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Srimathe Srinivasa Ramanuja Mahadesikaya Namaha
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A short paragraph on Ramanuja

During the first half of 12th century, Ramanuja preached Vaishnavism. Devotion to God became
the essence of his preaching. He was born in South India. But he became famous in many parts of
India by travelling and preaching.

According to Ramanuja, Bhakti was the real way to get God. God was the supreme cause of all
creation, of all existence, and of all destruction. It is not possible for men to know the attributes of
the Supreme Being. It is also impossible to know about the mystery of creation. The real duty of
man therefore was to offer himself to God. Absolute devotion to God could bring salvation.

Ramanuja advised men about the necessity of as Guru. The Guru could initiate the devotee to the
path of devotion.

Ramanuja looked at all human beings in equal eyes. He showed the path of Bhakti to sudras and
the fallen. According to him, all men had the equal right to realize God and to work for salvation.
He tried to open temples for the so-called untouchables.

The teachings of Ramanuja influenced many men in northern and southern India. He was one of
the first among the medieval Bhakti preachers.




Ra manuja Wwww.ramanuja.org

Sri Ramanuja

Sriperumbudur(birthplace)

Bhagavad Ramanuja (1017-1137) was a Vedic spiritual leader, philosopher, and
mystic who is recognized as one of the most influential thinkers in Hinduism. (The
word “Bhagavad” is an honorific.)

Ramanuja led a broad religious movement in southern India in the 11th century,
substantially changing the course of Hindu religious practice. He taught that the

fulfilled life is one of loving worship, service, meditation, and surrender, leading
to direct experience of the Supreme Self. The supreme end of existence is godly
service that overflows from this experience.

The Supreme Self is the highest Truth, the worshipful source and substratum of all
that exists, a unifying Reality which is unfathomably profound and great. It is the
absolutely pure seat of all knowledge and bliss, opposed to any limitation or evil of
any kind and the abode of all auspiciousness. The natural qualities of the Supreme
Self inspire loving devotion in the spiritual aspirant, to which He responds out of
His own inherent love and grace.

The means to attain the Supreme is intense, devoted love, beginning and ending in
absolute self-surrender. The practice of this discipline involves daily worship,
prayer, and meditation on God’s form and qualities. This spiritual discipline is
known as bhakti, and it forms the essence of Ramanuja’s philosophy.




Works

Vedarthasangraha - Summary of the Meaning of the Vedas

Sribhashya - The Glorious Commentary [on the Brahma-Sutras]
Vedanta Sara - Essence of Vedanta

Vedanta Dipa - Light on Vedanta
Gitabhashya - Commentary on the Bhagavad Gita
Gadya Trayam - Prose poems of Surrender
o Saranagati Gadya - The Large Poem of Surrender
o Sriranga Gadya - The Smaller Poem of Surrender to Lord Ranganatha

o Vaikuntha Gadya - The Poem of Contemplation on Vaikuntha
Nitya - A Manual of Daily Worship
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Srirangam(brindavanam)
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Ramanuja

‘To alleviate the misery of others, | don’t mind facing the throes of Hell.
‘All are eligible to enter a temple. The Creator showed no partiality, nor should we
‘All are equally qualified to chant the name of God’
‘All are equal in the eyes of God.
-Sri Ramanujacharya Swami.
BHAGAWAD RAMANUJACHARYA’S MESSAGES

Shed your ego. Serve all beings as service to God.

Serve society which is the universal form of God.

Nobody is infallible.

Do not humiliate anyone.

What is of supreme importance is purity of mind and deed

Born in 1017 CE, at Sripe:rumbudur, India, Ramanujacharya, is revered worldwide as a Vedic philosopher,
social reformer and one of the most important exponents of Sri Vaishnava tradition. In his 120 year life,
travelled across Bharat, understanding the way of life of all sections, at the same time, focusing on
individual needs.

SRI RAMANUJACHARYA, A SPIRITUAL REVOLUTIONARY

» Brought the treasure of Vedic literature to the doorsteps of the common man.
Advocated the philosophy of Visista:dvaitha, qualified monism.
Dispelled the Ma:ya:va:da concept, the world is illusionary.
Became the preceptor of the Bhakthi movement and the source for all other Bhakthi Schools of
thought.
Was an inspiration for mystic poets like Kabir, Meerabai, Annama:cha:rya, Bhaktha Ra:mdas,
Thya:garaja and many others.
Initiated the concept that Nature and her resources like Water, Air, Soil, Trees etc., are sacred and
should be protected from pollution.

SRI RAMANUJACHARYA, AN ERUDITE SCHOLAR
Sri Ramanujacharya wrote 9 scriptures, the Navrathnas.

1. Vedartha-Sangraha — A treatise presenting the tenets of Visishtadvaita, a reconciliation of different
conflicting srutis.
Sri Bhashya — A detailed commentary on the Vedanta Sutras. Sri Bhashyam is Sri Ramanuja’s
magnum opus, which is the greatest commentary on Bramha Sutras. This monumental contribution
was part of the 3 wishes Sri Ramanujacharya fulfilled for His revered master and Guru Sri
Yamunacharya, who breathed His last even before meeting Sri Ramanuja in person.
Gita-Bhasya — A detailed commentary on the Bhagavad-Gita.
Vedanta-Dipa — A brief commentary on the Vedanta Sutras.
Vedanta-Sara — Another brief commentary on the Vedanta Sutras meant for beginners.
Saranagati-Gadya — A prayer of complete surrender to the lotus feet of Lord Srimannarayana.
Sriranga-Gadya — Manuals of self surrender to Lord Vishnu.
Shri Vaikuntha-Gadya — Describes Shri Vaikuntha-loka and the position of the liberated souls.
Nitya-Grantha — A short manual intended to guide the devotees about day to day worship and
activities.




SRI RAMANUJACHARYA, AN ICON OF EQUALITY

The epitome of Egalitarian thought, embraced those who were discarded by society

Brought light into their darkened lives.

Blessed them with manthra and 5 samska:ras.

Opened temple doors for them and included them in the administration.

Allotted 50% of tasks as reserved for the rest of the communities, including the downtrodden

SRI RAMANUJACHARYA, A SOCIAL REFORMER

Bridged the gap between literate and illiterate, rulers and the ruled.

Gave impetus to the concept of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam, the Universe as One Family.
Ra:manujach:rya is that gigantic reservoir from which, all present day schools of thought that
advocate Equality, have flowed out as creeks, rivulets and tributaries. This is a historical fact.

1000 YEARS HAVE PASSED
It’s been over a thousand years that this divine personality sanctified the earth by his presence.

The world is advocating his ideology, without giving due credit to him. His name remains in the shadows.
So, the magical essence of his teachings is missing and the values he advocated have gone into oblivion.

Today, invisible, but invincible, walls have been built, dividing our society. The world is fraught with
divisiveness and populism. People are pitted against one other over conflicts of religion and economics.

The word ‘Equality’ has become just a slogan. The need of the hour is the effulgence of Sri Ramanuja’s
ideology.

His form and his words can inspire society. What better time to experience this inspiration, than the
millennium of his birth!

RAMANUJACHARYA SWAMY - THE ICON OF EQUALITY

Heavenly Stars rarely descend on Earth and Sri Ramanuja was one such human manifestation who lit the
path of equality and bhakthi. Born in Sriperumbudur, Tamil Nadu, in 1017 A.D, dedicated His entire life for
reformism and left no stone unturned in dispelling darkness from the minds and lives of people. His
ultimate objective was to inculcate vedic way of life into society. He was a saint who propagated universal
brotherhood. He embraced the untouchables and treated them on par with the elite. Seeing His
compassion towards the oppressed, His delighted guru honoured him with the coveted title “ Em-perum-
anar” you are ahead of us. Sri Ramanuja named subjugated classes Thirukkulathar-Born Divine.

It would not be wrong to acclaim Him as a legendary personality who revolted against the inhuman
practices inflicted on the less privileged. He gave the secretly guarded mantra to the oppressed and
allowed them to enter temples at a time when it was strictly forbidden! He was a great visionary and free
thinker, who revived society on the grounds of universal salvation through Bhakti, compassion, humility,
equality and mutual respect! He spread the Divine message of God to the common man, irrespective of
caste, gender or creed.

