ Hinduism. 30'93

oVa oVa
30'(5 The Garudasevai festival in Nava Tirupathi, the nine Vishnu temples in %}'«3
"‘ Thoothukudi region and the Araiyar Sevai during the Vaikunta Ekadesi festival "‘
307«@ in Srirangam temple are dedicated to him. The verses of Nammalwar and %’«g
3‘;(:@ other alwars are recited as a part of daily prayers and during festive occasions 5‘;«%
A'A in most Vishnu temples in South India’ "‘
Y . e oo Y4
". He was born at Thirukurukur (modern day Alwarthirunagiri) in the ".

301«@ southernmost region of the Tamil country.[13][14] Some sources consider his %ng
.'. to have been a princely family, although of shudra status (To prove world that ".

30'(5 “caste is not based on birth and it is based on action”).[13][15][16] 201@
oVa oVa
%’q@ Tradition says that he must have been born fully enlightened because as a %‘g@
A'A baby he never cried or suckled and never opened his eyes. According to A'A
20'(1@ legend, as a child he responded to no external stimuli and his parents left him 30'@
oVa oVa

vqg 301
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3»‘«'6’ at the feet of the deity of Sri Adhinathar in Alwarthirunagari. The child then %’q@
’Y‘ got up and climbed into a hole in a tamarind, sat in the lotus position, and ‘Y‘
swg began to meditate. It appears he was in this state for as long as sixteen years swg

s‘;& when a Tamil poet and scholar in named Madhurakavi Alvar was born in 5;:3
"‘ Thirukolur and had travelled to North India on a temple trip. As he was ".
a},«g performing his Nitya Anushtanam one day, he saw a bright light shining to Wvg
"‘ the south, and followed it until he reached the tree where the boy was "‘

301«@ residing. Unable to elicit any reaction from the child, he asked him a riddle: %1«3
oVa “If the small is born in a dead’s body (or stomach), what will it eat and where oVa
3,)1«@ will it stay?” meaning, if the subtle soul is embodied in the gross body, what 3,)1«@

A'n are its actions and thoughts? Nammalwar broke his lifelong silence and A'n
sp’(ﬁ responded, “That it will eat, it will rest!” meaning that if the soul identifies ?p‘q@
‘" with the body, it will be the body but if it serves the divine, it will stay in l"
3»‘«3 vaikunta and eat(think) of God.[17] Madhurakavi Alvar realized the divinity of 3’)’0@
oVa ‘e chi oVa
- this child. -
5& X
3‘0‘% It is believed that in the Kali yuga, the doors of vaikuntam (the supreme 3};@

abode) was opened first time for him by Sriman Narayanan himself and it is
"4 : y A'n
Wq@ believed that the followers of Swami Nammalwar have the most easy access 30,«@
". to the supreme abode. Following his moksha his family entitle as the subbiah ".

301& kumara pillai (the auspicious son’s) by holy Vaishnava acharya’s and they %ng
a¥a  serve him and believe him to be Sriman Narayanan Tiruvadi and celebrate oVa
207(5 him as kulaguru. 301«@
oVa oVa
30’(,@ Nammalwar was one of the twelve alwar poet-saints who immersed 30'@
"‘ themselves in a love of Vishnu and who had a considerable knowledge of &"
30'(5 ancient Tamil literature and its variants of traditional stories concerning ?»'«3
"‘ Vishnu and his associates, as well as the philosophical differences between "‘
sﬂ"g Buddhism, Hinduism and Jainism.[14] %’q@
oVa [\

1 1
s:'(’f Madhurakavi Alvar was his first disciple. Swami Madhurakavi Alvar composed ?2'“5
11 pasurams in praise of his Acharya, Swami Nammalwar known as Kanninun
b b

Shiruthambu, which are included among the 4000 Nalayira Divya

oVa oVa
301«@ Prabandham. %yvg
oVa oVa
301(5 he word alwar means the one who dives deep into the ocean of the countless %qu
.'4 attributes of god.[2][citation needed] The Alwars are considered the twelve A'A
%’q@ supreme devotees of Vishnu who were instrumental in popularising %‘@
A'A Vaishnavism. The religious works of these saints in Tamil, songs of love and A'A
%’q@ devotion, are compiled as Nalayira Divya Prabandham containing 4000 verses 30'@
oVa oVa

vqg 301
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3»‘«'6’ and the 108 temples revered in their songs are classified as Divya %’q@
’Y‘ Desam.[3][4] The saints had different origins and belonged to different ‘Y‘
swg castes. As per tradition, the first three alwars, Poigai Azhwar, Bhoothath swg