The Sri Vaishnavam Sampradaya is a genius system designed as a dissoluble tie by Ramanujacharya to unite
the heterogeneous population of the universe through mutual respect, equality and thereby, the whole
world in one spiritual bond. The social philosophy of Ramanujacharya was designed to cross the boundary
of caste system and embrace the whole of humanity. He has thus been acclaimed as a great religious and
social genius, and has been rightly given the title “Bhagwad”.




He disclosed the secret, quintessential knowledge and true essence of the Vedas to the common man from
temple tops. He established the correct procedures for rituals performed in temples throughout India, the
most famous being Tirumala and Srirangam. He composed numerous commentaries on our Vedic
scriptures. He was a great philosopher-Saint, theologian, social reformer and chief exponent of the
Visishtadvaita School of Vedanta or qualified non-dualism.

Bhagawad Ramanujacharya made strenuous journeys in His lifetime, to distant places across the Indian
subcontinent and taught that the social order is actually a moral order (rule of conduct) and the crux of all
values is man’s desire for the better. 2017 marked the 1000th year since Bhagawad Ramanujacharya’s birth.
To honor His contributions to society and India as a whole, a 216 feet tall statue has been erected and
consecrated at Shamsabad in AP.

THE STATUE OF EQUALITY HAS EMERGED
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Bhagavad Ramanuja
By

Anbil Ramaswamy




Chapter 1
NINDA STHUTI AND STHUTHI NINDA
RANDOM REFLECTIONS ON RAMANUJA

1. Vaishnavam today in the U.S.A.

Way back in the early 1980s during my first visit to the USA, whenever I mentioned the word
“Hinduism”, the first response of the Westerner (and even our own people who had lost their
moorings to our traditions having settled here for long, not to speak of kids born and brought
up here without even an iota of exposure to our Sat Sampradayam) was “Oh! I know. You are
talking about Buddha!?” These people did not know that Hinduism and Buddhism were poles
apart. The next best bet was “Oh! I know! You are talking about Adhi Sankara”. This second
category seems to have had some familiarity with “Hinduism”, thanks to aggressive
marketing of vested interests, equating Hindu philosophy with just the Advaita philosophy.
In the last few years, however, world populations have come to know about our great
Acharyas like Bhagavad Ramanuja, Swami Desika and MaNavaal.a Maamunigal. as
formidable forces to be reckoned with, recognized and revered.

A very heartening news is that people who never ever heard of these names before now come
together to celebrate Achaarya Vaibhavam Conferences in different cities (and temples, in
particular) especially in USA, Bahrain, Kuwait, England, Indonesia, Singapore and other
places on the Tiru Nakashatram days of these Achaaryas. Participating in the study of Vedas,
Saastras, StOtras and Azhwars’ Divya Prabandams etc. organized by different SrivaishNava
groups have become a routine these days. This is in no small measure due to the efforts of
these various SrivaishNava groups that have been straining every nerve to disabuse false
impressions and familiarize them with the life histories and works of these great Savants, the
lineage of Acharyas in general and the Parama Vaideeka Matham of Srivaishnavam also

known as “Ramanuja Darsanam” The pioneer of this movement is “Swami Desika Darsana
Satsangam” (SDDS) which held the FIRST EVER SrivaishNava Conference in U.S.A. in 1996.

2. Ramanuja’s Birth

The less known fact even among Srivaishnavas about this well known Achaarya by whose
name SrivaishNava philosophy is called 'Ramanuja Darsanam' was a "VaDama' by birth.
(Authority: "Periya Thrumudi ADaivu, PazhanaDai ViLakkam and Visishtaadvaita
Catechism")

During the days of Bhagavad Ramanuja, the word “vaDama” was not equated with
“Smaarta” or “Iyer” as is being done today. It is, however, not clear whether “vaDamas” were
deemed to be a part of “VaishNavas”

Be that as it may, this is a “win-win” situation for both VaDamas and Vaishnavas.

VaDamas can claim that it is one of their clan who came to be hailed as "Sri Vaishnava
Siddhanta Nirdhaarana Saarva bouma" while Vaishnavas can claim how catholic and open-
minded was VaishNavam - in acknowledging the greatness of one who was born a “Non-
VaishNava” as their own undisputed master!

Is it not said that the natural evolution for VaDama is to transform into a VaishNava”?
(“VaDama muthinaal Vaishnava”)

3. Nindaa Sthuthi




There is what 1s known as “Nindaa Sthuthi” in which an attempt to praise someone would
appear to be disparaging but, a full-throated shower of panegyric.

The “Soulabhyam” of Bhagavaan is the fountainhead of a rare kind of literary tradition called
“Ninda- Sthuthi”. The term can be understood as ‘praise appearing as censure’, in which the
form, character and actions of divine are made the butt of ridicule. When the devotee 1is sad,
the songs would appear as accusing Bhagavaan.

In Tamail literature, “Ninda Sthuthi” is known as “SlEdai aN1”

When the devotee is overwhelmed by love and affection, the same will come out with a gusto
of reproach or slander though the inherent intention is to praise. We can see this in our
households where we call our babies like soft winning talk (e.g.) Dear

For Nindaa Sthuthi, we have the classic example in Slokam 13 of Swami Desika’s “Godha
Sthuthi” in which the peers of Andal are shown as making fun of her choosing for her
husband (Svayamvarapathi),

» Lord Ranganatha whose bed was a serpent (naagEsaya),
» rode on a bird (pakshiratha:)
» one who was so old as not to know his own date of birth! (Purusha: puraaNa :)

They were in fact, applauding her choosing as spouse the Paramapurusha reclining on
AdisEsha, riding on the divine bird-vehicle of GaruDa and who is the Primordial
Paramaatma.

Similarly, the songs “yEn paLLIkkoNDeer ayyaa?” (in mOhana Raagam) and “NaDamaaD1i
thirinda umadu 1Dadu kaal udavaamal muDamaagi pOnadu” (in KambOdi Raagam) seem to
deprecate the respective deities but, in fact, convey the opposite.

In a Telugu song, a fake sympathy is shown for Lord saying” “Poor Lord!

He had no mattress to lie on. He had to sleep on a snake!

He had no land. He had to beg from an Asura a land just enough measured by his three
steps!

He did not have even have a home to own. He rests on an ocean!

He had no clothing to wear. He had to steal the garments of the Gopis!

He had nothing to eat. He had to steal some butter from the hoses of Gopis!

Even Rama was not spared:

You helped the Elephant king, GajEndra

You helped the Monkey king, Sugriva

You helped the Asura king’s bother, VibheeshaNa
So, only if I am a king, will you come to my help
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As I am not a king but an ordinary person, you will not condescend to help me!

In Marimuthaaap Pillai’ song “yethaik koNDu Ichchai kONDaai, aDi MagalE” referring to
Lord Siva as —

o ”Suddhap Paithiyakkaaran Gangaadhran,
o thOgaiyE munnavan

o pEyuDan aaDiya

o ThondikkO,




o pazham KandaikkO —
o Erum nandikkO
o seyyum VindaikkO?

Gopalakrishna Bhaartiyaar’s song is popular:

“NaDamaaDi tirinda umadu IDadu kaal udavaamal muDam aanadu yEn enru solluveer
Aiyaa.

+ Tiruneerai SumandeerO neruppaana mEni tanil,

+ seedathinaal migunda Vaada guNamO?

+ orumaiyuDan MaarkkaNDarkku Udaviyaai marali Vizha, udaitha suLukku Eri
ulNda guNamO?

+ Paravai tannin teru Vaasar paDi iDarirrO?

+ Entan paapamO?

+ en SivankE!

Numerous such references can be quoted to illustrate “Nindaa Sthuthi” which appear to
denigrate but are meant to praise the Lords.

4. STHUTHI NINDA

Now, let us look at the opposite trend of “Sthuthi Ninda”. In Tamail literature, “Sthuthi Ninda”
is known as “Vancha Pugazhchi aNi”.

Some groups in USA probably drawing inspiration from their counterparts in India have been
disseminating misleading information about Bhagavad Ramanuja either deliberately or
unintentionally in an obvious attempt to “glorify” him. May be, we can call the attempts of
these enthusiasts as “Sthuthi-nindaa” because while professing to praise him with the best of
intentions, they are besmirching the glory of Ramanuja.

5. Ramanuja’s schooling

We know the story of how Ramanuja being a “VaDama” was initially placed under the
Advaitic Sannyasi called Yadava Prakasa and how they had differences of opinion on
interpretations of some Vedantic statements and how the master plotted to kill him by
drowning him in Ganga while on a pilgrimage tour and how thanks to his cousin, Govinda, he
escaped death and how Lord Varadaraja and PerundEvi Thaayaar led him to safety to
Kanchipuram.

This episode may be historically correct, but these enthusiasts doggedly repeat it ‘ad
nauseum’ forgetting that the same Yadava Prakasa, on return to Kaanchi subsequently,
became Ramanuja's disciple assuming the name of “Govinda Yogi”.

When Bhagavad Ramanuja himself had forgotten the faults of Yadhava Prakaasa and
forgiven him by accepting him as his Sishya, any criticism of the indiscretions of Govinda Yogi
in his “Poorva Asramam” would seem to be a disapproval of Ramanuja’s forgiving him and
will be totally unwarranted.

Even if it is claimed to vouch for the “glory” of Ramanuja’s magnanimity, a repetition in
season and out of season of the earlier episode does not seem to redound to his credit.

6. TirukkOsTtiyur Episode




The seat of Achaarya at Srirangam was lying vacant without a successor to take over. He was
prevailed upon to assume charge. But, before doing so, he wanted to equip himself with the
secrets of the three great Mantras. For this purpose, he approached one "Tiruk KOshTiyur
Nambi" who made him come several times before actually instructing him. He cautioned
Ramanuja that he should not give out the secrets to all and sundry and if he did so, he would
go to hell.

The story goes that immediately on receiving the instructions, Ramanuja climbed up to the
top of tympanum of the temple and proclaimed to the large gathering assembled there to
follow his example. One of the tale bearers rushed to Nambi to complain that Ramanuja was
giving out the Mantras. Nambi was enraged and demanded an explanation. Ramanuja replied
that he did not give out the secrets and even if he had transgressed the specific warning of the
Guru, only he himself would go to hell but the multitude of humanity that listened to his
clarion “wake — up” call would be saved spiritually. The Guru was overwhelmed by this reply.
Embracing Ramanuja appreciating his broad-mindedness, he called him “EmperumanarE”-
"Oh! My lord" and declared that Srivaishnavam would thenceforward be known as "Ramanuja

noo«

Darsanam"- “the light of Ramanuja”

The popular belief that he gave out the Mantras to a motley crowd comprising of all castes &
even outcastes is not correct. What he actually gave out was that he had found out the way to
attain mOksha through the three great Mantras that he secured from Nambi and invited
those who sincerely wished to follow him to go get initiated by Nambi.

Also, he did not advise “all and sundry” as assumed by some. By the time of this episode, he
had already gathered a considerable number of disciples who accompanied him at the
Southern entrance to the temple and he was thus addressing his own disciples. This is
another less known fact about the well known Achaarya.

The enthusiasts, no doubt, wish to “glorify” Ramanuja as being broadminded as to publicly
reveal the mantras openly to all and sundry but they forget that in the process they damage
both his knowledge and his actions.

Did not Hitler’'s misinformation Minister, Goebbels postulate that a lie constantly repeated
will be believed to be true?

And the funny thing is that this lie is being repeated parrot-like even by genuine Ramanuja
Bhaktas!

In fact, in Andhra, they used to say “raamaanujulu gOpuram ekki Tirumantram
Cheppinaaru”

Kaanchi Mahavidwaan P.B. ANNangarachariar observes in his book “Amuda Mozhi Aayiram”
that seeing how Ramanuja himself had to take considerable pains to visit Nambi 18 times for
Initiation, his Sishyas requested him to help them with the treasure. And he agreed to advise
the “purport” - not the mantram itself, that too to a select audience of his own Sishyas in the
limited enclosure.

“Maamunigal. in ChhorNikai 204 of his Achaarya Hridayam observed

“thaaikkum maganukkum tambikkum ivarkkum ivar adi paNindavarkkumkE ivai uLLLadu”
and “palakaal naDandu tuvaNDu kETTa parama arthathai olakkamaaga vaithu
upadEsithum”.

The word “olakkamaaga” does not mean that he “scattered” the Mantram to all and sundry as
if it were like disbursing currency notes. He was not engaged in any kind of “body shopping
spree" for mass recruitment for VaishNavam nor had he any need to do so!




His mission was totally different. He was engaged in demolishing the flaws and faults in the
arguments of “Poorva Pakshins” and establishing “Siddhaantam” on “terra firma” as
evidenced in “VEdaanta Saaram”, “VEdaanta Deepam” and his magnum opus, “Sree
Bhaashyam”.

H.H. Srirangam Srimad Andavan, Sr1 Rangaramanuja Mahaa Desikan observes that in the
context of referring to Dvayam in Gadhya Trayam, Ramanuja wrote “atra dvayam” without
giving out the sacred Mantram itself.

It is, therefore, not appropriate to hold that he indiscriminately “scattered” (Vaari iraithal) of
the sacred Rahasya Mantram of AshTaaksharam. (Vide Page 68 of December 2003 issue of
Sri Ranganatha Paaduka).

“Nothing happened on top of the Gopuram” says the erudite Editor, who adds “When
Ramanuja concealed even Dvayam that can be advised to all (as it does not contain
PraNavam), it is not correct to conclude that he revealed AshTaaksharam” which is
“Rahasyam” (Secret) and NOT a “Sadasyam” (That which can be announced in public)

Also, in VaikunTa Gadhyam where reference had to be made of “Moola Mantram”, Ramanuja
did not spell it out but only said
“Sreemata: moola mantrENa...Aatmaanam bhaghavatE nivEdayEt”

“Even if he addressed the audience from the top of the GOpuram, it cannot be a large crowd of
thousands of people. This is because in those days when “T'emple Entry” was not even thought
of, the cramped space in the temple premises would not permit any more than say, a hundred
of his Sishyas as the ground floor was hidden by a tall rampart wall and there was no facility
available for microphone or megaphone or any kind of “Public address system”

Was Ramanuja ignorant of the direction in SEsha Samhitai (14-50) that while one should
bring to light the glory of the Guru, one should not give out the secret mantras under any
circumstances?

Gurum prakaasayEt dheemaan mantram yatnEna gOpayEt/
Aprakaasa-prakaasaabhyaam ksheeyatE sampad-aayushee//
Are the enthusiasts “deifying” Ramanuja or “demonizing” him?

7. Did Emperumaanaar disobey Emperumaan?

Some hold that the Lord desired Ramanuja to live on earth for 200 years to serve
SrivaishNavam but he returned to Paramapadam on attaining the age of barely 120 years
and the Lord “sent him back” as MaNavaal.a Maamunigal to complete his term.

This is another oft-repeated theory like the TirukkOshTiyur episode and made popular by the
same technique.

This, however, does not seem to be logical —

1. It is hard to imagine Yathirajar violating his tenure stipulated by the Lord and committing
“agjnaa adhilanganam”!

Such an interpretation would be blasphemous both to Bhagavad Ramanuja and Bhagavaan
himself!

It does not add any credit or glory to either Emperumaan or Emperumaanaar!




2. If he were reborn, how would he sing in praise on himself as in “Yathiraja VImsati” and
“Aarthi Prabandam”?

Except the Lord who sang on his own praise, no one else could venture in such “Svaatma
Prasamsaa” (Self- Glorification).

Did not Nammaazhwar say “thun sollaal thaan thannaik keerthitha maayan”?
(Tiruvouimozhi 7.9.2)

3. Swami Desika attained Paramapadam in 1369 (Sowmya, Kaarthigai, Krittigai).
Maamunigal)’s Avataaram was in 1370 (SaadaaraNa, Aippasi, Moolam) just within a period
of “Garbha vaasam”. Perhaps, it might be more appropriate to conclude that he was the
“Apara Avataaram” (Reincarnation) of Swami Desika than that of Bhaashyakaarar.

4. We see the sentiments expressed earlier by Swami Desika being echoed faithfully in
almost all the works of Maamunigal.. Perhaps, Swami Desika desired to further clarify with
“footnotes” for his otherwise monumental works, by reincarnating as Maamunigal.

5. Did Ramanuja climb the Tirumalai hills kneeling all the way up?

A story that is currently doing the rounds is that Ramanuja climbed Tirumalai hills not once
but on three different occasions kneeling all the way up to worship TiruvEnkaTamuDaiyaan.
The reason dished out is that he considered the hills so holy that it would have been an
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“apachaaram” to”’put his feet “down” to walk “up”!