s‘;& Azhwar and Pey Azhwar were born miraculously. Thirumalisai Alvar was the 5;:3

son of a sage, Thondaradippodi Alvar, Madhurakavi Alvar, Periyalvar and

a},«g Andal were from the Brahmin community, Kulashekhara Alwar a kshatriya, Wvg
"‘ Nammalwar a Vellala, Thiruppaan Alvar a paanar and Thirumangai Alvar a "‘
301«@ kallar. The Divya Suri Charitra by Garuda-Vahana Pandita (11th century), %1«3
.y. Guruparamparaprabhavam by Pinbaragiya Perumal Jiyar, Periya tiru mudi ".
3,)1«@ adaivu by Anbillai Kandadiappan, Yatindra Pranava Prabavam by Pillai 3,)1«@
A'n Lokacharya, commentaries on Divya Prabandam, Guru Parampara (lineage of A'n
sp'(ﬁ Gurus) texts, temple records and inscriptions give a detailed account of the ?p‘q@
A" alwars and their works. According to these texts, the saints were considered l"
3»‘«3 incarnations of some form of Vishnu. Poigai is considered an incarnation of 3»‘«3
‘Y‘ Panchajanya (Krishna’s conch), Bhoothath of Kaumodakee (Vishnu’s ‘?
20'0@ Mace/Club), Pey of Nandaka (Vishnu’s sword), Thirumalisai of Sudarshanam sﬂ'@g
3‘0':3 (Vishnu’s discus), Namm of Vishvaksena (Vishnu’s commander), Madhurakavi 3’;’;@
". of Vainatheya (Vishnu’s eagle, Garuda), Kulasekhara of Kaustubha (Vishnu’s ".
Wq@ necklace), Periya of Garuda (Vishnu’s eagle), Andal of Bhoodevi (Vishnu’s 30,«@
". wife, Lakshmi, in her form as Bhudevi), Thondaradippodi of Vanamaalai ".
301& (Vishnu's garland), Thiruppaan of Srivatsa (An auspicious mark on Vishnu'’s %ng
". chest) and Thirumangai of Sharanga, Rama’‘s bow. The songs of Prabandam ".
207(5 are regularly sung in all the Vishnu temples of South India daily and also 301«@
o¥s  during festivals.[4][5] oVa
b b
"‘ According to a traditional account by Manavala Mamunigal, the first three &"
30'(5 alwars, namely Poigai, Bhoothath and Pey, belong to the Dvapara Yuga ?»'«3
‘Y‘ (before 4200 BC). It is widely accepted by tradition and historians that the ‘Y‘
sﬂ"g trio are the earliest among the twelve alwars.[3][4][6][7][8] Along with the sﬂ'ﬂg
3‘0'(:3 three Shaiva Nayanars, they influenced the ruling Pallava kings, creating a 3;';%
‘" bhakti movement that resulted in changing the religious geography from "‘
30’«@ Buddhism and Jainism to Hinduism. The alwars were also instrumental in %,«g
". promoting the Bhagavatha cult and the two epics of India, the Ramayana and ".

301«@ the Mahabharata.[9] The alwars were instrumental in spreading Vaishnavism %yvg
.'. throughout the region.[10] The verses of the various alwars were compiled by ".
301(5 Nathamuni (824-924 AD), a 10th-century Vaishnava theologian, who called it 201@

.'4 the “Tamil Veda A'A
e e
oVa oVa
e e
oVa oVa
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He contributed four pieces of works to Divya Prabhandham. These works
consisted of 1,296 poems, making him the most prolific contributor to the
4,000 hymns written by the Alvar poet-saints.[13] These works are:

Thiruvaymoli (1102 verses)

Thiruviruttam (100 verses)

Thiru Vaasiriam (7 verses)

Periya Thiruvanthadi (87 verses)

Tiruvaymoli describes Ranganatha as a metaphor for discussing the
philosophical details in

The nature of the paramatma (divine soul)

The nature of the jeevatma (living soul)

The means for the jeevatma (living soul) to attain the goal of Paramatma
(divine soul)

The blocks and hurdles on the way and

The goal moksha (divinity).