There is no mention of such a practice in any Grantham of Swami Desika or in the “Guru
Paramparaa Saaram” of Thriteeya Parakaala Swami.

If the Azhwaars or UDaiyavar or Swami Desika had believed in this, certainly they would
have referred to this.

This appears to be one more “aithihya” - a yarn spun by some to show Ramanuja as “holier
than” his very Achaarya Periya Tirumalai Nambi who was a “Permanent Resident” in
Tirumalai itself. (Green card holder in the parlance of U.S.A!

Would Ramanuja ever dare to show his master in such a poor light compared to himself and
commit “Achaarya apachaaram” - an “asahya apachaaram” in his own words?

(Authority: Veeravalli GanapaaDi Desikachariar Swami on pp 53-54 of October 2003 Issue of
“Sri Ranganatha Paduka”).

May be, the protagonists would be happy if told that Ramanuja might have used a helicopter
to reach the top of the hills!

Even so, on reaching the top, he would have had to set his foot to walk up to the Sanctum
Sanctorum!

6. Ramanuja’s body preserved for nearly a thousand years.

It is held by some that the physical body of Bhagavad Ramanuja, the greatest SrivaishNava
Achaarya (1107 — 1137 AD) is preserved to this today for nearly 1000 years in a sitting
posture in all its pristine state unostentatiously, without any fanfare or publicity and without
using any of the chemical preservatives employed by the Egyptian and Goan models except
for an occasional coating of edible camphor (Pachai Karpooram) in the Sannidhi (Sanctum
Sanctorum) dedicated to him on the southeast corner on the fifth round within the Srirangam
temple as ordered by Lord Ranganatha himself.




- If this were true, it would indeed be a great event far exceeding the preservation of the
mummies of Egypt and the body of St. Xavier in Goa in India that thrill enthusiasts into
hysterical brouhaha about them.

- If this were true, it is intriguing how even some Srivaishnavas are not aware of such a
breathtaking event for so long that here in Srirangam, their holiest place hailed as “BhulOka
VaikunTam” (Heaven on Earth) such a thing has happened.

This, however, cannot be dismissed as mere hearsay because I have actually seen with my
own eyes not once but on two occasions when the priest in the Sanctum took off the plates
shielding the scalp, the forearm and the fingers of the great Achaarya and showed them.

I was told that as the public is not allowed as a matter of routine to witness this, the priest
would show only to a select few and on special request and special permission of
Devasthaanam authorities. The Chief priest of the Sannidhi of Periya Perumaal.
(Bhattacharya) also vouched for this fact.

Some do not seem to give credence to this because usually the mortal remains of “Yathis”
were buried away from and not kept within the holy precincts of a consecrated temple.

Even building “Brindavanams” over the burial places seem to be a later development.

Others accept it as a fact, probably with a view to “glorify” Ramanuja in a special way as
being the only one to have had that privilege!

Even so, the “Kainkaryaparas” including “Srimaan Taangigal.s” are said to wash their feet
before entering Ranganatha Sannidhi on occasions, should they first visit Ramanuja’s
Sannidhi, obviously acknowledging the pollution involved in visiting a morgue!

Is this the way to “glorify” the “Achaarya Saarvaboumar”?
As this seems to be unique, knowledgeable scholars may throw light on whether -

1. Interning the physical remains of a “Sannyaasi” in the precincts of a consecrated temple
and

2. The construction of “Brindavanams” for Yathis (which latter seems to be a practice in other
traditions) have any sanction in the Saastras.

Let us disabuse ourselves of any misunderstandings and unite to celebrate our Darsana
Sthaapakar in a fitting manner.

Emperumaanaar ThiruvaDigalLE SaraNam
SrimatE Raamaanujaaya namah:




Chapter 2

Bhagavad Ramanuja --VaishNavam all over India

AN INTRODUCTION

Of the nine Granthas authored by Bhagavad Ramanuja, the three Gadhyams called
Saranaagathi Gadhyam, Sriranga Gadhyam and VaikunTa Gadhyam are outstanding for
various reasons:

1. The other Granthams like Vedaartha Sangraha, Vedanta Deepa and Vedantha Saara as
also his magnum opus Sri Baashyam lay emphasis and in great detail on the Reals (Tattva
Trayas) of Chit (sentient) Achit (insentient) and Iswara (the All-sentient Bhagavaan) as the
ultimate Purushaartha (Goal of attaining mOksham). These Gadhyams vividly describe the
“Hita” (Means to attain mOKsham) which is most important for the “mumukshu” (one
desirous of attaining mOksham) who has already gained insight into these Tattvas.

2. While the other Granthas like Vedaartha sangraha, Vedanta Deepa and Vedantha Saara
and Sri Baashyam were composed by Bhagavad Ramanuja in the early part of his life, these
Gadhyams were (according to tradition) reported to have been composed much later in his life.

3. The earlier Granthas obliquely hint at “Bhakti” (Devotion) as the means to mOksha and
describe in detail the various Upaasanas like 32 Vidyas that constitute Bhakti Yoga. They
were instrumental in inspiring the Bhakti maarga among various VaishNava sects like -

In North India
Ramananda, Ravidasar, Meera Bai, Kabeerdaasar and TulLasidasar,
In Bengal

Chaitanya, Rupa Goswami in Prayag, Sanathana GOswami in Kaasi, Radha the prime
devotee among Kaantha-bhaktas and Gourangar

In Assam

Sankara Devar of Navgaum, Jagadees Misrar, Gayapaani Ramadasar (Kaayastha),
Damodara Devar, VaikunTa BhaTTanaatha Devar, and Maadhava Devar

In Karnataka

Madwachariar, PaanDu-Rangar of Daasar movement, Sripaada Raajarar, LakshmaNa
Theerthar, Vyaasa-Raayar, Purandara Daasar, Kanaka Daasar, Vaadi-Raajar, Vijaya-Daasar
and Jagannaatha Daasar.

In Maharashtra
Jnaana Devar, Naama Devar, Eka-Nathar, Sant Tuukaaraam and ViTTalar

It was later on of his life that Bhagavad Ramanuja while writing his commentary known as
Geethaa Baashyam popularized the famous “Charama slOKam” of Lord KrishNa who offered
mOksham to all those who surrendered unto his feet (through what is known as Prapatti or
SaraNaagathi)being unable to adopt any other means like Bhakti.

4. Unlike most of other devotional works that are in poetic form, the Gadhyams are in prose
but are not by any means “prosaic”’. Even a cursory reading of the Gadhyams would take our
minds to unparalleled ecstasy and motivate us our eagerness (tvarai) to instantly aspire to




reach Godhead. But, reciting the Gadhyams with an understanding of the meanings would
indeed be a rich and rewarding experience.

5. Bhagavad Ramanuja offered his SaraNaagathi through “SaraNaagathi Gadhyam” to Lord
Ranganatha and Sri Ranga Naachiyaar during the “Serthi sEvai” on a Panguni Uttram day.
This is a heart-rending piece in which he pours his heart out through SaraNaagathi Gadhyam
at the feet of Divya Dampathis who instantly responded to him. The graphic supplication of
Bhagavad Ramanuja and the reassuring response of Divya Dampathis - stand out as a great
treasure for all SrivaishNavas. These Gadhyams show us the quickest, surest, and
simplest way of attaining mOksham - in other words securing “maximum benefit
through minimum effort”!

Bhagavad Ramanuja provides the following topics in “SaraNaagathi Gadhyam”

01. SaraNaagathi to Sri Lakshmi 10. Leela Vibhooti

02. Why this SaraNaagathi? 11. Invocations denoting the above qualities
03. Exposition of “NaaraayaNa” 12. SaraNaagathi

04. His Attributes 13. Prayer for purification

05. His Adorrnaments 14. Prayer for being saved

06. His Weapons 15. The Desired End- Eternal Service

07. His Consorts 16. Prayer Answered

08. His Attendants 17. Lord’s Injunctions — How Prapanna is to
09. His VaikunTa spend his days

18. Assurance by the Lord




Chapter 3

Exemplary rectitude in Ramanuja Darsanam

In SrivaishNavam, we can see how both the predecessors and successors of Bhagavad
Ramanuja maintained the highest standards of rectitude and compassion in personal life and
how their Acharya Bhakti was unmatched.

We know that Bhagavad Ramanuja had 5 Acharyas:

. Periya Nambi who administered Pancha Samskaarams to him at Madurantakam,

. TirukkOshTiyur Nambi who taught him Rahasya meanings especially of Tirumantram,
. Tirumaalai AaNDaan who taught him Bhagavad Vishayam through KaalakshEpam,

. Tirumalai Nambi who taught him the essence of Srimad RamayaNam and

. Tiruvaranga Perumaal. Araiyar who taught him Divya Prabandams and Stotras.

We may perhaps add Tirukkachi Nambi through whom he got the famous 6 words from Sri
Kaanchi Varadaraja Perumaal. with whom Nambi was on “speaking terms”

As for Sishyas, he had numerous Sishyas, most notable being Koorathaazhwan and
Mudaliyaandaan whom he took to TirukkOshTiyur as daNDam and Pavitram, respectively.

We will see a few instances to illustrate this rectitude (one from his Acharya and one from his
Sishya)

SrivaishNavam is unique in that it did not discriminate anyone based on caste, creed etc. and
1s compassionate to one and all.

Periya Nambi

Periya Nambi, a Brahmin performed the last rites to MaaranEri Nambi belonging to a lower
caste.

When someone brought this to the notice of Bhagavad Ramanuja, he went straight to his
Acharya, not for questioning but to let the world know why he did it.

Periya Nambi explained that he had not done anything that was prohibited or against what
was practiced by great personalities. He asked —

*Did not Rama perform the last rites for JaTaayu, a mere bird a ceremony which he could not
do for his own father Dsaratha? Am I greater than Rama and is MaranEri Nambi any lower
than Jaaayu?

* Did not Dharmaputra, the personification of Dharma perform the last rites of Vidura of the
4th caste? Am I greater than Dharamaputra and is MaranEri Nambi any lower than Vidura?”

Among Sishyas, we know how Koortahaazhwaan lost his eyesight (Darsnam) for saving
Ramanuja Darsanam.

Govinda

Here, we can see the Achaarya Bhakti of another Sishya of Ramanuja. He was Govinda, a
cousin of Bhagavad Ramanuja (in his Poorva Asramam). Due to some quirk of fate, Govinda
became a shaivite for some time and was living in Tiru Kaal.ahasti. He was brought back to
the mainstream of SrivaishNavam by Periya Tirumalai Nambi and got him transformed him
into an inveterate Bhaagavata. Govinda made his life’s mission to do impeccable service to




Periya Tirumalai Nambi. One day, he was making a bed for Nambi and was seen lying on it.
Ramanuja saw this and was taken aback and referred the matter to Nambi.

Nambi: “Is it true that you were lying on my bed?’

Govindan: “Yes, Master. I am doing this daily”

Nambi: “Do you know that it is a sin to occupy the bed of the Acharya and what it will entail?”

Govindan: “Yes. I know. I will be consigned to hell”
Nambi: “Knowingly you committed this sin?”

Govindan: “Yes. I lie on the bed not for enjoying but to make sure that there is nothing on it
(insect or dust) that might trouble my Acharya and affect his sleep. If in this process, I must
go to hell, I do not mind it”

Bhagavad Ramanuja and Nambi were aghast at the depth of Acharya Bhakti of
Govindan.

On another occasion, Ramanuja was shocked on seeing Govindan putting his hand into the
mouth of a live poisonous snake and asked him why he did this risky job.

Govindan replied “I saw the snake writhing in pain as a thorn had pierced its tongue. I
wanted to pluck out the thorn and relieve it from pain.

Ramanuja was astonished to see the compassion of Govinda even to a snake usually
considered harmful for humans.

This is the kind of compassion that followers Ramanuja have imbibed.

These are but a few instances to illustrate the exemplary rectitude of SrivaishNavam in
general and Ramanuja Darsanam in particular.




Chapter 4
3 LAMPS IGNITED BY 3 RAMANUJAS

The word “Ramanuja” means “Younger brother of Rama”

Though LakshmalNa is usually referred as the younger brother of Rama, Bharata and two
other Ramanujas lit lamps in our Sampradayam.

Bharata is the one younger brother of Rama

Krishna himself is a younger brother of Balarama (as shown by Swami Desika in13th
Sloka of Yatiraja Saptadi)

Acharya Ramanuja (teekkutra keerthi iraamaanujan)

Let us enjoy how Swami Desika has enjoyed the 3 Lamps lit by these 3 Ramanujas.

Each one of them lit brilliant lamps to spread the light of Knowledge and devotion among

Bharata’s lamp is Paaduka Deepam.
KrishNa’s lamp is Bhagavad Gita Deepam.
Bhagavad Ramanuja’s lamp is Ramanuja Deepam

. Bharata’s lamp: Paaduka Deepam
Paadukaa sahasra SIOkam 192. This is the 12t Sloka of 7th Paddati - “AbhishEka
Paddati”
snEhEna dEvi! Bhavateem vishayE abhishinchan,dvi sapta sankhya
bhuvanOdara deepa rERhaam /
jaatam Raghootvahati vaagara vipra yOgaatantam tamisram aharat
Bharata: Prajaanaam /

Meaning

When the world was immersed in darkness due to the setting of the Soorya (Sri Rama), the
Chakravarthi Tirumagan, it was Bharata who lit the lamp in Kosala kingdom filling it
with the oil in the form of Bhakti and dispelled the darkness.

Comments:

e The word “deepa rEkha” implies that the flame was slim and began to gain its
brilliance only when Bharata ignited it with Bhakti as oil. Indirectly, this reveals that
the brilliance of Bharata came to be known to the world only after Sri Rama went into
exile.

The word “snEha” means both “love” and “oil”. In the case of lamp, it is oil; in the case
of Bharata, it is loving devotion or Bhakti. This is the lamp lit by Bharata.

2. KrishNa’s lamp “Bhagavad Gita Deepam”

This has reference to 89th Sloka of Swami Desika’s “Dayaa Satakam”

Prabhoota vibhudat vishadparaNa kina Viswamjbaraa-
Paraapa nayanas chalaath tvam avataarya lakshmee dharam /
Niraakritavatee DayE! Nigama souda deepa sriyaa
Vipaschita vigeetayaa Jagati Geetayaantam tama: //
Meaning




“Oh! Daya Devi! To relieve the burden on earth, you made the consort of Lakshmi to
incarnate as Lord KrishNa and arranged for lighting the lamp of Bhagavad Gita for
dispelling the darkness of ignorance consuming the world”

Comments:

o Paaduka Deepam was depicted as the one that was lit at the centre of 14 worlds. Here,
Bhagavad Geeta Deepam is described as “nigama souda deepam” meaning it the lamp
lit on top of the mansion of the Vedas because it conveys in detail the inner meanings of
Vedas.

While Paaduka Deepam dispelled the outer darkness, Bhagavad Gita Deepam may be
considered as the one that dispels the inner darkness!

3. Bhagavad Ramanuja’s lamp is Ramanuja Deepam.

This is the lamp brought to light by Swami Vedanta Desika, in Sloka 56 of “Yatiraaja
Saptadi”.

Niraa lOke lOke nirupati para snEha bharitO

Yati kshmaabruth deepO yati na kila jaajjvalyata iha /

Ahankaarat vaantam vijahati gatankaaram anaghaa:

Kudarkka vyaasoukam kumati mata paataaLa guharam //
Meaning

Bhagavad Ramanuja himself is depicted as a lamp. If this lamp was not lit and shed its
brilliant luster in this world, how people brainwashed by false philosophy of others get
rid of the darkness contained in the caves of Ahamkaara and Mamakaara?

Comments:

For this Ramanuja Deepam, Bhagavad Bhakti is the oil as indicated by the words
“nirupatipara snEha bharita:”

--Bharata’s Bhakti was the oil for “Paadukaa Deepam”; Bhagavad Bhakti is here the oil for
“Ramanuja Deepam”.

--Tituvarangattu Amudanaar in his “Ramanuja Nootrantaadi” says:

“kaDal aLavaaya disai eTTinuLLLum kali iruLe miDai taru kaalathu, iraamaanujan mikka
naan maraiyin suDar oliyil avv irulai turathilanEl”

--Amudanaar says that Ramanuja with the help of the light of Vedas removed the darkness in
the world. Swami Desika says Ramanuja himself is the lamp that dispelled this darkness.