In the Srivaishnava canon, these four represent (in Tamil language) the four
Sanskrit vedas, respectively, the Sama Veda, Rig Veda, Yajur Veda and
Atharva Veda. According to tradition “He poured the cream of these vedas”
into his songs and poetry that were the result of deep mystic experience.
Though Nammalwar did not visit any of the 108 divyadesam temples talked
about in the Vaishnava religion, it appears from his works he must have had
the vision of all the archa forms in the temples he glorified in his hymns.[18]
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[HLDLOITLDGUITI)
(‘QETLD QUTEOTMI™-HLOG SpervpLGHler LGLL)

B 4FTHWISMN60, 46ug), HOWLOTPUM], @euf HTDIUTe S8
H®5GHEaflev ughHsHeu]. uGRHHGI(LLFHEL 2-6V8 QILNSSLILIIY.
ENVGIHWILITETLD (SHTUILILITEV) (LP&G6eVILIEmeU G6VL6VITLDEL

6T(pHS BN @B HSTY.

@eufleor FmwIMy HsHULEITT Qeuenl 6T(HHHILICUTIIL LSHSSHevieTen
Qumedih g Hermigme ervsissfllduilesr (Lpeireormev el (el (b,
QupLomer Gervail§gls Q&Teriy (HhSHmeUileL GLPHmns HaIIHGI
U&sSSHleyleer LYefwwogl QuThHSHGU CuTLail L gl GLHmg
Srenraileoemev. QUNHGISHGeT LUSLmerardlL B Q& mevr(h
Cardjwwwmi eflermSHml. ahbTEbn FiHFHLD LOMTILD 6THIO|D
@eveurred CuUTeSH6L Q@HHFH. QLG U Sm& uilev
HB5CHTeanHleL G sHail erardlm AUl LamTEHT euGHHFH rosev
Fmerugy eusvevaurmyd eNFSHSITWBI(HHS Sieu) auLGCs & &lev
Wr$SHenrsemensd Q&g Q&M hHmauiled Q56 CHEHHL U
CymdHeav ceim QAHMTLL M S SHaul(hUly555 Smus HmHoH
eu(pausmyuilev QAHGTUL (RS QST (hHe CRMEHEN & IT6HuTT6wLOWIIT6V
Qeuall_ g QsHs GCougnlCwarm allgrfléamsaullev, QgHbg)
GLHEMG CHLLOTET HG RCWTSHOVMErVS & 60T HMITI.

Am&e| CUES PFSH @QLELMTHHTL G M aTanCHT 3iMley
@eveorrgCeHm eretTm QAHHHHICSHTeTET U (Lpeireflemevuiled Cufw

G (h&HSH6Lm6eVL GUTLLMY. SihS FUEHHMEHSH CHL(B, GLPHMS
senallflHHIL UTTSHS UTRmE QUsEHME, CUuECLT CUFTCHT 6r6Tm)
Qsflw, QF5sder aulpmier Quiwg NDHSTL SiG TEHMSS SHeTmi
HIGCS S &GLD? TOIMN]. SMDEG U] AHMGHIHOTM| ARG
FILSHGCLaIMT]. QFHMEG SATHFHL. AFHHF| TOATMTL 3IMEY QevLEVTS
L& GHIHWTEL U&s5ULLL CHAMEHL My 2 6Tem o6
LUFCeudlHHITeL, THMS 31H)ILATS G508 T6voTlq (HLILITET 6TaTLg CaeTail
SI6U6HT AHG LTTSH([HS USTTHSMISMeTGW GCUITSHWILDITS 6T600T60011 6N
WILING SIS C\&TeuoTig. (HLILITET, 6T6TLG LSlev, QeiTClamerml - AF555)
TTMMEL - Q\HG Heuedt HTedT WM TTHM FetTemeorLl LMlerr Sinfley

@ 6L HMTEL EUMT (1FHGUGCET, SIEUMISHE, ST &ITErOCI6U 6iTMILD
FFENVEUIT6T S60TEH (G WRLOMETCETETMILD (hMT6Td LNMHSHTEL 188 meon
QUi ETETD. GG QeuaimLil SIS EHTUTHMEG FFerveUly
AWSETAUDSHFHTL CUBSHEF QFUWILILD; Jjeueneorl GUITeL
ET6LELITEUMEMMUILD ETVITENRITSHSFILILIEUTTHEVTEL 3iHG (EHMTETLD CUFIWG).
3HG (EHITEUTLD 2_6BUTLITEUTEL LISEUMTH|6OL LI 6rueUEHL EhL (56U

el Slaemer Si@iuailsHgish & Teuiq(HLLITCT 6T6TLS ATHSLD.
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2  (gr5HEmaUN, SeUBL 2 &HE Geuamy ULCLTMmE QAsmeTens oVa
3»'(5 Qsl1g) Seuf SWTaTSHHCH Coroemeu eromFlé@GLD 6TLDEILI(T,LO M 6v6or 3.;'«5
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nhoCyH @UTOMEIQTW HLO:
nHLoCs nhaurram wamrCeHASTW [HLD:

suj simeafll FLCHTUT HHSHTH

efllmerold (WPWMHH: &@HEETTGLOMY SHTSHT SHTErO6HT, Lj6vorulL|ifl(Ly,6orm)