Thus, through the “Tiru uLLam” of Swami Desika, we enjoyed the ever-shining lamps
lit by the 3 Ramanujas.

(Based on an article by Vaikuntavaasi U.Ve. Vidwan Dindigul Ramaswami Iyengar
Swami, published by “Sri Venkatesa Kainkarya Samiti”, Mylapore, Chennai)

Chapter 5
SARANAGATI GADHYAM OF BHAGAVAD RAMANUJA

In this SaraNaagati Gadhyam, Ramanuja prays that Lord Ranganatha himself should grant
the desire to arise in the hearts of devotees, remove impediments in attaining the goal and
grant the ultimate objective of mOksham as described in VaikunTa Gadhyam. He submitted
all the three Gadhyams while having Darsanam of Perumaal. and Thaayaar in “SErthi
sEvai” on a Panguni Utram day which also happens to be Thaayaar’s Tirunakshatram.




At the outset, he surrenders to Thaayaar and requests her to grant him the very desire to
desire Prapatti and consequent service to the Divya Dampathis.

Thaayaar blesses him saying “Let it be so” (astu tE and Tayaiva sampatsya tE)

After thus getting Thaayaar’s blessings, he then submits his prayers to Perumaal. and
proceeds to describe one by one -

- the physical features of Perumaal. (Divya Mangala Vigraham),

- the qualities (Svaroopa and Svabhaava GuNas)

- Ornaments adorning him (AabharaNam)

- the weapons (Aayudams) that are like ornaments for him

Then he refers to other PiraaTTis like BhoodEvi, NeeLaa dEvi who are his other spouses.

- The description of the eternal servitors of the Divya Dampatis in Sri VaikuNTam
- The description of Sri VaikuNTam with its myriad excellences
-  How the Divya Dampatis treat the lower worlds as their playground (Leela Vibhuti)

Then he describes the qualities like
KaaruNya (Mercy, Feeling one with others in grief),

Souseelya (Excellence of disposition),

Vaatsalya (Love that ignores faults in others),

Oudaarya (Feeling as if he is receiving while giving (Udaara),
Aiswarya (Lordship, Mastery over everything),

Soundarya (Bewitching beauty) etc.

Sarvagjnatva (His omniscience)

He then expresses how it is too much for him to ask for Lord’s grace being burdened with
intolerable offences committed by him over innumerable births, which he continues to commit
even now and will do so in future as well. He catalogues these offences into 3 categories
namely

+ Bhagavad Apachaaram,
+ Bhaagavata Apachaaram and
% Achaarya Apachaaram (which he calls asahya Apachaaram being unable to enumerate
1t even).
He then specifically expresses his surrender be reciting “Dvaya manta” here.

He then proceeds to cite instances like how he saved those who surrendered to him like
Vibheeshana to compel the Lord to grant grace to him.

He also requests Bhagavaan to forgive all his sins committed by mind, speech and action
which were induced by Vipareeta Jnaanam (mistaken identity) caused by the association with
body instead of the soul.




Then he quotes from Bhagavad Gita 3 SIOkas in which the Lord had promised protection to
those who surrender to him and requests Bhagavaan to grant him Para-bhakti, Para-
jnaanam and Parama-Bhakti.

The Lord replies “So be it” (Evam BhootOsi) and says that out of infinite compassion, he
would fulfill all desires of Ramanuja asking him not to entertain any doubts in this regard
and remain for the rest of his life in Sriranga KshEtram constantly reciting “Dvaya mantram”
(Atra SrirangE Tvam Sukham Aaswa)

If “Seshatvam” (being subordinate) could lead to “Daasatvam” (servitude) naturally , a
question can arise: “Is servitude delectable?”

Ask Bhartruhari: He says in Neeti Satakam SlOka 58
Mounaan mooka: pravachana paTur VaatulO jalpakO vaa,
DhrishTa: PaarsvE vasati cha tadaa, dooratas cha apragalpa:/
Kshaantyaa Bheerur Yadi na sahatE praayasO na abhijaata:

sEva Dharma: paramagahanO yOginsaam api agamya.:/ /

The duty of service is most difficult, and it is beyond the comprehension of even the Yogins —

If a servant is silent, he is called dumb

If he talks, he is called talkative

If he keeps close, he is said to be stubborn

If he keeps away, he is said to be inefficient
If he 1s submissive, he is deemed to be coward

If he is uncompromising, he is said to be low born.

The answer is that this is applicable only to those masters who are also governed like us by
TriguNas. But the Lord is made of a different mettle. His is “sui generis” made of absolute
Sattva gulNa not contaminated by Rajas and Tamas.

He has innumerable bunches of auspicious qualities as shown below called SWARUPA
NIRUPAKA DHARMAS AND NIRUPITA SWARUPA VISESHANAS (Manifested
qualities and Qualities that have become manifest). Sri Ramanuja ' has enumerated some of
the outstanding qualities of ISWARA as follows:

SWARUPA NIRUPAKA DHARMAS

JNANATVA Omniscience

ANANDATVA Ever Joyous, Blissful

AMALATVA  Blemish lessness

SATYATVA Firmness, Truthfulness

ANANTATVA Unlimited by Time, Space, Matter, Omnipresence

NIRUPITA SWARUPA VISESHANAS are:




GNANAM Wisdom, Knowledge
BALAM Strength, Supporting everything
AISWARYAM Lordship, Mastery over everything
VEERYAM Prowess
SAKTHI Power, Energy
TEJAS Splendor, Luster
SOUSEELYAM  Excellence of disposition
VATSALYAM Love that ignores faults in others
MARDAVAM Softness, compassion
ARJAVAM Straightforwardness
SOUHARDHAM Friendliness towards Bhaagavatas
SAMYAM Not differentiating between high and low
KARUNYAM Mercy, Feeling one with others in grief
MADURYAM Sweetness, Being pleasant
GAMBHIRYAM Majesty, Profundity, Greatness
AUDHARYAM Feeling as if he is receiving while giving (Udaara)
CHADURYAM Cleverness - winning over opponents
STAIRYAM Steadiness, never forsaking Bhaktas
DHAIRYAM Keeping up promises
SOURYAM Heroism, Fearlessness
PARAKRAMAM Valor in destroying evil
SATYA KAMAM Benevolence - Desiring only good
SATYASANKALPAM Benevolence in determination
. KRITITVAM All actions directed towards uplift of Bhaktas.
30. KRITAJNATVAM Gratitude towards even the smallest, good acts
AND MANY MORE.

It is said that God himself does not know the number of auspicious qualities he has.
Therefore, he is called "AsankhyEya KalyaaNa GulNa GaNa" - Numberless bunches of
auspicious qualities. No dictionary can adequately enumerate his qualities. It is not because
his qualities are exhausted but the dictionaries of Saastras have exhausted their vocabulary
and exhausted themselves in enumerating the auspicious qualities of the Lord. Whatever
qualities one speaks of the lord, it fits him but still falls short!

Serving such a one who is full of bunches of auspicious qualities (asankhyEya

kalyaaNa guNa gaNa) and with devoid of all blemishes, would be wholly enjoyable
here and would ensure our ideal goal in the hereafter.
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The divine outpourings of the twelve azhwars go under the name of * Nalayira Divya Prabhandham.
The work by Thiruvarangathamudanar, called ‘Iramanuja Nootrandhadi’ forms the last part of this
collective work (Charama Prabhandham). Interestingly, it was heard by the one on whom it was
written thereby obtaining a ‘seal of approval’. Further, this sacred work was authorised to be
included under Divya Prabhandham by Sri Ramanuja himself.

AmudhanAr's devotion to AchArya RaamAnujA was equal to that of the unparalleled devotion that
Madhuara Kavi AzhwAr had for Swamy NammAzhwAr.

Thiuvarangathu amudhanAr was previously known as periya kOil nambi. He was the official
guardian of srI rangam temple and was doing purOhithyam (reading purANam, vEdha viNNappam,
etc). Initially, he was not favourable towards Emperumanar’s efforts to reform the activities in the
temple.

Emperumanar engaged KurathAzhwAn to educate and guide Periya Koil hambi so that he would
become fit to serve him. Azhwan slowly made an impact and eventually one day periya kOil nambi
desired to become the sishya of emperumAnAr. EmperumAnAr advised periya kOil nambi to accept
AzhwAn as his AchArya since he was the one who reformed him. Periya kOil nambi then was named
amudhanArby emperumAnAr himself due to his classic ability to write nectarine poems in thamizh.
Subsequently, amudhanAr developed profound attachment towards AzhwAn and emperumAnAr.




RamAnujA became sullen that such a great scholar (AmudhanAr) was stripped of his erstwhile major
responsibilities and out of his spirit of compassion, went to the residence of one of his AchAryan
,Thiruvaranga PerumAL arayar .There , he pleaded his achAryan to grant Iyarpaa SrikOsam to him
as boon(DhAnam). He requested his AchAryan not to recite the Iyarppaa thousand, which was his
assigned duty. He instructed AmudhanAr on the recitation of Iyarppaaa and asked him to take over
the recitation of this thousand from the Arayar. All the maryAdhayais for such kaimkaryam were
deflected to Amudhanaar from that day onwards. Arayar recited all other isaippaa other than
Iyarppaa. AmudhanAr was also put in charge of Iyarppaaa recitation at Sri RanganAyaki ThAyAr
sannidhi.

AmudhanAr was moved by the dayA of RaamAnujA and composed the 108 paasurams of Sri
RaamAnuja NooRRandhAthi and recited in front of NamperumAL.

On a SapthAvaraNam day, Lord RanganAthA asked RaamAnujA not to accompany Him on His Raaja
Veedhis and stopped all vAdhyams and asked Sri VaishNavAs to recite the RaamAnuja
NooRRandhAthi. From then on NooRRandhAthi is recited after Iyarppaa at PerumAL and ThAyAr
sannidhis at the command of NamperumAL. AchArya RaamAnujA obeyed the wish of Lord
RanganAthA and included the recital of NooRRandhAthi at the end of Iyarppaa recitation, just as
KaNNinuNN SiRutthAmpu is recited at the end of Mudal Aayiram. Thus AmudhanAr is to AchArya
RaamAnujA just as Madhura Kavi is to Swamy NammAzhwAr. The two prabhandhams by Madhura
kavi and Thiruvarangatthu AmudhanAr are like Naayaka rathnams adorning the gem necklace.

In Sri VaishNava sampradhAyam , AchAryan is recognized as the avathAra visesham of Sriman
NaarAyaNan. Therefore, the worship of one's AchAryan is not different from that of EmperumAn.
Such AchArya abhimAna nishtaal is appreciated deeply. Madhura Kavi's sincere declaration was
"dhEvu maRRaRiyEn" and AmudhanAr proclaimed thus:
" surakkum Thiruvum uNarvum solappuhil vaayamudham
parakkum iruvinai paRraRavOdum patiyiluLLIr ! uraikkinranan numakkiyAn
aRancheeRum uRu kalyai thurakkum perumai RAAMAANUSAN YENRU SOLLUMINE ".
&ISHGLD &(H6LD 2_6uuTJerLD GIFMeVLILISHI6L EUMLI(LP GHLD
LIS@&LD @b elens UMMM Ceum(hid Lig ulevisiterfi

2_6m&H&63T MEITEB)ILDS HILIMETMEh FMILD 2 MI&He0l6mUIS

SITSGLD QLHemLD QLT s8I &FQlevT6tTm) CFTELEYILNGe6TT.
Sri Vedanta Desikar makes a mention of the author and his work in his *Prabhanda Saaram ' and
eulogises thus:

mun, bhoosurarakon thiruvarangatthamudanaar un ponnadi mel andadhiyaaha
potri pesiya narkalitthurai nootthettu paattum pizhaiyaravey yenakkarul shey
penineeyey!

In this verse, Desikar requests Sri Ramanuja to bless him to be able to recite the Nootrandadhi
regularly, without a break. Such is the sanctity of this work!!!

Works on Swami Ramanuja:

The resource books that provide an authentic representation on Emperumanaar are ‘Yethiraja
Sapthathi’ by Vedanta Desika, ‘Yethiraja Vimshati’ by Manavala Maamuni and ‘Yethiraaja Vaibhavam’
of Vaduhanambi. All these works pay tribute to Ramanuja for his contribution in developing
Visishtadvaita Philosophy. He is esteemed as ‘samsthaapana Acharya’ of the concept of Lord Sriman
Narayana being the supreme Lord and everything being subservient to Him.

Amudanaar’s Nootrandhaadhi has the name of Ramanuja etched in every stanza and he has raised
it to the level of Gayathri —some people call it ‘Prapanna Gayathri.” AmudhanAr was an expert in




thamizh and samskritham. This helped him present very stunning meanings for many pAsurams in
aruLicheyal.

This prabhandham also establishes that the one who is fully focussed on AchAryan automatically
has bhagavath sambandham (relationship with Bhagavan)and does not need to make any singular
effort for the same. That is why all of our pUrvAchAryas asserted that we should always effusively
depend on srI rAmAnujar’s lotus feet to proceed towards prapatti.
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A Jealous Teacher

Ramanuja excelled in school. Ramanuja had not yet completed all of his Vedanta
teachings. He was looking for the appropriate guru'. Yadavaprakasha was one of the
most renowned intellectuals of his time. Ramanuja was accepted as a student. Even
though he became a student, he disliked the way the teacher instructed him. It would,
of course, be inappropriate to criticize one's instructor. But, in Ramanuja's opinion,
Yadavaprakasha was not correctly interpreting the passages. Ramanuja was torn
between two options.

The teacher was discussing some difficult lines from the Chandogya Upanishad one
day. The teacher's interpretation of the passage was pretty unsophisticated.
Ramanuja explained how he interpreted the line. The teacher was enraged that the
student had the audacity to disagree with him on a point.

But he was angry with him.

“Look here”. You don't have to take any more classes if you're unhappy with the way
| teach.” The teacher expressed his dissatisfaction with the situation. Ramanuja
walked away without saying anything. He had an excessive amount of admiration for
his teacher.

Ramanuja was disliked by his classmates, who wished to get rid of him. The instructor
and his students, including Govinda and Ramanuja, were all on their way to Varanasi
on a trip. They were getting close to the Vindhya Mountains. When Yadava Prakasha

and his other pupils plotted to assassinate Ramanuja when they were trekking through

an impassable jungle, Govinda felt it and told his brother to flee for his life. As a
result, Ramanuja departed.




Who Saved Ramanujacharya’s Life?

The teacher and the other kids scoured the jungle anxiously for him. They assumed he'd
been murdered by a wild animal and continued on their journey to Varanasi.

Ramanuja ran around aimlessly in the woods. Hunger and thirst were killing him.

A man and a lady emerged on the scene at that very moment. They were a couple of
hunters. When they heard the boy's tale of misery, they were saddened. Ramanuja followed
them south since they were also traveling south.

When they emerged from the woods, it had already been dark. They slept for the night at a
decent location in the plain. The hunter's wife expressed her thirst sometime after midnight.
Ramanuja got up and began looking for water.

He went to a nearby pond and got some water. After sipping it, the hunter's wife asked for
more.

It was nearly daylight when Ramanuja returned to the pond for more water. Ramanuja was
taken aback when he found himself in a familiar setting of temple towers, coconut palms,
and woodlands. He'd unintentionally returned to Kancheepuram!

He was perplexed as to how he had made it all the way from the Vindhyas in a single night.
He reasoned that it had to be the will of the Almighty. The hunter-couple who had followed
him, he deduced, was none other than Lord Narayana and his spouse Lakshmi.

Ramanuja Lord, in the guise of Hunter, came to my rescue.

He dashed back to where the hunter-couple had been staying. They weren't there anymore.
Ramanuja was indebted to God.

He began carrying water from the pond for the worship of God Varadaraja on that day.
Ramanuja took it upon himself to bring the holy water every day.

Back to Guru

From Varanasi, Yadavaprakasha and his students returned to Kanchi. They feared that their
nefarious plans had been exposed. They were shocked to learn that Ramanuja had returned
safely. Ramanuja, on the other hand, remained unfazed and described the supernatural
intervention that had allowed him to return to Kanchi in one night. Ramanuja was advised
by the guru to return to him to continue his studies. As a result, Ramanuja's studentship
was reinstated.