1. (LP6OTEH)|6MD:

pHeaNumd eureLlfis e @rronucandmsd &pall HOPHDL HDULTS
QumsTms el QUG Sigemest sHCOMY, &merGomy WOHMID QUG
610GeLM(BLD  gMEGLD  euevewId  SIPRICSHMD  QFWISH  HHEUJHIS6oT 6o
georetNHMeord  COLL L&  HRsHles  EIILLSHCL  er6oTLeng  HMGeumd.
SLEUTEVILD,  S(HEUTRISEN6T Y eM6wILILILG. ‘61D  FLCHTUMIL  UMQesTGHm? 616316
CoHLLHMG, SOU BHILLIDPT] UMgul AHSTHL UTLL QFHTSLUCU FLGCHTUF
3HFTH (T6TLSTGLD. gL Camuifleor L{euemLOULD, LSSILD, LD G
QBTEIHSHMATUD  HSHTH  6T6OTMID  UMBUNEL  SlMDGHGH  HIM LML 60&H6N
QumM sigened C&j&S NestentCr, ST @MOMLIGTIID SPEHWI S 6or
Slpeumil eLIH SLL&STESE SFUCUTH HRSSHTID HOL &SI QUDME 6TETLS)
QUILMMI. SHHMSI HOLl6T FLCHTUT HSTHCW, SigqCuiest (PWLHTD @
SL(HenI&HE allaQUuILDTSHE) &LDLI6vTI60T 561118 81615608 WL|LD GEN6USS
WeneTHlTCmes.  (PWMHHAUNM6TTSH HHOTN6N6TT &S (PGHS60T  S6UETIIG UL|LD
SLEMJILI GU6NTaTEL&ET JMISTam(pLD LNITTSHHGHCHT. HaIMIGmeTsd SalissiL
Qur@sner WL HW Qsmean(h SCuLmIsEE & Fam Ceueni(hHerCmesr. meULLILD
UsWL meusndl eillgnss &G HeolemeT SLDOIMTHE@ET  &HEDEVEDLOLITET
BLOWMPUTT  HHeUISTTH HHBTET LLAIT?  MGOUITL LG,  6U(THEDL LI
QuUEBEOLDSEmeTL GUEAL UMqLll LUJOQIFLD SlenLeud HLGl SLenuleiCmm? o &HGe,
SLOLI6HT H6urd HNMGSHAMNL SHL FLCHTLIEMET, Flev (LPSHEHUIL LML 6L&HET CLHEVLD
La 55, @r&eHgH LELD, SnTOIMIUID HMLPSHCMEIT.... UM (HRISH6T!
2. SOUJ QFUIWLD G(H 6I16v0T6voTLILILD:

slengd QFHML&EH5S60 &L, G@hOeueT FLCHTUMIL UMb, SH6iT SMFILILD
§5858 SeuflLC  ummM  Ceusorg  eNeuieuilun - QFIG  QSTETUSHTS

SIMGHSH(HSHGLD LUML0&CET HSHHTLH.. FalCeu, HOOL(HLLME SOOI LD CHLL ..
‘“BLD FLCHMLEN6ETLI LIMTQ601GUIIT...2.” 6T60TM) LML 60D SiGHemenrs QG HileNsSemmiiy.

G5 eaxileL it G SIBLOTMSGS &6 615116218 8 62il(6h 60T
umeileb Smiss Sl 6umiICUomLp] L1 jLicoorig & Ceor
BTevleL SIS LOMMM&S &8 I56VIBIT6UEV 60T

L afleb FIMisG 41966 SLOLIBITL (LI Lj6VsOLOWLI Coor!

24 76008, S160T EWTLOLEG sMD CEMSINILI 24155 LOUPITED
LIT[T600TLD GI&FILIG 6216006015 (& (1B &[T 60)600TLI LIMLIEVELIT
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