Treading the Trait Trail {?
- Practice the qualities of Acharya Ramanuja

44, .4 Al

Dr.Murali Santhanam, Bengaluru

Introduction: Lord Rama incarnated in the Treta Yuga. He showed the good traits one has to practice in one’s life.
Lakshmana (Rama’s brother) was the Adisesha avatara. Lakshmana is the solid example for Ananya Seshatvam and
Bhagavad Kainkaryam. He was through and through with Sri Rama both at Ayodhya and 14 year forest life (vanavasam).
Poigai Azhwar in his Mudal Thiruvandadi — 53" pasuram “SenRAl kudaiyAm irundhAl singAsanamAm .. thirumARku
aravu’- has nicely brought out the various kainkaryam Adiseshan performs to the Perumal like umbrella, throne,
sandals, soft mattress, lamp, beautiful dress. Similarly, Lakshmana served Lord Rama during Treta Yuga. In the
Dwapara Yuga Adisesha took Balarama Avatara where he was always with Vishnu’s Ninth incarnation - Sri Krishna.
For the benefit of all of us who are now in the Kali Yuga Jagadacharya Ramanuja took birth as Adisesha avatara. The
Sanskrit word ‘Ramanuja’itself means brother of Rama — Lakshmana. Acharya Ramanuja lived from 1017 to 1137 AD
— lived a full life of a human being — said to be 120 years in our Shastras. During his life time Acharya Ramanuja not
only preached but also put them into practice (anushtanam) and led by example (so that his followers believe in what
he says). To use management parlance he followed one of the important principles of a Leader — ‘Walk the Talk — Talk
the Walk’. He was a living example. In this small write up some of his traits along with instances to prove that are being
covered.

Important Traits:

1. Honouring the promise/commitment: Whatever activity/work Acharya Ramanuja undertook, he performed with
total commitment. When it comes to honouring of the promise, the example of fulfilling the three promises he gave to
Yamunacharya (Swami Alavandar) when the latter was just about to leave this mortal coil and reach Sri Vaikuntam
can be seen. ALavandhAr had 3 unfulfilled desires viz:

(1) to write a commentary to VyAsa’s Brahma Sutra as per Visishtadwaita philosophy (2) To create suitable
memorials for VyAsa and ParAsara rishi who had laid the foundation for our tradition and (3) to write a befitting
commentary on Nammalvar’s great work Thiruvoimozhi.

(While Acharya Ramanuja fulfilled the first two promises by Himself - wrote the commentary for Brahma Sutra and
Named Koorattazhwan’s two sons as VyAsa and ParAsara — Acharya Ramanuja instructed his disciple Tirukkuruhai

Piraan Pillaan to write the commentary for Tiruvoimozhi which he complied and popularly known as Aaraayirappadi)

2. Communication: Right Perception about a particular subject is the fundamental for effective communication. There
are three types of Jnaanam - Yathaartha Jnaanam, Vipareeta Jnaanam and Anyathaa Jnaanam. Acharya Ramanuja used

all the three in his works. All his commentaries followed the vedas faithfully and were true representation of the Vedas.




3. Optimism/Positive Attitude: Acharya Ramanuja was always optimistic and had ‘never say die’ approach. He was a
true follower of the saying ‘Attempts may be a failure but there should be no failure of attempts’. His 18 attempts to

meet his Guru Thirukoshtiyur Nambi to learn the secrets for attaining liberation (moksha) is one of the many examples.

4. Magnanimity/Sacrifice: One should be magnanimous in sharing whatever s/he has to whatever little extent s/he can.
This also means sacrificing something for the sake of others. Ramanuja taking Sanyasa for the sake of uplifiment of the
society is the greatest sacrifice he made for the benefit of large number of devotees who were in a confused state at that

time. Similarly, disclosing the ‘thirumantram’ (the secret for a Jivatma to attain moksha) in public for the benefit of

larger interest of lakhs of devotees even though his Guru had clearly told him that it should be kept confidential and if

told in public He (Ramanuja) would go to hell stands out.

5. Humility: Humility was the hall mark of Acharya Ramanuja. He is always with hands in the posture of Namaste.
Despite a great scholar having in depth knowledge of Tamil and Sanskrit, author of many treatises and commentaries to
various itihasa puranas, he was very humble and easily approachable by a common man. The event where his guru
Srishaila Purna (Periya Tirumalai NAmbi) came down from Tirumala to show him the path to reach uphill to learn
Ramayana brought in this trait in him. This trait was from Hanuman where he told Sita that there is no weaker person

than him in Sugriva's army.

6. Delegation of Powers/Job Description: Acharya Ramanuja introduced the various systems and procedures that are
to be followed in the administration of temples. He divided the whole work into smaller parts and said that each part
shall be performed by one person. Till then, there were no clear cut processes defined for temple administration.
Srirangam temple first implemented them and immediately all other Divya Desam temples followed the same. By
creating separate divisions he also detailed the various works that each division was expected to do. This is nothing but

the modern day term ‘Job Description’.

7. Time Management: Acharya Ramanuja had amazing ability of Time Management. He was known to get up in the
wee hours and retiring late at night without taking any break during the day hours. His schedule was so well set that
after his personal aradhana to Lord Varadaraja in the morning, he used to visit and inspect Temple services, deliver

lectures on the spiritual scriptures and also write books expounding the intricate Vedantic philosophies.

8. Empathy/Equanimity: Acharya Ramanuja opened the doors of the Lord to every single human being irrespective of
caste, qualification or financial strength. Empathy with every human being irrespective of their profession or birth as
per their Karma is the key to harmonious living. Acharya Ramanuja showed this quality by opening the doors of the
Divyadesams to even cobblers and washermen. He cared for every soul created on this earth and constantly toiled for

their upliftment.

He further stressed that as all beings are embodiment of God, they must be treated with kindness, affection and
compassion. He brought amity among Hindus & Muslims by agreeing to marry the daughter of Delhi Sultan with
Ramapriya (the presiding deity Cheluvanarayaswamy at Melkote) and even performing the marriage as per Hindu
tradition in presence of the Muslim ruler at Thirunarayanapuram (Melkote). Even today, that Muslim girl who wed the

Lord is seen at the holy feet of the Lord.

None other than Swami Vivekananda praised Acharya Ramanuja and the Acharyas of the Ramanuja tradition for their

broad-mindedness and inclusive approach. Ramanuja stands first to give a dignified name to the down-trodden, who




were called as untouchables. He named them, at Melkote, as “Thirukkulathar” meaning descendants of Mahalakshmi

like other so-called upper class people.
9. Conflict Resolution: Acharya Ramanuja was very adept in conflict resolution. Various instances during his life time
— while learning from his Guru Yadavaprakasha, differences of opinion with his wife in treatment of bhagavathas,

differing views with the followers of advaita and other philosophies and streamlining the temple administration —

exhibits this great quality.
Uyya Ore Vazhi Ramanujar Thiruvadi

Srimathe Ramanujaya Namaha
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BHAGAVAD RAMANUJA'’S
OTHER NAMES

—_— ‘

= A
‘4 :@(@\ Sri Ramanujar with Lord Sri Ranganatha £

He is also known as
1. Sri Ramanujacharya, Great teacher 11. ‘Lakshmana Muni’ by Tiruvaranga
2. Goda grajar, Elder brother of Godha Perumal Arayar
3. Thiruppavai Jeeyar, by Periya Nambias 12. ‘Sadagopan Ponnadi’ by
he was constantly reciting Tiruppaavai Tirumalaiyandan
4, Emperumanar “My Lord” by 13. 'Sri Bashyakarar’ by Kalaimagal on his
TirukoshTiyur Nambi complting “Sri Bhaashyam”
5. Lakshmana Muni 14. ‘DesiKendiran’ by Tirupathi
6. ‘Ilayazhwar’ Name given by Periya Thiruvenkatamudayan
Thirumalai Nambi 15. ‘Koil Annan’ by Srivilliputhur Kothai
7. Boodha-Puriser’ by Sriperumbudur Nachiyar: He presented to Perumaal Akkara
Adikesava Perumal ADisail that Andal had promised but could

8. ‘Am Mudalvan Evan’ by Sri Alavandar not. Hence, He is called “"Koil ANNan’

9. ‘Ethirajar’ and '‘Ramanuja Muni’ King | because in those days elder brothers used to
of ascetics by Kanchi PeraruLalLa Perumal fulfill the wishes of their younger sisters.
10. ‘Udayavar’ “Our man’ by Srirangam

Periya Perumal

Source: e book of Anbil Ramaswamy
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